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Mountains, forests and beaches,
wildlife, art and wine meet to create
magic at the Top of the South Island.
We invite you to discover some of
New Zealand’s most awe-inspiring
scenery, encounter fascinating people,
and enjoy exceptional food and wine.
This is one of the world’s special
places, where a short drive opens up a
myriad of attractions. Nature reveals
new landscapes at every turn, from
golden sands and aquamarine waters,
to deep green rainforests and
dramatic coastlines.
Start in the exciting city of Christchurch
and take off for the experience of a
lifetime. Ski, bungy jump, hike, bike,
surf, swim, spa and golf. Watch whales,
dolphins, seals and savour two of
New Zealand’s premier wine
growing regions.
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State Highway 1 North from Kaikoura - Blenheim is currently closed and is expected to re-open
in January 2018. This edition covers the current alternative routes for Top of The South. The new
routes allow you more time to discover each regions uniqueness that make up the Top of The South.
*Correct at time of print

Produced by
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as part of the SOUTH project,
Christchurch & Canterbury
Tourism, Hurunui Tourism,
Destination Kaikoura, Destination
Marlborough, Nelson Tasman
Tourism, Tourism West Coast
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Karamea

5-day

Westport
Hanmer
Springs

OceanAlpine-Sea

Greymouth

Kaikoura

Christchurch
Overnight stay

Christchurch to Kaikoura

DAY

1

Drive time 2 hours 50 minutes / Distance 182km

Hanmer Springs to Westport

DAY

3

Drive time 3 hours / Distance 217km

Highlights: Christchurch Botanic Gardens / Waipara Valley
Vineyards / Coastal Scenery

Highlights: Thermal Hot Pools / Reefton the Town of
Light / Scenic Buller Gorge / Westport

Start your day by exploring the Botanic Gardens in the beautiful
Garden City of Christchurch before you travel northward through
the Waipara Valley, one of New Zealand’s finest wine areas. Stop in
at one of the wineries along the way to sample the award-winning
Pinot Noir and Riesling. Continue your journey through the charming
landscape of rolling hills and farmland and pause in the friendly rural
town of Cheviot for a tasty snack at one of the cafes. Wind through
the hills and enjoy the spectacular view of the mountains meeting the
sea before arriving in Kaikoura.

Start the day with a delicious breakfast and a gentle stroll through
the forest or to the top of Conical Hill before departing for Westport.
Get a final natural thermal water fix at Maruia Hot Springs or stop
in at Reefton, a living historic town, with great cafes, mountain bike
tracks and an interesting museum. Drive through the scenic Buller
Gorge before arriving into Westport where you can meet the local
Coasters with Out West Tours or have an adventure and be in awe of
the galaxy of glow worms with UnderWorld Adventures.

Stay: Kaikoura

Kaikoura to Hanmer Springs
Drive time 2 hours / Distance 132km

DAY

2

Stay: Westport

Westport to Karamea to Westport

DAY

4

Drive time 2 hours 50 minutes (return) / Distance 191km

Highlights: Coastal Scenery / Mount Lyford /
Hanmer Springs Village

Highlights: Oparara Arches / Denniston / CoalTown Museum /
Seal Colony and Seascapes

Kick off your day with one of Kaikoura’s unique activities: whale watch
by boat or plane, swim with dolphins, kayak with the seals, quad bike
or enjoy a stroll along the beach. Continue your journey through to
Hanmer Springs following the Alpine Pacific Triangle Touring Route
passing through Mt Lyford, New Zealand’s only log cabin village. The
Inland Road is extremely scenic so take your time and watch for great
photo stops. Hanmer Springs - New Zealand’s Alpine Spa Village - has
several day spas, an array of boutique shops along with a range of
eateries and walking and mountain bike tracks to explore.

Take a tour with The Oparara Experience through the Kahurangi
National Park, looking at the extinct moa birds’ home, cave systems
and limestone archways - this is a West Coast MUST DO. Take in
the view from the Denniston Plateau and learn about the untamed
environment the pioneers of the area endured while mining for coal,
for more information visit the CoalTown Museum in Westport. Finish
the day by watching the sun setting with the seals at Cape Foulwind.
Stay: Westport

Stay: Hanmer Springs

Westport to Christchurch

DAY

Drive time 5 hours 15 minutes / Distance 358km

5

Highlights: Pancake Rocks and Blow Holes / Lake Brunner /
Shantytown Heritage Park / Arthur’s Pass National Park
Head South along The Great Coast Road, one of the Top 10 Coastal
Drives in the world. On your journey visit Punakaiki’s famous Pancake
Rocks and Blow Holes or take time to explore Greymouth’s historic
village of Shantytown. Head inland for a stop at Lake Brunner, Moana
and grab a bite to eat. Enjoy the ever-changing scenery from the
West Coast’s untamed natural wilderness, through to the mighty
Southern Alp’s and over the braided rivers and patchwork Canterbury
Plains before arriving into the city of Christchurch.
Stay: Christchurch
Hagley Park, Christchurch
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WaterWineries-Wildlife

Kaikoura

Hanmer
Springs

Christchurch

Overnight stay

Arrive into Picton by Ferry

DAY

1

Nelson to Hanmer Springs

DAY

4

Drive time 3 hours 50 minutes / Distance 300km

Highlights: Wildlife Sanctuaries / Dolphin Swimming /
Cruising the Marlborough Sounds

Highlights: National WOW Museum and Nelson Classic Car
Gallery / Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools

Picton - a charming port that welcomes you to explore the Sounds,
spend the day cruising, kayak or swim with the dolphins and walk or
bike a section through the natural bush of the Queen Charlotte Track.
Discover nature. The Sounds are home to nature reserves with Kiwi,
Kakariki, Tui and many more. See seals and the world’s second most
endangered water bird the King Shag. Explore the world’s oldest
cargo ship the Edwin Fox in Picton.

Begin your day at the National WOW® Museum and Nelson Classic
Cars Gallery - The complex is home to several galleries showcasing
a world-class collection of classic cars alongside incredible awardwinning garments and works of art. Late morning begin driving
south and break your journey in the township of Murchison, an area
renowned for its jet-boating and fly fishing. As soon as you arrive in
Hanmer Springs, you will start to unwind. The village has several day
spas, boutique shops, eateries and walking and mountain bike tracks
to explore.

Stay: Picton

Stay: Hanmer Springs

Picton to Nelson

DAY

2

Drive time 1 hour 45 mins / Distance 134km

DAY

5

Drive time 2 hours / Distance 132km

Highlights: Havelock Mussel Capital / Cruise the Kenepuru
Sound / Nelson City

Highlights: Hanmer Springs Village / Mount Lyford /
Coastal Scenery

Drive to Havelock and catch the Mussel Boat Cruise or Mailboat
Cruise to discover more about the World’s GreenshellTM Mussel
capital and the Kenepuru Sound. On your journey you will cross the
deep, blue Pelorus River where the famous barrel-scene was filmed
in The Hobbit movie. Shortly before Nelson you will find, a farmpark;
Happy Valley Adventures. Arriving into Nelson take your time to find
locally made souvenirs at the boutique stores and artisan galleries.
Enjoy the local seafood, fine wines and craft beers in the many
restaurants in town or on the waterfront.

Start your day with a gentle stroll through the Hanmer Springs Forest
before leaving. At the Hanmer Junction turn left onto SH7 and travel
alongside the Waiau River. Follow the Alpine Pacific Triangle Touring
Route to Waiau, then onto Mt Lyford. Mt Lyford is New Zealand’s
only log cabin village. The Inland Road is extremely scenic so take
your time and watch for great photo stops along the way to Kaikoura.
Crayfish is the local specialty in Kaikoura– enjoy it at a roadside stall
or in one of the township’s stylish restaurants.

Stay: Nelson

Nelson

DAY

Drive time 1 hour / Distance 60km
Highlights: Abel Tasman National Park
You will be picked up from your accommodation and driven to the
Abel Tasman National Park. Here you can have an unforgettable day
cruising along the pristine coastline in a comfortable boat, watching
the seals in their natural environment. Enjoy a short walk on the
beach & feel the sand between your toes. If you wish you can have
a go at sea kayaking in a safe and beautiful bay. Sailing is another
wonderful experience and it is even possible to stay overnight on
board so that you get to experience the beauty of the sunset and the
dark night sky with a billion stars.
Stay: Nelson
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Hanmer Springs to Kaikoura

3

Stay: Kaikoura

Kaikoura to Christchurch

DAY

Drive time 2 hour 50 mins / Distance 182km
Highlights: Marine Wildlife Viewing / Waipara Valley
Vineyards / Christchurch City Tour / Christchurch Gondola
Kick off your day with one of Kaikoura’s unique activities: whale
watch, swim with dolphins, kayak or swim with seals, quad bike
or stroll along the beach before heading south through Cheviot.
Continue your journey to the Waipara Valley wine region and stop
in at one of the fine wineries along the way to sample the awardwinning Pinot Noir and Riesling. Arriving in Christchurch, make
sure you experience the Christchurch Gondola where you will enjoy
spectacular views of the cityscape, the Canterbury Plains and out to
the mighty Southern Alps.
Stay: Christchurch
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Abel
Tasman
Picton

Nelson

6-day

Blenheim
Hanmer
Springs

The
Central Route

Christchurch
Overnight stay

Arrive into Picton, Picton to Blenheim

DAY

1

Drive time 23 minutes / Distance 28km

Nelson

DAY

4

Drive time 1 hour / Distance 60km
Highlights: Abel Tasman National Park

Highlights: Queen Charlotte Scenic Reserve / Picton
Foreshore and Wildlife Sanctuaries

You will be picked up from your accommodation and driven to the
Abel Tasman National Park. Here you can have an unforgettable day
cruising along the pristine coastline in a comfortable boat, watching
the seals in their natural environment. Enjoy a short walk on the
beach, feel the sand between your toes and be captivated by the
birdsong in the bush. If you wish you can have a go at sea kayaking
in a safe and beautiful bay. Sailing is another wonderful experience
and it is even possible to stay overnight on board so that you get to
experience the beauty of the sunset and the dark night sky with a
billion stars.

Arrive into Picton and wander the waterfront, relax or hire a
kayak and launch off the foreshore. Mountain bike and traverse a
section of the bush clad Link Pathway along the Queen Charlotte
Scenic Reserve or join an afternoon cruise and explore Lochmara
Lodge Wildlife and Recovery Centre or the Kaipupu Point Wildlife
Sanctuary. Finish the day by travelling on and staying at a luxury
lodge or hotel in Blenheim or amongst the vines.
Stay: Blenheim

Stay: Nelson

Blenheim

DAY

2

Nelson to Christchurch
Drive time 5 hours 20 minutes / Distance 415km

DAY

5

Highlights: Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre / Cellar Doors &
Vineyards / Gourmet Food

Highlights: Nelson Lakes National Park / Maruia Falls /
Waipara Valley Vineyards / Christchurch Gondola

Take a journey through aviation at the world renowned Omaka Aviation
Centre before heading to our famous wine country. Marlborough is
home to New Zealand’s largest wine region and world famous for our
wines. Leave your car behind and join a guided wine tour either by
bike or tour vehicle. Blenheim and Renwick are host to over 30 cellar
doors. Stop for lunch at one of the many cafes and restaurants along
the way. Finish your day with a chocolate fix at Makana Chocolate
Factory. Refresh and relax back at your accommodation – dine in or
dine out at a restaurant in town or nestled in the vines.

Heading south from Nelson break your journey at Maruia Falls or
in the township of Murchison, an area renowned for its jetboating,
white-water rafting, river kayaking and fly fishing. Continue through to
Waipara Valley, one of New Zealand’s finest wine regions, for lunch
and sample the award-winning Pinot Noir and Riesling. Arriving into
Christchurch, take time to soar above the valleys in the Gondola and
enjoy breath-taking views of the city and the Canterbury Plains.
Stay: Christchurch

Stay: Blenheim

Blenheim to Nelson
Drive time 1 hr 36 minutes / Distance 114km

DAY

3

Day in Christchurch

DAY

6

Highlights: Pelorus River / National WOW Museum / Cycling
Tasman’s Great Taste Trail

Highlights: Punting on the Avon / Botanic Gardens /
Willowbank / International Antarctic Centre

Enjoy breakfast in town or stroll through Pollard Park, before departing
for Nelson. Stop in at the Pelorus Bridge to explore via kayak where
a Hobbit movie was made, or dip in the crystal-clear river. Arrive
into Nelson and explore the many boutiques and galleries and the
National WOW® Museum and Nelson Classic Cars Gallery. The
complex showcases a world-class collection of classic cars, awardwinning garments and works of art from the World of WearableArt™
Competition. Or hire a bike and ride a section of Tasman’s Great Taste
Trail – an easy bike ride past wineries, breweries and galleries.

Enjoy the true tranquillity of a punt down the Avon and a leisurely
stroll through the Botanic Gardens. There’s heaps of fun things to
do in Christchurch during the day – explore the city by foot or jump
on board a city tour. In the evening, you could experience a Maori
cultural performance, Ko Tane, at Willowbank Wildlife Reserve, or
perhaps spend a night dining out on Victoria Street. Enjoy a peaceful
night in one of the fine accommodation options. Before departure,
don’t forget to have great fun at the International Antarctic Centre,
which is located on the Christchurch Airport campus.

Stay: Nelson

Stay: Christchurch
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Picton
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9-day

Blenheim

Westport

Greymouth
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Kaikoura
Hanmer
Springs

Christchurch

Christchurch

DAY

1

Kaikoura to Hanmer Springs

DAY

3

Drive time 2 hours / Distance 132km

Highlights: Punting on the Avon / Christchurch City Tour /
Willowbank Wildlife Reserve

Highlights: Seafood / Mount Lyford / Hanmer Springs
Thermal Pools

There’s heaps of fun things to do in Christchurch during the day –
enjoy the true tranquillity of a punt down the Avon, explore the city
by foot or jump on board a city tour. See urban regeneration and
innovation, set within stunning gardens, tradition, and a picturesque
backdrop. In the evening, you could experience a Maori cultural
performance, Ko Tane, at Willowbank Wildlife Reserve.

Kick off your day with one of Kaikoura’s unique activities: whale
watch by boat or plane, swim with dolphins or kayak with the seals.
Continue your journey through to Hanmer Springs following the
Alpine Pacific Triangle Touring Route passing through Mt Lyford. The
Inland Road is extremely scenic so take your time before arriving into
Hanmer Springs - New Zealand’s Alpine Spa Village.

Stay: Christchurch

Stay: Hanmer Springs

Christchurch to Kaikoura

DAY

Drive time 2 hours 50 minutes / Distance 182km

2

Hanmer Springs to Blenheim

DAY

4

Drive time 4 hours 20 minutes 338km

Highlights: Christchurch Botanic Gardens / Waipara Valley
Vineyards / Coastal Scenery / Marine Wildlife

Highlights: Hanmer Springs Village / Nature Walks /
Winery by Bike

Start your day by exploring the Botanic Gardens in Christchurch
before you travel northward through the Waipara Valley, one of New
Zealand’s finest wine regions. Continue your journey through the
charming landscape of rolling hills and enjoy the spectacular view of
the mountains meeting the sea before arriving in Kaikoura.

Start your day with a gentle stroll through tranquil Hanmer Forest or a
relaxing dip in thermal water at Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools & Spa
before heading north to Blenheim. Allow time on your journey as State
Highway 1 North of Kaikoura is closed. Arrive into Renwick via State
Highway 63 and hire a bike and meander along the ‘golden mile’ and
sample world class wines. Refresh and relax at a luxury lodge, country
B&B or Blenheim hotel.

Stay: Kaikoura

Stay: Blenheim

Blenheim

DAY

5

Highlights: Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre / Cellar Doors &
Vineyards / Wildlife
Take a journey through aviation at the world renowned Omaka
Aviation Centre. With over 30 cellar doors with stunning wines you
can complete your wine knowledge and join a guided tour. Travel
onto Picton and join a seafood cruise or visit island sanctuary, meet
the wildlife along the way before returning to your accommodation in
Blenheim.
Stay: Blenheim
The Great Coast Road, West Coast.
Photo credit: Charles Bruning
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Blenheim to Nelson

DAY

6

Drive time 1 hour 36 mins. Distance 114km

Lake Brunner, Moana

DAY

8

Highlights: Havelock Mussel Capital/ Cruise the Kenepuru
Sound / National WOW Museum

Highlights: Brunner Mine Site / West Coast Wilderness Trail /
Shantytown Heritage Park / On Yer Bike / Fishing in Moana

Start your day with a stop at Havelock, catch the mussel boat cruise
or mailboat cruise and discover more about the world’s GreenshellTM
mussel capital and the Kenepuru Sound. Travel on to Nelson where
you can explore the city’s boutiques and galleries. Be inspired at the
National WOW Museum and Nelson Classic Car Gallery. Spend
your evening admiring the seaviews while dining on fine local cuisine
with succulent seafood accompanied by the region’s best wines and
craft beers.

Make Lake Brunner, Moana your base and explore the surrounds.
Learn about the history of the area at the Brunner Mine Site. Cycle
the West Coast Wilderness Trail from Greymouth to Shantytown
Heritage Park and have your photo taken in period costume in the
historic village. If you prefer 4 wheels on your bike, try On Yer Bike for
a muddy adventure. Take a stroll around the Greymouth shops or the
lakeside walking tracks. If you prefer a more relaxed day stay and fish
for brown trout at Lake Brunner.

Stay: Nelson

Stay: Lake Brunner, Moana

Nelson to Lake Brunner, Moana

DAY

7

Drive time 4 hours 50 minutes / Distance 354 kms

Lake Brunner, Moana to Christchurch

DAY

9

Drive time 3 hours 15 minutes / Distance 222 kms

Highlights: Westport Town / The Great Coast Road / Pancake
Rocks and Blow Holes / Lake Brunner

Highlights: Arthur’s Pass National Park / Christchurch /
International Antarctic Centre

Head south from Nelson stopping in at Westport or for a tour with
UnderWorld Adventures. Continue along The Great Coast Road,
taking time for a photostop at Pancake Rocks and Blow Holes in
Punakaiki. Continue south to Greymouth to devour tapas after a
brewery tour at Monteith’s Brewing Company. Drive inland to settle
in to your picturesque accommodation in Lake Brunner, Moana.

Wake up in Lake Brunner, Moana before departing for Christchurch.
Enjoy the ever-changing scenery from the West Coast’s untamed
natural wilderness, through to the mighty Southern Alp’s and over the
braided rivers and patchwork Canterbury Plains before arriving into
the city of Christchurch. En route don’t miss Arthurs Pass, Castle Hill
and Springfield. Arriving in Christchurch, make sure you take time to
visit the International Antarctic Centre. Spend a night out dining at
one of Christchurch’s many restaurants.

Stay: Lake Brunner, Moana

Stay: Christchurch

South Island Distances (Km)
Kaikoura

Hanmer
Springs

Blenheim

Picton

Nelson

Westport

Punakaiki

Greymouth

181

134

457

478

415

332

288

244

Greymouth

326

214

324

350

286

101

47

Punakaiki

364

253

302

328

265

56

Westport

328

216

260

285

222

Nelson

412

300

114

134

Picton

475

363

28

Blenheim

450

338

Christchurch

Hanmer Springs

131

*Please note due to the recent road closure on
State Highway 1 North of Kaikoura, some of
the driving distances have changed.
The highlighted distances Kaikoura - Blenheim
- Picton have been impacted. The road is
expected to reopen in January 2018.
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Christchurch
Christchurch is the largest city in the
South Island of New Zealand and one of
the world’s most unique destinations.
Bordered by the Port Hills and the Pacific
Ocean, it is situated on the Canterbury
Plains with the Southern Alps as a majestic
backdrop, allowing for a huge array of
experiences within just a few hours’
drive. Christchurch has a rich Maori and
European history with strong links to both
Ngai Tahu and England seen throughout
the city. Witness it as it continues to reemerge, after the earthquakes, as a worldleading, smart city. See urban regeneration
and innovation, set within stunning gardens
and a picturesque backdrop.
christchurchnz.com
Christchurch Street Art
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Punting on
the Avon
Experience life the way it should be – relaxed, tranquil and
thoroughly enjoyable! Sink back into the velvet cushions of
your boat as the Edwardian punter gently glides you down
the Avon River, passing the trailing willows and leafy banks of
the stunning Christchurch Botanic Gardens. This is an iconic
Christchurch experience and an attraction not to be missed!
punting.co.nz

Christchurch
Gondola
The Gondola whisks you to the top of the Port Hills for
stunning views. See the extinct volcano, which shelters
sparkling Lyttelton’s harbour. To the west, the Southern Alps
seem close in clear air and to the east, the ocean and the sky
stretch far as the eye can see. Experience the Time Tunnel,
and enjoy a snack at the Red Rock Café.
gondola.co.nz

International
Antarctic Centre
One of New Zealand’s best tourist attractions, the
International Antarctic Centre based at Christchurch Airport
provides visitors of all ages with an interactive, fun and
exciting experience of Antarctica. The centre includes: a
hagglund ride, ice voyage 4D Show, a ‘real’ snow and ice
experience, penguin encounter and informative, hands on
displays.
iceberg.co.nz
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Willowbank
Wildlife Reserve
Willowbank is located just five minutes from Christchurch
Airport and 15 minutes from the central city. See unique
native wildlife, feed farm animals, and learn about New
Zealand’s natural history. Ko Tane, set inside Willowbank, is
an authentic Maori cultural experience which gives an insight
in to pre-European Maori. This is a memorable evening of
traditional food and live cultural performances.
willowbank.co.nz

Christchurch
Botanic Gardens
Founded in 1863, the Christchurch Botanic Gardens feature
one of the finest collections of exotic and native plants found
in New Zealand. Take time to explore the gardens, which are
considered to be an oasis in the city of Christchurch with 21
hectares of horticultural displays, several conservatories,
memorials, garden art and walking tracks.
www.ccc.govt.nz/cityleisure/parkswalkways/
christchurchbotanicgardens

Christchurch
Transitional
Cathedral
An easy walk from any point in the central city, the Transitional
Cardboard Cathedral sits at the southern end of Latimer
Square. The Cathedral, designed by Japanese architect
Shigeru Ban, is the world’s only cathedral made substantially
of cardboard. Constructed from a series of 96 cardboard
tubes and framing, this is a symbol of innovation, hope and
inspiration for the city for the next 50 or so years.
cardboardcathedral.org.nz
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Accommodation
The George A centrally located five star luxury boutique
hotel overlooking Hagley Park. thegeorge.com
Commodore Airport Hotel A stylish 4 plus star airport
hotel providing superb accommodation.
commodorehotel.co.nz
Sudima Hotel Christchurch Airport Newly
refurbished 4 plus star airport hotel is ideal place to rest
and rejuvenate. sudimahotels.co.nz/christchurch-airport
Novotel Christchurch Cathedral Square 4 plus
star premium landmark hotel located close to Cathedral
Square. accorhotels.com/6592
Orari Bed & Breakfast A sumptuous place with 10
beautifully appointed suites in the heart of Christchurch.
orari.co.nz

Restaurants
Curator’s House Restaurant, located in the Botanic
Gardens, focussing on fresh quality local produce with a
Spanish influence. curatorshouse.co.nz
Tramway Restaurant
Experience the colonial style dining tram and be treated to
the finest service and cuisine NZ has to offer.
welcomeaboard.co.nz/christchurch-tram/tram-restaurant
Madam Kwong’s Restaurant A delicious restaurant
providing traditional Cantonese cuisine as well as Yum Cha
for lunch. madamkwong.nz
Chi Kitchen A stylish restaurant, located in the
Christchurch Casino, serving authentic Cantonese cuisine.
christchurchcasino.nz/en/restaurants-bars/chi-kitchen
King of Snake This restaurant, situated in the nightlife
hub of Victoria Street, serves a fusion of Asian and NZ
dishes kingofsnake.co.nz

New Regent Street
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Kaikoura
Kaikoura is located on the east coast of the
South Island just under 3 hours north of
Christchurch. Within the Kaikoura
District, you will find some of the most
breathtaking scenery in the country with a
stunning coastline, a dramatic peninsula
and some of the South Island’s highest
mountains. Our unique ocean environment
is home to an astonishing variety of marine
life including seals, dolphins, whales
and albatross.
Kaikoura provides an unforgettable
location for a combination of New
Zealand’s best eco-tourism experiences.
In 2016 Kaikoura received Earthcheck
Platinum Certification.
kaikoura.co.nz
14A seal in Kaikoura

Whale Watch
Kaikoura
Off the Kaikoura coastline is a marine environment so rich
in nutrients that it attracts some of the most magnificent
creatures with which we share our planet. Among them are
Giant Sperm Whales that can grow up to 20 metres and
weigh over 50 tons. These whales can be seen all year round
making Kaikoura one of the most popular whale watching
locations in the world.
whalewatch.co.nz

Dolphin
Encounter
Kaikoura
Amongst the varied and vibrant sea life found off Kaikoura is
the spectacular dusky dolphin, found in pods of up to several
hundred and one of the most delightfully exuberant characters
of the Southern Ocean. Dolphin Encounter operates tours by
boat up to three times per day all year round for swimming with
or watching these magnificent dolphins.
dolphinencounter.co.nz

Seal Swim
Kaikoura
Lonely Planet’s ‘Top Choice’ for Kaikoura activities,
swimming with playful New Zealand Fur Seals in the shallow
waters of the beautiful Kaikoura Peninsula truly is a unique
experience. Regular feedback from travellers rates seal
swimming as one of the highlights of their visit to New
Zealand. Seal Swim was also recently listed as one of the
world’s ‘Top 10 Best Marine Encounters’ in ‘The World’s
1000 Ultimate Adventures Publication’.
sealswimkaikoura.co.nz
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Glenstrae
4 Wheeler
Adventures
Glenstrae 4 Wheeler Adventures offers you an unforgettable
outdoor adventure through 1600 acres of a third generation
working farm with spectacular terrain. Journey through native
bush and streams to the magnificent Haumuri Bluffs where
you find seals basking in the sun, panoramic views of the
snow-capped mountains in the distance and the spectacular
Kaikoura coastline. Either ride a quad bike or enjoy being a
passenger in the argo.
4wheeladventures.co.nz

Wings
Over Whales
Adventure through the skies and go whale watching
by aeroplane! Alternatively, enjoy a Scenic Air Tour of
Kaikoura’s spectacular mountain and coastline scenery.
Wings Over Whales deliver a friendly, high quality, boutique
flying experience to all customers. Passengers are able to
enjoy their own window seat from the comfort and safety
of a high-winged aircraft, allowing an unobstructed view of
Kaikoura’s marine life.
whales.co.nz

Kaikoura Kayaks
Whether you want to paddle with the marine life, go
kayak fishing, hire your own sea kayak, sit on top, stand
up paddle board, or even a fishing rod - it’s all here. The
curious New Zealand Fur Seals & Dusky Dolphins are only
a few paddle strokes away and our local qualified guides
would love to introduce you to them around the Kaikoura
Peninsula. Suitable for all ages and abilities, operating year
round, kayaking with the marine life in Kaikoura has been
the highlight for a lot of travellers and families while in
New Zealand.
kaikourakayaks.co.nz
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Accommodation
Bella Vista 4-star motel 5 minutes’ walk from the town
centre. bellavista.co.nz/our-motels/kaikoura
Hapuku Lodge and Tree Houses Luxury lodge
located in one of the most beautiful places in the world.
hapukulodge.com
Manakau Lodge Luxury retreat in beautiful
mountain surroundings among groves of manuka trees.
manakaulodge.co.nz
White Morph Heritage Boutique Collection
Quality accommodation located right on the waterfront.
whitemorph.co.nz

Restaurants
The Pier Historic hotel famous for the freshest seafood
and Kaikoura crayfish. thepierhotel.co.nz
Green Dolphin A family owned and operated business
creating flavoursome dishes that are uniquely Kaikoura.
greendolphin.com
Lobster Inn Tavern Savour the local delicacy crayfish
in a relaxed dining environment. lobsterinntavern.co.nz
Donegal House Restaurant Restaurant set amongst
lovely gardens in a beautiful rural setting.
donegalhouse.co.nz

Sperm Whale
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Hanmer Springs
& Hurunui
Welcome to a magical place - the Hurunui.
From rugged coastlines and sandy
beaches to inland alpine villages and
lush green forests - the natural beauty
of the area is overwhelming. The jewel
in its crown is the alpine spa village of
Hanmer Springs, a tranquil spot with all
of the best New Zealand has to offer from stunning scenery to adrenalin filled
activities. The village is also home to the
country’s largest natural thermal pools
complex. Add to that the internationally
renowned wine region Waipara Valley, and
the Hurunui becomes a destination you
cannot miss.
visithurunui.co.nz
Waiau River and Hanmer Basin
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Hanmer Springs
Thermal Pools
& Spa
Award-winning thermal pools complex with 15 hot pools,
freshwater family pools, water slides, a luxurious day spa
and a cafe. Unwind in a range of thermal pools at a variety of
temperatures, be pampered with a massage or body treatment
at the spa, or enjoy family fun in the heated freshwater pools
and slides.
hanmersprings.co.nz

Hanmer Springs
Attractions
Many adventures – one location! Hanmer Springs Attractions
offers you the outdoor adventure activities that New Zealand
is famous for... Blast along the Waiau River on a jet boat,
experience an adrenalin rush as you bungy jump, relax on
a grade 2 rafting adventure, or take up the challenge of the
quad bikes.
hanmerspringsattractions.co.nz

Hanmer Springs
Animal Park
Set on 20 acres, amidst spectacular mountain views, is
two acres of sheltered purpose-built farm park where you
can relax and wander freely among our animals in a clean
and peaceful setting. All year round fun, entertainment and
activities. Relax with a coffee, smoothie or delicious food, at
the on-site cafe.
hanmer-animal-park.nz
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Hanmer Springs
Adventure Centre
Hanmer Springs Adventure Centre offers a variety of services
and activities, including quad bike adventure tours, mountain
bike hire (guided rides are available), claybird shooting,
archery and fishing rod hire (with local fishing information
and licences).
hanmeradventure.co.nz

Black Estate
Family owned and operated, Black Estate is a winery, tasting
room and restaurant which sits above the Black Estate Home
Vineyard. Renowned for making expressive and organic
wines, Black Estate brings the same philosophy to the food
served in the restaurant. Lunch is sourced using local and
organic produce and can be enjoyed with a selection of
current and aged Black Estate wines. Waipara wine region
is just a 40 minute drive north of Christchurch en route to
Hanmer Springs.
blackestate.co.nz

Waipara
Hills Winery
An impressive architecturally designed building set amongst
landscaped gardens with spectacular views across The
Home Block Vineyard to the picturesque Teviotdale Hills.
Specialising in aromatics; visitors to the cellar door can
sample award winning Pinot Gris, Riesling, Pinot Noir,
Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay. Delicious local and
imported ingredients are used to create seasonal dishes that
pair perfectly with Waipara Hills wines. Waipara wine region
is just a 40 minute drive north of Christchurch en route to
Hanmer Springs.
waiparahillswines.co.nz
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Accommodation
Heritage Hanmer Springs Hotel Centrally located
4.5 star hotel surrounded by landscaped gardens.
heritagehotels.co.nz
Village Lake Apartments Fully self-contained 2 and 3
bedroom luxury apartments. villagelake.co.nz
Select Braemar Lodge & Spa A lodge with spacious
suites and spectacular views over the Hanmer Basin.
selectbraemarlodge.com
Hot Springs Motor Lodge Nestled against an alpine
mountain backdrop, just a short walk from the village
centre. hotspringsmotorlodge.co.nz
Settlers Motel 5 star accommodation with relaxing
decor and furnishings located on a quiet side street.
settlershanmer.co.nz

Restaurants
Malabar Award winning Asian fusion restaurant.
malabar.co.nz
Pegasus Bay Winery Winery restaurant with emphasis
on freshness and simplicity using local ingredients.
pegasusbay.com
Eden Restaurant Contemporary fine dining menu
featuring local, seasonal produce. edenrestaurant.co.nz
Monteith’s Brewery Bar Rustic eatery with indoor and
outdoor fireplaces and high-end fare. mbbh.co.nz
Marble Point Winery Award winning boutique winery
with restaurant offering stunning views overlooking the
Waiau River. marblepoint.co.nz

Catherdral Cliffs, Gore Bay
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Marlborough
Marlborough – Brilliant Every Day
Famous for our world class wine and
sheltered waterways of the Sounds.
Marlborough sits at the head of the
Southern Alps. Protected by the ranges the
temperate climate makes Marlborough a
brilliant year-round destination. From wine
country and gourmet food to cruising or
kayaking the 1500km of secluded bays that
make up the Marlborough Sounds. Home
to the 70km Queen Charlotte Track. Our
waterways are a haven for dolphins, whales,
seals and seabirds.
Marlborough is one of New Zealand’s
sunniest places, so why not choose to
stay for a weekend or a week, summer
through winter, in a vineyard villa, hotel or
a hideaway on the water’s edge there is so
much to do. Be as active or as relaxed as you
want to be.
With the alternative routes to and from
Christchurch, you have more time to discover
how Marlborough is a brilliant place to start
from, or add to a South Island Itinerary.
marlboroughnz.com
Yealands Estate
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Marlborough
Tour Company
Seafood Odyssea
Cruise
Relax and enjoy the stunning Marlborough Sounds on the
Seafood Odyssea Cruise, featuring Regal salmon, Cloudy Bay
clams and Greenshell Mussels with Marlborough Sauvignon
Blanc for the ultimate wine and food match. Enjoy the natural
beauty of the Queen Charlotte Sound while cruising aboard a
launch that departs from Picton. Cruise near a Marlborough
salmon farm, learn about aquaculture in the Marlborough Sounds
and take in the picturesque scenery. Departs from Picton.
marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz

Cloudy Bay
wine tasting &
vineyard tour
Experience a private wine tasting at Cloudy Bay followed
by a vineyard tour hosted by a member of the viticulture
team. Explore the Cloudy Bay wine range and discover the
complexity, finesse and elegance synonymous with the Cloudy
Bay brand. The vineyard tour will illustrate the variety of soil
and microclimate types at the source, and provide an insight
into the wine’s resulting flavour and aromatic profile. Located in
Blenheim – 10km from CBD.
cloudybay.co.nz

Omaka Aviation
Heritage Centre
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre is home to the outstanding
‘Knights of the Sky’ exhibition featuring Sir Peter Jackson’s
own collection of WWI aircraft and rare memorabilia, brought
to life by sensational sets created by WingNut Films and Weta
Workshop. The second exhibition ‘Dangerous Skies’ tells
the story of WWII aviation across battle grounds, featuring
fascinating stories of aviators and aircraft, taking visitors on
an historical and geographical journey. Located in Blenheim –
5km from CBD.
omaka.org.nz
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Lochmara
Lodge and
Wildlife Centre
Lochmara offers unique accommodation, day tours and their
new Underwater Observatory. Go under the sea to see the
stunning Marlborough Sounds from a whole new perspective!
Lochmara is an opportunity for visitors looking for unique
and memorable kiwi experiences. Follow the eco trail to learn
about, and appreciate New Zealand’s native flora, fauna and
art while enjoying a magical Marlborough Sounds escape.
Departs from Picton.
lochmara.co.nz

Explore
Marlborough
Take a gentle wine tour by bike through Marlborough
vineyards with Explore Marlborough, who will create an
experience that’s tailored to individual fitness and favourites.
Learn from expert guides about how our landscapes, climate
and people have forged the world’s best Sauvignon Blanc,
along with other stunning varietals. The guided wine tours
will give unique insights into Marlborough wine. Explore
the roads (and rows) less travelled, visit cellar doors with
remarkable stories, and try sublime wines amid the vines.
Pick up and drop off at your accommodation, arranging
lunch on the way are just part of the service. Pick ups from
Blenheim CBD accommodation providers or Vines Village,
Rapaura Road - 16 km from CBD.
exploremarlborough.co.nz

E-Ko Tours
E-Ko Tours offers conservation focused wildlife tours
from Picton. Visit the historic Ship Cove, Motuara Island
bird sanctuary or swim with the dolphins. Cruise the
sheltered waters of the stunning Marlborough Sounds
and view wild dolphins, seals, penguins and bird life in
their natural environment. Departs from Picton.
e-ko.nz
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Accommodation
PICTON:

Escape to Picton A boutique hotel with three luxury suites. Escapetopicton.com
Picton Yacht Club Hotel Impressive vistas over the water with 48 rooms,
restaurant and pool. Pictonyachtclubhotel.com

Punga Cove, Endeavour Inlet retreat nestled on the water’s edge, 1 and 2
bedroom chalets, activities and restaurant pungacove.co.nz
BLENHEIM:

Chateau Marlborough Only 5 star hotel in top of the South – 80 modern rooms,
restaurant, day spa right in the heart of the CBD. Marlboroughnz.co.nz
Marlborough Vintners Hotel Nestled amongst the vines 16 modern suites,
onsite restaurant mvh.co.nz
The Marlborough Lodge Country luxury lodge with gourmet dining, 10 lavish
suites, pool, tennis courts themarlboroughlodge.co.nz

Restaurants
PICTON:

Le Café Contemporary casual dining on the waterfront with live music.
Lecafepicton.co.nz
Escape to Picton Boutique restaurant that prides itself on seafood.
Escapetopicton.com
BLENHEIM:

Arbour Right in the heart of the vineyards, innovative cuisine with extensive wine
options arbour.co.nz
Bamboo Garden Restaurant Chinese, Thai and Japanese embracing Asian
cuisine bamboogarden.co.nz
MIA (Made in Aotearoa) Located in the CBD. Classical dishes with a twist and
added option of wine tasting miadining.co.nz

Photo credit: Richard Briggs
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Nelson Tasman
Located at the top of the South Island,
Nelson Tasman is the sunniest region in
the country and home to three spectacular
national parks with a diversity ranging
from golden beaches and lush native
forest, to crystal clear lakes and snowy
mountain ranges. As well as a stunning
natural environment, the region is
renowned for the creative arts with over
300 working artists. Visitors can enjoy the
great outdoors in comfort: hiking, cruising,
kayaking and cycling by day; then relaxing
in luxury accommodation in the evening
accompanied by fine local cuisine with
succulent seafood, boutique wines and
craft beers. Come and be inspired!
nelsonnz.com
Abel Tasman National Park
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Wilsons
Abel Tasman
Relaxation or adventures - the expert guides at Wilsons will
ensure you have an unforgetable experience in the Abel
Tasman National Park whether it is for half a day or a whole
day. Enjoy the spectacular coastline by day on the Vista
Cruise Catamaran. Luxuriate in the beachfront lodges in the
evening with the finest local food and wine. Boats depart
from Kaiteriteri Beach, bus pick up available from Nelson and
Motueka.
abeltasman.co.nz

Abel Tasman
Sea Shuttle
Abel Tasman Sea Shuttle specialise in taking visitors into the
Abel Tasman National Park by boat with their purpose-built
water taxis and their sea kayak company, Kaiteriteri Kayaks.
Their trips offer superb experiences for all age groups and
abilities. Cruise, hike, kayak, relax - the choice is yours! Boats
depart from Kaiteriteri Beach, bus pick up available from
Nelson and Motueka.
abeltasmanseashuttles.co.nz

Abel Tasman
Aquataxi
Abel Tasman AquaTaxi provides quick, flexible water
transport services in the Abel Tasman National Park all year
round. Whether visitors are looking for a short walk, a scenic
day out or a multiday hiking adventure thay have an option
to suit. AquaTaxi gets closer to those out-of-the way spots in
their 18-seater boats. Boats depart from Marahau.
aquataxi.co.nz
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Skydive
Abel Tasman
Amaze yourself with a tandem skydive over paradise.
Jumping from 16,500ft means you will be able to see both
the North and the South Islands, turquoise oceans and
mountainous wilderness areas. Take home a fun video of your
skydive so you can relive the most exciting moment of your
life! Great value, incredible photography, an unforgettable
experience! Located in Motueka.
skydive.co.nz

National WOW
Museum and
Nelson Classic
Car Gallery
This ‘must see’ visitor attraction is home to several galleries
showcasing a world-class collection of classic cars alongside
incredible award-winning garments and works of art from
the internationally renowned World of WearableArt™
Competition. Marvel at the extraordinary garments by artists
from New Zealand and around the globe, and see the detail of
truly breathtaking works of WearableArt™. Located in Nelson.
wowcars.co.nz

Farewell
Spit Eco Tours
Add an extra day to your itinerary to visit the stunning
Golden Bay. The only way to experience the unique 30km
long Farewell Spit is in a comfortable 4WD bus with
entertaining and knowledgable guides. Bring your camera to
make the most of this nature lover’s paradise and learn about
the history of the region at the lighthouse reserve. You will
enjoy the antics of seals and their pups and see thousands
of migratory birds who make this their summer home. Tours
depart from Collingwood, Golden Bay.
farewellspit.com
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Accommodation
Grand Mercure Nelson Monaco This property offers
boutique hotel rooms and a range of self-contained
cottages. monacoresort.co.nz
Rutherford Hotel A modern hotel in the centre of town
with facilities including 2 restaurants, a café and a bar.
rutherfordhotel.nz
Trailways This riverside property in the heart of
CBD also has quality dining at their Tides Restaurant.
trailwayshotel.co.nz
Kaiteriteri Beachfront Apartments These apartments
are perfectly located to begin your experience in Abel
Tasman National Park. experiencekaiteriteri.co.nz
Peppers Awaroa Lodge Nestled in the heart of Abel
Tasman National Park this ecolodge offers 4-star hotel
accommodation. peppers.co.nz/awaroa

Restaurants
New Asia Chinese Restaurant An inviting restaurant
where the food is guaranteed to be cooked by qualified
Master or Senior Chinese Chefs. 279 Hardy St, Nelson.
The Boatshed Café Enjoy fresh local seafood directly
over the water, with views across Nelson harbour.
boatshedcafe.co.nz
Hopgoods Restaurant Savour seasonally-based bistrostyle dishes in a relaxing environment. hopgoods.co.nz
Jellyfish Café Enjoy great food with Mediterranean
influences in this seaside café. jellyfishmapua.co.nz
Mahana Kitchen Experience fine wines and cuisine in
this restaurant overlooking the organic vineyard.
mahana.nz

Yao Chen at Kaiteriteri Beach
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West Coast
The West Coast of New Zealand is a coastal
region spanning over 600km’s of the South
Island. It’s a place your clients will be
thankful you arranged for them as part of
their Top of the South visit.
Your clients can experience the Oparara
Arches limestone caves, Pancake Rocks and
Blow Holes and Lake Brunner, Moana.
The West Coast is an untamed natural
wilderness that takes peoples breathe
away. Book your clients in to discover an
abundance of nature so astounding it’ll leave
an impression on them for years to come.
westcoast.co.nz
Photo credit: Charles Bruning
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Shantytown
Heritage Park
Discover fascinating stories of real New Zealanders and their
pioneering spirit. Experience a recreated gold-rush village.
Ride the steam train, pan for gold, watch the holographic
theatre. 30 shops and buildings to explore. Located in
Rutherglen south of Greymouth.
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/shantytown/

Monteith’s
Brewing
Company
Witness history being made right before your eyes, come
along and join the tour. The Monteith’s Brewery Tour has been
created so you can experience, first hand, the foundation of
Monteith’s Family of Fine Beers. Witness the making of a fine
beer in open fermenters by coal-fired boilers, using only the
finest ingredients. Hear of a time-honoured tradition that lives
on. Learn of each beer’s origins and taste profiles. Enjoy a
formal tasting of each beer style. Located in Greymouth.
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/monteiths-brewerytour/

On Yer Bike
Action packed off-road adventures for all ages through 300
acres of West Coast rainforest and farm. Navigate your
own quad bike or two seater off road Go-Kart across rivers,
through masses of our famous mud and puddles that resemble
small lakes. Located in Rununga north of Greymouth.
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/yer-bike/
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UnderWorld
Adventures
The Charleston Gloworm Cave Tour takes visitors by
Rainforest Train into the magnificent Nile River Canyon to
explore the enormous cave system. In the cave visitors will
experience an ancient wonderland of stalactites, stalagmites
and galaxies of glow worms in their natural unspoilt state.
Have your own adventures in the underworld. Located in
Charleston south of Westport.
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/underworld-rafting/

Out West Tours
Out West Tours offers an excellent wild West Coast
experience, taking you off the beaten track on a journey into
the wild heart of the land. Enjoy spectacular landscapes
and travel historic mining trails, or visit New Zealand’s
largest opencast coal mine, as you relax in one of our fully
air conditioned four-wheel-drive (4WD) vehicles. Located
in Charleston south of Westport. Pick ups available from
Westport i-SITE.
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/out-west-tours/

The Oparara
Experience
Join us on one of our guided eco tours amongst the pristine
rainforest, the extinct moa birds home and limestone caves
of the unique Oparara Basin. Several tour options available.
Pick up from Karamea Information Centre or Oparara Basin
carpark (note this is a gravel road).
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/oparara-experience/
Photo credit: Charles Bruning
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Accommodation
Lake Brunner Hotel in Lake Brunner Quality accommodation with a great
restaurant and views of the lake. westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/lake-brunner-resort/
Asure Highpark Motor Inn in Greymouth
Spacious ground floor self-contained suites and free wireless broadband.
westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/asure-highpark-motor-inn/
Breakers Boutique Accommodation in Runanga Beachfront B&B with 4
guest rooms with a balcony and fantastic sea views. westcoast.co.nz/plan-yourtrip/breakers-boutique-accommodation/
Bellbird Motels in Reefton 7 self-contained units. Pool, BBQ and continental
breakfast all available. westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/bellbird-motels/
The Westport Motor Hotel in Westport
27 studio units and onsite restaurant and bar facilities. westcoast.co.nz/plan-yourtrip/westport-motor-hotel/
Dawsons Hotel in Reefton Great food and beverages in true New Zealand
style. westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/reefton-auto-lodge/

Restaurants
Stationhouse Café in Moana Indoor and outdoor dining overlooking Lake
Brunner. www.westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/stationhouse-cafe/
Speights Ale House in Greymouth Outside seating, courtesy van
available, big screen tv’s and function room. www.westcoast.co.nz/plan-yourtrip/speights-ale-house-greymouth/
Pancake Café in Punakaiki Lovely café across the road from the famous
pancake rocks and blow holes. www.westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/pancakerocks-cafe/
Dawsons Hotel in Reefton Great food and beverages in true New Zealand
style. www.westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/reefton-auto-lodge/
Last Resort in Karamea Relax at this resort. Cafe, bar, restaurant and
accommodation on site. www.westcoast.co.nz/plan-your-trip/last-resort/

Tauranga Bay
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