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Christchurch

Hanmer 
Springs

Kaikoura

West 
Coast

Nelson 
Tasman

Marlborough

Mountains, forests and beaches, 
wildlife, art and wine meet to create 
magic at the Top of the South Island. 

We invite you to discover some of  
New Zealand’s most awe-inspiring 
scenery, encounter fascinating people, 
and enjoy exceptional food and wine.

This is one of the world’s special  
places, where a short drive opens up a 
myriad of attractions. Nature reveals 
new landscapes at every turn, from 
golden sands and aquamarine waters, 
to deep green rainforests and  
dramatic coastlines. 

Start in the exciting city of Christchurch 
and take off for the experience of a 
lifetime. Ski, bungy jump, hike, bike, 
surf, swim, spa and golf. Watch whales, 
dolphins, seals and savour two of  
New Zealand’s premier wine  
growing regions.

Marlborough Sounds
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5-day

Christchurch to Kaikoura

Drive time 2 hours 30 minutes / Distance 181km

Highlights: Christchurch Botanic Gardens / Waipara Valley 
vineyards / Coastal scenery 

Start your day by exploring the beautiful Botanic Gardens in the 
Garden City of Christchurch before you travel northward through the 
Waipara Valley, one of New Zealand’s finest wine areas. Stop in at 
one of the winery restaurants to sample the award winning Pinot Noir 
and Riesling. Continue your journey beside the beautiful landscape 
of rolling hills and farmland and pause in the friendly rural town of 
Cheviot for a tasty snack at one of the cafes. Wind through the hills 
and enjoy the spectacular view of the mountains meeting the sea 
before arriving in Kaikoura.

DAY
1

Kaikoura to Marlborough

Drive time 1 hours 40 minutes / Distance 128km

Highlights: Ohau Waterfall / Kekerengu / 
Marlborough vineyards 

Kick off your day with one of the unique activities in Kaikoura: go whale 
watching, view or swim with dolphins, kayak or swim with seals. Then 
travel north with the seaward Kaikoura mountain ranges on one side 
and the Pacific Ocean on the other to the Ohau waterfall baby seal 
walk. Follow the track to a spectacular waterfall, home to baby seals 
from May to October. Continuing north, you can stop at The Store 
at Kekerengu to enjoy a coffee, lunch or walk on the beach before 
resuming your journey to Marlborough. Enjoy exploring the world 
famous Marlborough vineyards or carry on to Picton to explore the 
waterways of the Marlborough Sounds.

DAY
2

Marlborough to Nelson

Drive time 1 hours 40 minutes / Distance 114km 

Highlights: Havelock / Pelorus River /  
Happy Valley Adventures 

Enjoy the drive over the hills from Marlborough to Nelson by 
following SH6 from Blenheim or the Queen Charlotte Drive from 
Picton. Stop at a café in Havelock and try the famous Greenshell 
Mussels grown in the Marlborough Sounds. Further up the road, stop 
at the Pelorus River and enjoy a coffee in the lush bush overlooking 
the deep river. After crossing the Whangamoa Hills visit Happy Valley 
Adventures. Enjoy a farm experience including a BBQ, horse treks 
and quadbike tours. Glide high above the bush on the Skywire - the 
world’s longest flying fox! Arrive in Nelson city and dine on the 
waterfront with vistas across the harbour to the mountains.

DAY
3

Nelson to Hanmer Springs

Drive time 3 hours 50 minutes / Distance 300km 

Highlights: Abel Tasman National Park / Hanmer Springs 
Village 

Get a taste of the Abel Tasman National Park by cruising along the 
pristine coastline in your comfortable boat. Enjoy a short walk on 
the beach, feel the sand between your toes and be captivated by the 
birdsong in the bush. Return to Nelson in the afternoon and begin 
driving south. Break your journey in the township of Murchison, 
a region renowned for its white-water rafting, river kayaking and 
fly fishing. As soon as you arrive in Hanmer Springs, you will start 
to unwind. The village has a number of day spas, boutique shops, 
eateries and walking and mountain bike tracks to explore. Finish off 
your day with a visit to Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools & Spa.

DAY
4

 Hanmer Springs to Christchurch

Drive time 1 hours 40 minutes / Distance 134km 
Highlights: Weka Pass limestone formations / Waipara Valley 
vineyards / Christchurch Gondola / Christchurch Street Art 

Start the day with a delicious breakfast and a gentle stroll through the 
forest or to the top of Conical Hill. As you head back to Christchurch 
you will drive through spectacular scenery, a mixture of rolling hills 
and flat farmland. Turn onto State Highway 1 and into the Waipara 
Valley wine region. There are numerous winery restaurants offering 
lunch and cellar door tastings. Arriving in Christchurch, make sure 
to take a Gondola ride. From here you will see spectacular Ocean 
to Alps views that include the city, the harbour and Banks Peninsula. 
Head back to the city centre and take a walk around. See amazing 
pieces of street art, transitional projects and art in public spaces.

DAY
5

Kaikoura

Christchurch

Blenheim

Nelson

Hanmer 
Springs Ocean-  

Alpine-Sea

5-day

Christchurch to Westport

Drive time via Greymouth 4 hours / 341km

Highlights: Arthur’s Pass National Park / Lake Districts / 
Shantytown / Pancake Rocks & Blow Holes

Travel from South Island’s east coast to west coast on the scenic 
SH 73 and the scenic Lake Brunner Road. Enjoy the ever changing 
scenery from the flat Canterbury Plains to the mighty Southern Alps 
and lush rainforest of the West Coast. Be thrilled by the Punch Bowl 
water fall, explore the West Coast’s largest rain forest lake, even take 
in a boat cruise or try trout fishing and golfing. Alternatively, take the 
world-class scenic train TranzAlpine, which will take you through to 
Greymouth, where you can visit the historic village of Shantytown. 
Then make your way north to Westport. Another route is via the 
picturesque Lake Brunner which features a golf course, trout fishing, 
hotel, apartments and walks and then on to Punakaiki.

DAY
1

Westport to Hanmer Springs

Drive time 2 hours 53 minutes / Distance 217km

Highlights: Buller Gorge swing bridge / Buller canyon jet boat 

Leaving Westport you’ll head along the scenic Buller Gorge to 
Reefton, a living historic town, with great cafes and an interesting 
museum. Carry on to Springs Junction and then to Maruia Springs 
through an amazing forest canopy route. Hanmer Springs - New 
Zealands spa village - has a number of spas, an array of boutique 
shops along with a range of eateries and walking and mountain bike 
tracks to explore. Finish your day with a visit to the award winning 
Hanmer Springs Thermal Pools & Spa.

DAY
2

Hanmer Springs to Kaikoura

Drive time 1 hours 52 minutes / Distance 131km

Highlights: Hanmer Springs Village / Mount Lyford /  
Coastal Scenery  

Start your day with a delicious breakfast from one of the great cafes 
and a gentle stroll through the Hanmer Forest before leaving. At the 
Hanmer Junction turn left onto SH7 and travel alongside the Waiau 
River. Follow the Alpine Pacific Triangle Touring Route to Waiau, 
then onto Mt Lyford. Mt Lyford is New Zealand’s only log cabin 
village – all beautifully constructed to blend with the environment and 
surrounding native bush. The Inland Road is extremely scenic so take 
your time and watch for great photo stops.

DAY
3

Kaikoura to Christchurch DAY
4

Stay a night in Christchurch

Highlights: Punting on the Avon / Willowbank / International 
Antarctic Centre

Enjoy the true tranquility of a punt down the Avon and a leisurely 
stroll through the Botanic Gardens before the sunset. There’s heaps 
of fun things to do in Christchurch in the evening. You can either 
experience a Maori cultural performace, Ko Tane, at Willowbank 
Wildlife Reserve, or spend a night out on Victoria Street. Enjoy a 
peaceful night in one of the fine accommodation options. Before 
departure, don’t forget to have great fun at the International Antarctic 
Centre, which is located on the Christchurch Airport campus. 

DAY
5

Christchurch

Greymouth

Westport Hanmer 
Springs

Drive time 2 hours 30 minutes / Distance 181km

Highlights: Christchurch Botanic Gardens / Waipara Valley 
vineyards / Coastal scenery

Kick off your day with one of the unique activities in Kaikoura: go 
whale watching, view or swim with dolphins, kayak or swim with seals 
or go quad biking or have a stroll along the beach before heading 
south to the friendly rural town of Cheviot for a tasty snack at one of 
the cafes. Continue your journey to the Waipara Valley wine region. 
Stop in at one of the fine winery restaurants to sample the award 
winning Pinot Noir and Riesling. Arriving in Christchurch, make sure 
you take a Gondola ride with spectacular views and take a walk about 
the Botanical Gardens and city centre.

KaikouraWildlife-
Wineries-Water
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Highlights: Nelson Lakes National Park / Maruia Falls /   
Buller Gorge 

Heading south from Nelson you can make a short detour to view the 
serene Nelson Lakes National Park and alpine village of St Arnaud. 
The iconic jetty at Lake Rotoiti makes a lovely photo spot and you 
can enjoy a short stroll in the native beech forest. The township of 
Murchison is located where the Buller and Matakitaki Rivers meet, 
a region renowned for white-water rafting, river kayaking and fly 
fishing. The Maruia Falls makes a spectacular stopping point to view 
the waterfall formed by an earthquake in 1929. On leaving Murchison 
cross the Buller River bridge and drive alongside the river to 
Inangahua. Carry on along the Buller Gorge to Westport. 

9-day
Kaikoura

Christchurch

Blenheim

Nelson

Hanmer 
Springs

Christchurch to Kaikoura

Drive time 2 hours 30 minutes / Distance 181km

Highlights: Christchurch Botanic Gardens / Waipara Valley 
vineyards / Coastal scenery 

Start your day by exploring the beautiful Botanic Gardens in the 
Garden City of Christchurch before you travel northward through the 
Waipara Valley, one of New Zealand’s finest wine areas. Stop in at 
one of the winery restaurants to sample the award winning Pinot Noir 
and Riesling. Continue your journey beside the beautiful landscape 
of rolling hills and farmland and pause in the friendly rural town of 
Cheviot for a tasty snack at one of the cafes. Wind through the hills 
and enjoy the spectacular view of the mountains meeting the sea 
before arriving in Kaikoura.

DAY
1

Kaikoura to Marlborough

Drive time 1 hours 40 minutes / Distance 128km

Highlights: Ohau Waterfall / Kekerengu / 
Marlborough vineyards 

Kick off your day with one of the unique activities in Kaikoura: go 
whale watching, view or swim with dolphins, kayak or swim with 
seals. Then travel north with the seaward Kaikoura mountain ranges 
on one side and the Pacific Ocean on the other to the Ohau waterfall 
baby seal walk. Follow the track to a spectacular waterfall, home to 
baby seals from May to October. Continuing north, you can stop at 
The Store at Kekerengu to enjoy a coffee, lunch or walk on the beach 
before resuming your journey to Marlborough. Enjoy exploring the 
world famous Marlborough vineyards or carry on to Picton to explore 
the waterways of the Marlborough Sounds.

DAY
2

Marlborough to Nelson

Drive time 1 hours 40 minutes / Distance 114km 

Highlights: Havelock / Pelorus River /  
Happy Valley Adventures 

Enjoy the drive over the hills from Marlborough to Nelson by 
following SH6 from Blenheim or the Queen Charlotte Drive from 
Picton. Stop at a café in Havelock and try the famous Greenshell 
Mussels grown in the Marlborough Sounds. Further up the road, stop 
at the Pelorus River and enjoy a coffee in the lush bush overlooking 
the deep river. After crossing the Whangamoa Hills visit Happy Valley 
Adventures. Enjoy a farm experience including a BBQ, horse treks 
and quadbike tours. Glide high above the bush on the Skywire - the 
world’s longest flying fox! Arrive in Nelson city and dine on the 
waterfront with vistas across the harbour to the mountains.

DAY
3

Stay another night in Nelson DAY
4 

Nelson to Westport

Drive time 3 hours 30 minutes / Distance 222km 

DAY
5

Highlights: Blacks Point Museum / Lake Daniel walkway / 
Maruia Springs Hotel & Hot Pools / Hanmer Springs Thermal 
Pools & Spa

Drive north along the Buller Gorge to Inangahua Junction and drive 
to Reefton, a living historic town with a great museum and cafes. 
Enjoy the powerhouse walk, which shows how Reefton became 
the first place in the Southern Hemisphere to have a public supply 
of electricity. Carry on alongside the Inangahua River to Springs 
Junction and then to Maruia Springs through an amazing forest 
canopy route. Travel over the stunning Lewis Pass and come out 
amidst tussock lands, as you head to Hanmer Springs.

 Punakaiki to Hanmer Springs

Drive time 4 hours / Distance 252km

DAY
7

Hanmer Springs to Christchurch

Drive time 1 hour 40 minutes / Distance 134km

Highlights: Weka Pass limestone formations / Waipara Valley 
vineyards / Christchurch Gondola / Christchurch Street Art 

Start the day with a delicious breakfast and a gentle stroll through 
the forest or to the top of Conical Hill. Head back to Christchurch via 
Waipara Valley, well known for its award winning wines. There are 
numerous winery restaurants offering lunch and cellar door tastings. 
Arriving in Christchurch, make sure to take a Gondola ride. From here 
you will see spectacular Ocean to Alps views that include the city, the 
harbour and Banks Peninsula. Head back to the city centre and take 
a walk around the city. See amazing pieces of street art, transitional 
projects and art in public spaces.

DAY
8

Stay a night in Christchurch

Highlights: Punting on the Avon / Willowbank /  
International Antarctic Centre 

Enjoy the true tranquility of a punt down the Avon and a leisurely 
stroll through the Botanic Gardens before the sunset. There’s heaps 
of fun things to do in Christchurch in the evening. You can either 
experience a Maori cultural performace, Ko Tane, at Willowbank 
Wildlife Reserve, or spend a night out on Victoria Street. Enjoy a 
peaceful night in one of the fine accommodation options. Before 
departure, don’t forget to have great fun at the International Antarctic 
Centre, which is located on the Christchurch Airport campus. 

DAY
9

Highlights: Kiwi Culture/ Glow Worms / Caving / Wildlife

Stay in Westport and the following day enjoy a range of activities 
including Johnny’s Journey tour, Underworld Adventures, Buller River 
Jet Boat and go underground with the Denniston Mine Experience. 
Travel to Punakaiki for the amazing Pan Cake Rocks and Blowhole - 
try to go when the tide is in and there are big swells. On the way back 
check out the Tauranga Bay seal colony or do a day trip to Karamea 
and the amazing Oparara Arches  - the limestone attraction and 
honeycomb caves. Stay in the small town of Punakaiki - as there is 
low light pollution it’s a great place to go star gazing.

Stay another night on the West Coast DAY
6

South Island Distances (Km)
Kaikoura Hanmer 

Springs
Blenheim Picton Nelson Westport Punakaiki Greymouth

Christchurch 181 134 309 337 415 332 288 244

Greymouth 326 214 324 350 286 101 47

Punakaiki 364 253 302 328 265 56

Westport 328 216 260 285 222

Nelson 243 300 114 134

Picton 156 286 28

Blenheim 128 258

Hanmer Springs 131

Highlights: Abel Tasman National Park / Golden Bay 

Visiting Abel Tasman National Park is a must-do experience. A boat 
trip over the crystal clear waters to the golden sand beaches will 
take your breath away. Enjoy the antics of local seals, have a picnic 
on the beach or savour a seafood meal at a lodge or you can drive to 
Golden Bay where you will be astounded by the clearest spring water 
in the world at Te Waikoropupu Springs, and the natural wonder of 
Farewell Spit - a 30km long sandspit. Surrounding Nelson city you 
will find 28 cellar doors where you can taste the award-winning local 
wines and 11 breweries crafting local beers. Nelson Tasman is home 
to over 300 working artists and the incredibly creative World of 
Wearable Art and Classic Cars Museum.

Westport
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Christchurch

Punting on  
the Avon
Experience life the way it should be – relaxed, tranquil and 
thoroughly enjoyable! Sink back into the velvet cushions of 
your boat as the Edwardian punter gently glides you down 
the Avon River, passing the trailing willows and leafy banks of 
the stunning Christchurch Botanic Gardens. This is an iconic 
Christchurch experience and an attraction not to be missed! 

punting.co.nz

Christchurch 
Gondola 
The Gondola whisks you to the top of the Port Hills for 
stunning views. See the extinct volcano, sheltering Lyttelton 
harbour. To the west, the Southern Alps seem close in clear 
air and to the East, the ocean and the sky stretch far as the 
eye can see. Experience the Time Tunnel, and enjoy a snack 
at the Red Rock Café. 

gondola.co.nz

International 
Antarctic Centre
One of New Zealand’s best tourist attractions, the 
International Antarctic Centre based at Christchurch Airport 
provides visitors of all ages with an interactive, fun and 
exciting experience of Antarctica. The centre includes: a 
hagglund ride, ice voyage 4D Show, a ‘real’ snow and ice 
experience, penguin encounter and informative, hands on 
displays. 

iceberg.co.nz 

Christchurch Street Art

Christchurch is the largest city in the  
South Island of New Zealand and one of  
the world’s most unique destinations. 
Bordered by the Port Hills and the Pacific 
Ocean, it is situated on the Canterbury 
Plains with the Southern Alps as a majestic 
backdrop, allowing for a huge array of 
experiences within just a few hours’ 
drive. Christchurch has a rich Maori and 
European history with strong links to both 
Ngai Tahu and England seen throughout 
the city. Witness it as it continues to re-
emerge, after the earthquakes, as a world-
leading, smart city. See urban regeneration 
and innovation, set within stunning gardens 
and a picturesque backdrop.

christchurchnz.com
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Accommodation
The George A centrally located five star luxury boutique 
hotel overlooking Hagley Park. thegeorge.com

Commodore Airport Hotel A stylish 4 plus star airport 
hotel providing superb accommodation.
commodorehotel.co.nz

Sudima Hotel Christchurch Airport Newly 
refurbished 4 plus star airport hotel is ideal place to rest 
and rejuvenate. sudimahotels.co.nz/christchurch-airport

Novotel Christchurch Cathedral Square 4 plus 
star premium landmark hotel located close to Cathedral 
Square. accorhotels.com/6592

Orari Bed & Breakfast A sumptuous place with 10 
beautifully appointed suites in the heart of Christchurch.
orari.co.nz

Restaurants
Curator’s House Restaurant, located in the Botanic 
Gardens, focussing on fresh quality local produce with a 
Spanish influence. curatorshouse.co.nz

Tramway Restaurant  
Experience the colonial style dining tram and be treated to 
the finest service and cuisine NZ has to offer.
welcomeaboard.co.nz/christchurch-tram/tram-restaurant

Madam Kwong’s Restaurant A newly refurbished 
restaurant providing traditional Cantonese cuisine as well 
as Yum Cha for lunch. madamkwong.nz

Chi Kitchen A stylish restaurant, located in the 
Christchurch Casino, serving authentic Cantonese cuisine.
christchurchcasino.nz/en/restaurants-bars/chi-kitchen

King of Snake This restaurant, situated in the nightlife 
hub of Victoria Street, serves a fusion of Asian and NZ 
dishes kingofsnake.co.nz

New Regent Street

Christchurch  
Botanic Gardens
Founded in 1863, the Christchurch Botanic Gardens now 
feature one of the finest collections of exotic and native 
plants found in New Zealand. Take time to explore the 
gardens, which are considered to be an oasis in the city of 
Christchurch with 21 hectares of horticultural displays, several 
conservatories, memorials, garden art and walking tracks.

www.ccc.govt.nz/cityleisure/parkswalkways/
christchurchbotanicgardens

Christchurch 
Transitional 
Cathedral
An easy walk from any point in the central city, the Transitional 
Cardboard Cathedral sits at the southern end of Latimer 
Square. The Cathedral, designed by Japanese architect 
Shigeru Ban, is the world’s only cathedral made substantially 
of cardboard. Constructed from a series of 96 cardboard 
tubes and framing, this is a symbol of innovation, hope and 
inspiration for the city for the next 50 or so years.
 
cardboardcathedral.org.nz

Willowbank 
Wildlife Reserve
Willowbank is located just five minutes from Christchurch 
Airport and 15 minutes from the central city. See unique 
native wildlife, feed farm animals, and learn about the 
country’s natural history. Ko Tane, set inside Willowbank, is 
an authentic Maori cultural experience which gives an insight 
in to pre-European Maori. This is a memorable evening of 
traditional food and live cultural performances.

willowbank.co.nz
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Kaikoura

Whale Watch 
Kaikoura
Off the Kaikoura coastline is a marine environment so rich 
in nutrients that it attracts some of the most magnificent 
creatures with which we share our planet. Among them are 
Giant Sperm Whales that can grow up to 20 metres and 
weigh over 50 tons. These whales can be seen all year round 
making Kaikoura one of the most popular whale watching 
locations in the world.

whalewatch.co.nz

Dolphin 
Encounter 
Kaikoura
Amongst the varied and vibrant sea life found off Kaikoura is 
the spectacular dusky dolphin, found in pods of up to several 
hundred and one of the most delightfully exuberant characters 
of the Southern Ocean. Dolphin Encounter operates tours by 
boat up to three times per day all year round for swimming with 
or watching these magnificent dolphins. Dolphin Encounter 
(Encounter Kaikoura) is a Qualmark Endorsed visitor activity 
and has attained the Enviro Gold Qualmark rating.

dolphinencounter.co.nz

Seal Swim 
Kaikoura
Lonely Planet’s ‘Top Choice’ for Kaikoura activities, 
swimming with playful New Zealand Fur Seals in the shallow 
waters of the beautiful Kaikoura Peninsula truly is a unique 
experience. Regular feedback from travellers rates seal 
swimming as one of the highlights of their visit to New 
Zealand. Seal Swim was also recently listed as one of the 
world’s ‘Top 10 Best Marine Encounters’ in ‘The World’s 
1000 Ultimate Adventures Publication’. 

sealswimkaikoura.co.nz 

 A seal in Kaikoura

Kaikoura is located on the east coast 
of the South Island 2.5 hours north of 
Christchurch and 2 hours south of Picton. 
Within the Kaikoura District, you will find 
some of the most breathtaking scenery 
in the country with a stunning coastline, 
a dramatic peninsula and some of the 
South Island’s highest mountains. Our 
unique ocean environment is home to an 
astonishing variety of marine life including 
seals, dolphins, whales and albatross. 

Kaikoura provides an unforgettable 
location for a combination of New 
Zealand’s best eco-tourism experiences.

In 2011, Kaikoura became the only 
destination in the world to gain Earthcheck 
Gold Community certification. In 2014 
Kaikoura received Earthcheck Platinum 
Certification.

kaikoura.co.nz 
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Sperm Whale

Accommodation
Bella Vista 4-star motel 5 minutes’ walk from the town 
centre. bellavista.co.nz/our-motels/kaikoura

Hapuku Lodge and Tree Houses Luxury lodge 
located in one of the most beautiful places in the world. 
hapukulodge.com 

Manakau Lodge Luxury retreat in beautiful 
mountain surroundings among groves of manuka trees. 
manakaulodge.co.nz

Quality Suites Kaikoura Spacious suites located 
just minutes from Kaikoura’s leading attractions. 
qualitysuiteskaikoura.co.nz

White Morph Heritage Boutique Collection
Quality accommodation located right on the waterfront. 
whitemorph.co.nz

Restaurants 
The Pier Historic hotel famous for the freshest seafood 
and Kaikoura crayfish. thepierhotel.co.nz

Green Dolphin A family owned and operated business 
creating flavoursome dishes that are uniquely Kaikoura. 
greendolphin.com

Tuti’s Specialists in Indonesian and Singaporean cuisine. 
tutis.co.nz

Lobster Inn Tavern Savour the local delicacy crayfish 
in a relaxed dining environment. lobsterinntavern.co.nz

Donegal House Restaurant Restaurant set amongst 
lovely gardens in a beautiful rural setting.  
donegalhouse.co.nz

Wings  
Over Whales
Adventure through the skies and go whale watching 
by aeroplane! Alternatively, enjoy a Scenic Air Tour of 
Kaikoura’s spectacular mountain and coastline scenery. 
Wings Over Whales deliver a friendly, high quality, boutique 
flying experience to all customers. Passengers are able to 
enjoy their own window seat from the comfort and safety 
of a high-winged aircraft, allowing an unobstructed view of 
Kaikoura’s marine life.

whales.co.nz

Kaikoura Kayaks
Whether you want to paddle with the marine life, go 
kayak fishing, hire your own sea kayak, sit on top, stand 
up paddle board, or even a fishing rod - it’s all here. The 
curious New Zealand Fur Seals & Dusky Dolphins are only 
a few paddle strokes away and our local qualified guides 
would love to introduce you to them around the Kaikoura 
Peninsula. Suitable for all ages and abilities, operating year 
round, kayaking with the marine life in Kaikoura has been 
the highlight for a lot of travellers and families while in  
New Zealand. 

kaikourakayaks.co.nz

Glenstrae 
4 Wheeler 
Adventures
Glenstrae 4 Wheeler Adventures offers you an unforgettable 
outdoor adventure through 1600 acres of a third generation 
working farm with spectacular terrain. Journey through native 
bush and streams to the magnificent Haumuri Bluffs where 
you find seals basking in the sun, panoramic views of the 
snow-capped mountains in the distance and the spectacular 
Kaikoura coastline. Either ride a quad bike or enjoy being a 
passenger in the argo.

4wheeladventures.co.nz
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Hanmer Springs
& Hurunui

Hanmer Springs 
Thermal Pools  
& Spa
Award-winning thermal pools complex with 15 hot pools, 
freshwater family pools, water slides, a luxurious day spa 
and a cafe. Unwind in a range of thermal pools at a range of 
temperatures, be pampered with a massage or body treatment 
at the spa, or enjoy family fun in the heated freshwater pools 
and slides. 

hanmersprings.co.nz

Thrillseekers  
Adventures
Many adventures – one location! Thrillseekers offers you 
the outdoor adventure activities that New Zealand is famous 
for... blast along the Waiau River on a jet boat, experience an 
adrenalin rush as you bungy jump, relax on a grade 2 rafting 
adventure, or take up the challenge of the quad bikes.

thrillseekers.co.nz 

Hanmer Springs 
Animal Park
Set on 20 acres, amidst spectacular mountain views, is 
two acres of sheltered purpose-built farm park where you 
can relax and wander freely among our animals in a clean 
and peaceful setting. All year round fun, entertainment and 
activities, whatever the weather. Relax with a coffee, smoothie 
or delicious food, at the on-site cafe.

hanmer-animal-park.nz 

Waiau River and Hanmer Basin

Welcome to a magical place - the Hurunui. 
From rugged coastlines and sandy 
beaches to inland alpine villages and 
lush green forests - the natural beauty 
of the area is overwhelming. The jewel 
in its crown is the alpine spa village of 
Hanmer Springs, a tranquil spot with all 
of the best New Zealand has to offer - 
from stunning scenery to adrenalin filled 
activities. The village is also home to the 
country’s largest natural thermal pools 
complex. Add to that the internationally 
renowned wine region Waipara Valley, and 
the Hurunui becomes a destination you 
cannot miss.

visithurunui.co.nz 
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Accommodation
Heritage Hotel Centrally located 4.5 star hotel 
surrounded by landscaped gardens. heritagehotels.co.nz

Village Lake Apartments Fully self-contained 2 and 3 
bedroom luxury apartments. villagelake.co.nz

Select Braemar Lodge & Spa A lodge with spacious 
suites and spectacular views over the Hanmer Basin. 
selectbraemarlodge.com

Hot Springs Motor Lodge Nestled against an alpine 
mountain backdrop, just a short walk from the village 
centre. hotspringsmotorlodge.co.nz

Settlers Motel 5 star accommodation with relaxing 
decor and furnishings located on a quiet side street. 
settlershanmer.co.nz

Restaurants 
Malabar Award winning Asian fusion restaurant.  
malabar.co.nz

Pegasus Bay Winery Winery restaurant with emphasis 
on freshness and simplicity using local ingredients. 
pegasusbay.com
 
Eden Restaurant Contemporary fine dining menu 
featuring local, seasonal produce. edenrestaurant.co.nz

Monteith’s Brewery Bar Rustic eatery with indoor and 
outdoor fireplaces and high-end fare. mbbh.co.nz

Marble Point Winery Award winning boutique winery 
with restaurant offering stunning views overlooking the 
Waiau River. marblepoint.co.nz

Catherdral Cliffs, Gore Bay

Black Estate
Family owned and operated, Black Estate is a winery, tasting 
room and restaurant which sits above the Black Estate Home 
vineyard. Renowned for making expressive and organic wines, 
Black Estate brings the same philosophy to the food served 
in the restaurant. Lunch is sourced using local and organic 
produce and can be enjoyed with a selection of current and 
aged Black Estate wines. 

blackestate.co.nz

Hanmer Springs 
Adventure Centre  
Hanmer Springs Adventure Centre offers a variety of services 
and activities, including quad bike adventure tours, mountain 
bike hire (guided rides are available), claybird shooting, 
archery and fishing rod hire (with local fishing information 
and licences).      

hanmeradventure.co.nz

Waipara  
Hills Winery
An impressive architecturally designed building set amongst 
landscaped gardens with spectacular views across The 
Home Block vineyard to the picturesque Teviotdale Hills. 
Specialising in aromatics; visitors to the cellar door can 
sample award winning Pinot Gris, Riesling, Pinot Noir, 
Sauvignon Blanc and Chardonnay. Delicious local and 
imported ingredients are used to create seasonal dishes that 
pair perfectly with Waipara Hills wines.

waiparahillswines.co.nz
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Marlborough

Marlborough 
Tour Company 
Seafood Odyssea 
Cruise
Relax and enjoy the stunning Marlborough Sounds on the 
Seafood Odyssea Cruise, featuring Regal salmon, Cloudy Bay 
clams and Greenshell Mussels with Marlborough Sauvignon 
Blanc for the definitive wine and food match. Enjoy the 
natural beauty of the Queen Charlotte Sound while cruising 
aboard a luxury launch that departs from Picton. Cruise near 
a Marlborough salmon farm, learn about aquaculture in the 
Marlborough Sounds and take in the picturesque scenery.

marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz

Cloudy Bay  
wine tasting & 
vineyard tour
Experience a private wine tasting at Cloudy Bay followed by 
a vineyard tour hosted by a member of the viticulture team. 
Explore the Cloudy Bay wine range and discover the complexity, 
finesse and elegance synonymous with the Cloudy Bay 
brand. The vineyard tour will illustrate the variety of soil and 
microclimate types at the source, and provide an insight into the 
wine’s resulting flavour and aromatic profile. 

cloudybay.co.nz

Marlborough Sounds

Our wines are world-famous, our waters are 
national treasures, and from the mountains  
to the sea, your time in Marlborough will  
be brilliant. 

Only Marlborough boasts a fifth of the 
country’s coastline, New Zealand’s largest 
wine region, and its largest high-country 
farm. This makes for a fantastic holiday filled 
with great food, wine and craft beer, and 
unforgettable experiences in the mountains, 
among the vineyards or by the sea. 

Marlborough sits at the head of the 
Southern Alps, at the top of the South 
Island. Protected by mountain ranges, the 
temperate climate and high sunshine hours 
make Marlborough a fantastic year-round 
destination.

marlboroughnz.com

Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre is home to the outstanding 
Knights of the Sky exhibition, featuring Sir Peter Jackson’s 
own collection of WWI aircraft and rare memorabilia, and 
brought to life by sensational sets created by WingNut 
Films and Weta Workshop. Due to open in July 2016 is a 
second exhibition titled ‘Dangerous Skies’, which will take 
you on a historical and geographical journey showcasing the 
development of aviation during WWII. 

omaka.org.nz
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Accommodation
Bay of Many Coves Five star luxury accommodation 
nestled in the stunning Marlborough Sounds. 
bayofmanycoves.co.nz

Chateau Marlborough Marlborough’s premier 
boutique hotel in Blenheim. marlboroughnz.co.nz

Scenic Hotel Marlborough A relaxed and friendly 
four star plus hotel overlooking Seymour Square Gardens 
in Blenheim. scenichotelgroup.co.nz/marlborough

Marlborough Vintners Hotel Luxury accommodation 
in a peaceful and picturesque vineyard setting. mvh.co.nz

The Marlborough Lodge An elegant luxury lodge 
surrounded by 16 acres of secluded parklands. 
themarlboroughlodge.co.nz

Restaurants 
Bamboo Garden Embraces the richness and diversity 
of Asian cuisine, from classic Chinese to Thai and 
Japanese dishes. bamboogarden.co.nz

Lemongrass Authentic Thai and Vietnamese inspired 
cuisine to delight your senses. thelemongrass.co.nz

Arbour A modern and relaxed restaurant with innovative 
cuisine and an extensive wine list. arbour.co.nz

Le Café A relaxed restaurant and bar venue with 
delicious seafood and views over the Marlborough 
Sounds. lecafepicton.co.nz

Brancott Estate Delicious wine and food with stunning 
views overlooking the Brancott Estate vineyard. 
brancottestate.com

Marlborough Vineyards

Beachcomber 
Cruises Paua 
Farm tour

E-Ko Tours

Join the Beachcomber Cruises boat cruise from Picton out 
to Arapawa Island to discover how the Blue Pearl is grown 
on the island. Take in the breathtaking scenery made up of 
a myriad of waterways and tranquil bays whilst enjoying a 
commentary from your friendly skipper and guide. Finish the 
tour with a visit to a local jeweller to view handmade pearl 
jewellery, the only place in the world where you can buy these 
unique pearls. 

beachcombercruises.co.nz

E-Ko Tours offers conservation focused wildlife tours 
from Picton. Visit the historic Ship Cove, Motuara Island 
bird sanctuary or swim with the dolphins. Cruise the 
sheltered waters of the stunning Marlborough Sounds 
and view wild dolphins, seals, penguins and bird life in 
their natural environment.

www.e-ko.nz

Brancott Estate 
cycling tour
What better way to discover the home of Brancott Estate 
wines than by bike! Starting at the Brancott Estate Heritage 
Centre, cycle through the renowned Brancott vineyard, 
personally led by an informative and educational guide. This 
is a unique opportunity to learn about the viticulture process 
that goes into the making of Brancott Estate wines, as well 
as the chance to taste a selection of premium Brancott 
Estate wines amongst the vines. 

brancottestate.com
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Nelson Tasman

Wilsons  
Abel Tasman
Relaxation or adventures - the expert guides at Wilsons will 
ensure you have an unforgetable experience in the Abel 
Tasman National Park whether it is for half a day or a whole 
day. Enjoy the spectacular coastline by day on the Vista Cruise 
Catamaran. Luxuriate in the beachfront lodges in the evening 
with the finest local food and wine. 

abeltasman.co.nz

Abel Tasman  
Sea Shuttle
Abel Tasman Sea Shuttle specialise in taking visitors into the 
Abel Tasman National Park by boat with their purpose-built 
water taxis and their sea kayak company, Kaiteriteri Kayaks. 
Their trips offer suberb experiences for all age groups and 
abilities. Cruise, hike, kayak, relax - the choice is yours!

abeltasmanseashuttles.co.nz 

Abel Tasman 
Aquataxi
Abel Tasman AquaTaxi provides quick, flexible water 
transport services in the Abel Tasman National Park all year 
round. Whether visitors are looking for a short walk, a scenic 
day out or a multiday hiking adventure thay have an option 
to suit. AquaTaxi gets closer to those out-of-the way spots in 
their 18-seater boats.

aquataxi.co.nz

Abel Tasman National Park

Located at the top of the South Island, 
the Nelson Tasman region is home to 
three spectacular national parks, with a 
diversity ranging from golden beaches 
and lush native forest to crystal clear 
lakes and snowy mountain ranges. As well 
as a stunning natural environment and 
sunny climate, the region is renowned for 
the creative arts with over 300 working 
artists. Visitors can enjoy the great 
outdoors in comfort: hiking, cruising, 
kayaking and cycling by day; then relaxing 
in luxury accommodation in the evening, 
accompanied by fine local cuisine with 
succulent seafood, boutique wines and 
craft beers. Come and be inspired!

nelsonnz.com
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Accommodation
Grand Mercure Nelson Monaco This property offers 
boutique hotel rooms and a range of self-contained 
cottages. monacoresort.co.nz

Rutherford Hotel A modern hotel in the centre of town 
with facilities including 2 restaurants, a café and a bar. 
rutherfordhotel.nz

Quest Apartments This property features a range of 
serviced apartments providing value-for-money in the 
CBD. questapartments.co.nz

Kaiteriteri Beachfront Apartments These 
apartments are perfectly located to begin your experience 
in Abel Tasman National Park. experiencekaiteriteri.co.nz

Peppers Awaroa Lodge Nestled in the heart of Abel 
Tasman National Park this ecolodge offers 4-star hotel 
accommodation. peppers.co.nz/awaroa

Restaurants 
New Asia Chinese Restaurant An inviting restaurant 
where the food is guaranteed to be cooked by qualified 
Master or Senior Chinese Chefs. 279 Hardy St, Nelson

The Boatshed Café Enjoy fresh local seafood directly 
over the water, with views across Nelson harbour. 
boatshedcafe.co.nz

Hopgoods Restaurant Savour seasonally-based bistro-
style dishes in a relaxing environment. hopgoods.co.nz

Jellyfish Café Enjoy great food with Mediterranean 
influences in this seaside café. jellyfishmapua.co.nz

Mahana Kitchen Experience fine wines and cuisine in this 
restaurant overlooking the organic vineyard. mahana.nz

Yao Chen at Kaiteriteri Beach

Abel Tasman  
Sailing Adventures
Enjoy the Abel Tasman National Park at a relaxing pace, on 
board a sailing catamaran. Get involved with learning how 
to sail, or if you prefer just lie back on the deck and feel the 
breeze in your hair. Many options are available to combine 
with hiking and relaxing on the beach. Overnight trips are 
also available so you can enjoy the serenity of the park in the 
evenings and experience an early morning sunrise.

sailingadventures.co.nz

Farewell  
Spit Eco Tours
The only way to experience the unique 30km long Farewell 
Spit is in a comfortable 4WD bus with entertaining and 
knowledgable guides. Bring your camera to make the most 
of this nature lover’s paradise and learn about the history of 
the region at the lighthouse reserve. You will enjoy the antics 
of seals and their pups and see thousands of migratory birds 
who make this their summer home. 

farewellspit.com

Skydive  
Abel Tasman
Amaze yourself with a tandem skydive over paradise. 
Jumping from 16,500ft means you will be able to see both 
the North and the South Islands, turquoise oceans and 
mountainous wilderness areas. Take home a fun video of your 
skydive so you can relive the most exciting moment of your 
life! Great value, incredible photography, an unforgettable 
experience!

skydive.co.nz
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West Coast

TranzAlpine  
Rail Journey
The TranzAlpine Rail Journey from Christchurch to Greymouth 
is one of the ‘top 6 train journeys in the world’ and a West 
Coast must do. The train passes through 16 tunnels and over 
five viaducts with panoramic views of snow-capped peaks, icy 
rivers, beech forests, spectacular gorges and river valleys.

kiwirailscenic.co.nz/TranzAlpine

On Yer Bike
Action packed off-road adventures for all ages through 300 
acres of West Coast rainforest and farm. Navigate your 
own quad bike or two seater off road Go-Kart across rivers, 
through masses of our famous mud and puddles that resemble 
small lakes.

onyerbike.co.nz

Lake Brunner
A picturesque rain forest lake with world class trout fishing, 
golf course, café, hotel, motels, restaurant and amazing walks.

golakebrunner.co.nz

Buller Gorge

Welcome to the West Coast of the  
South Island; it is an untamed, natural, 
wilderness with a greater variety of scenic 
icons than any other place in New Zealand. 
From rugged coastlines along the Great 
Coast Road to rain forests, wetlands and 
glaciers framed by the Southern Alps it’s 
all here. Stay in Greymouth, Punakaiki, 
Westport, Reefton or Karamea with a range 
of different styles of accommodation.

westcoast.co.nz
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Accommodation
Coleraine Apartments (Greymouth)  
3 minutes from town centre opposite great restaurant.  
colerainegreymouth.nz 

Lake Brunner Hotel (Lake Brunner)  
Quality accommodation with a great restaurant and views 
of the lake. lakebrunnerresort.net.nz 

Punakaiki Resort (Punakaiki) 4-star hotel with 
stunning sunset views. williamshotels.co.nz 

Birds Ferry Lodge (Westport)  
Excellent boutique accommodation just south of Westport.  
birdsferrylodge.co.nz 

Lantern Court Motel (Reefton)  
Centrally located motel with cafes and restaurants nearby. 
lanterncourtmotel.co.nz 

Restaurants 
Miners on Sea (Granity) fantastic food and 
accommodation right on the beach. minersonsea.co.nz
 
Pancake Café (Punakaiki) Lovely café across the road 
from the famous pancake rocks and blow holes. 
punakaiki.co.nz/refreshments/ 

Denniston Dog Restaurant (Westport)  
Fantastic range of menu choices with top service.  
dennistondog.co.nz

Quarry Restaurant (Westport)  
Excellent hotel food right on the main street.  
facebook.com/TheQuarryWestport  

Broadway Tea Rooms (Reefton)  
An iconic café and bakery with a great range of food.
thefuturedoughco.co.nz

Tauranga Bay 

The Denniston  
Experience

Out West Tours

Come coal mining with us. Enjoy a fully guided tour into an 
original 1880’s underground coal mine. Kitted out with a hard 
hat, lamp & raincoat a narrow gauge train takes you along the 
spectacular Waimangaroa Gorge and then 170 metres uphill 
into the oldest of Dennistons’ mines.

denniston.co.nz
 

Out West Tours offers an excellent wild West Coast 
experience, taking you off the beaten track on a journey into 
the wild heart of the land. Enjoy spectacular landscapes and 
travel historic mining trails, or visit New Zealand’s largest 
opencast coal mine, as you relax in one of our fully air-
conditioned four-wheel-drive (4WD) vehicles.

outwest.co.nz

UnderWorld  
Adventures
The Charleston Gloworm Cave Tour takes visitors by 
“Rainforest Train” in to the magnificent rain forest of the 
Nile River Canyon to explore the enormous Nile River Cave 
System. In the cave visitors will experience an ancient 
wonderland of stalactites and stalagmites and galaxies of 
GlowWorms all in their natural unspoilt state.

caverafting.com/gloworm-cave-tour/
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