Fire
• We encourage the use of gas cookers. No fires are
permitted in campsites or along the track.
• During periods of extreme drought and high fire risk, the
track may be closed.

Water
• All water should be treated, filtered or boiled for 3 minutes
to make it safe to drink.
• Do not use soap in streams.
• Always carry drinking water, particularly between
Kenepuru and Te Mahia saddles.
• Water taps are provided at the DOC campsites and
washing sinks are provided in the cooking shelters.
• Water supplies are limited, so use sparingly.
• During dry seasons a water supply may be empty.

Jetties
Many jetties in the Sounds, such as the one at Outward
Bound New Zealand, Anakiwa, are privately owned. Boat
owners can use them for picking up and dropping off
passengers and luggage only. Please do not tie up or leave
your boat unattended at any jetty in the Sounds.

Outward Bound New Zealand
The Outward Bound school at Anakiwa has a long history
with the Queen Charlotte Track. Students can be seen
helping to maintain the track as well as using it as part
of their course activities. The school also manages and
maintains the toilet block at the Anakiwa end of the track.
The school welcomes visitors enquiring about it and the
courses it provides www.outwardbound.co.nz

Private land
Sections of the track cross private land. Track users are
required to have a Queen Charlotte Track Land Cooperative
(Q.C.T.L.C.) Pass for all Q.C.T.L.C. private land between
Kenepuru Saddle, Torea Saddle, Te Mahia Saddle and
Anakiwa. The Pass fee contributes to track maintenance,
enhancement and access. Please respect the owners’ property
and do not take vehicles, firearms or dogs on the track. The
sections of track on these properties only exist through the
good will and cooperation of the land-owners.

Rubbish
There are no rubbish facilities along the track: please take
your rubbish away with you.

Wasps
Wasps are common in late summer and autumn, particularly
on beech trees. Carry antihistamines if you are allergic to
their stings.

Pigs
While walking or riding, you may notice the ground
disturbed in places alongside the track. This may be caused
by wild pigs rooting for worms, grubs and plant roots. Pigs
are rarely seen by walkers and if you are lucky enough
to meet one, the pig will usually take fright and quickly
disappear into the bush.

For more information about the Queen Charlotte
Track, visit www.doc.govt.nz or contact:
Department of Conservation
Picton i-SITE
Picton Foreshore
PO Box 29, Blenheim 7240
Phone: (03) 520 3113 Fax: (03) 573 5021
Email: picton@i-site.org.nz
Queen Charlotte Track Incorporated
www.qctrack.co.nz
Department of Conservation
Nelson Visitor Centre
Millers Acre Centre / Taha o te Awa
79 Trafalgar Street, Nelson 7010
PO Box 375, Nelson 7040
Phone: (03) 546 9339
Email: nelsonvc@doc.govt.nz
Cover: Waikawa, Torea and
Kaipakirikiri Bays. Photo: Roy Grose
Published by:
Department of Conservation
Waitohi/Picton Office
P O Box 161, Picton 7250
New Zealand
February 2015
Editing and design:
Publishing Team, DOC National Office

This publication is produced using
paper sourced from well-managed,
renewable and legally logged forests.
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Introduction

Getting there

Conservation management

Deep in the heart of the Marlborough Sounds, South
Island, New Zealand, the spectacular Queen Charlotte
Track stretches from the legendary Meretoto/Ship Cove to
Anakiwa, home of Outward Bound New Zealand’s school.
The track passes through lush coastal forest, around
historic bays, along skyline ridges, crossing both private
and public land and offers unsurpassed views of the
Queen Charlotte/Tōtaranui and Kenepuru sounds. The
track is a unique partnership between the Department of
Conservation (DOC), Marlborough District Council and
private landowners (see the fees section).
The 70-kilometre track is wide and benched and is
suitable for both walkers and mountain bike riders, taking
3 to 5 days to complete walking, or 2 to 3 days mountain
biking. Walking boots or a mountain bike and a good level
of fitness are required.
Much of the track’s charm is its relative ease of access,
which allows visitors to walk or bike the track in sections.
Road and boat transport services are available from
Picton. It is also possible for visitors to arrange for a boat
operator to transport their packs between accommodation
places. Historic Meretoto/Ship Cove is the favoured point
for beginning the track. There are many places to stay
along the way, either in private accommodation or in DOC
campsites.
The Queen Charlotte Track is the Marlborough Sounds
section of Te Araroa — The Long Pathway, a hiking trail
the length of New Zealand, from Cape Reinga to Bluff. For
more information on Te Araroa go to www.teararoa.org.nz.
Mountain biking is allowed on the track all year round
except for the section from Ship Cove to Kenepuru Saddle,
which is closed in the busy summer season – between
1 December and 28 February (read the mountain biking
section for more information).

Private transport

Sounds Restoration Trust

On Tawa Saddle. Photo: Z Heine

Anakiwa, Te Mahia Saddle, Mistletoe Bay, Torea Saddle
and Bay and Kenepuru Saddle are all accessible by road.
Endeavour Inlet, Resolution Bay and Meretoto/Ship Cove
can only be accessed by sea. Many short walks can be
enjoyed from these places.

Transport operators
A number of companies offer boat transport to and from
points along the track, including Meretoto/Ship Cove and
Anakiwa.
Further information is available from the Picton i-SITE.

Fees
Sections of the track cross private
land. Track users are required to have a Queen
Charlotte Track Land Cooperative (Q.C.T.L.C.) Pass for
all Q.C.T.L.C. private land between Kenepuru Saddle,
Torea Saddle, Te Mahia Saddle and Anakiwa. The pass
fee contributes to track maintenance, enhancement
and access. For more information on the pass contact
the Q.C.T.L.C. qctlc@yahoo.co.nz or www.qctlc.com

Pass fees:
$10.00 for a 1 day pass.
$18.00 for up to 5 consecutive days.
$25.00 for an annual pass.
School children are free.
Passes can be purchased at local i-SITEs, a dispensing
machine at Anakiwa and some businesses near the track.

The Trust seeks to restore the native ecosystems and iconic
landscapes of the Sounds by tackling threats such as plant
and animal pests. It was set up in 2007 by concerned local
residents and holiday home owners. Their initial project has
been wilding pine control in inner Queen Charlotte Sound.
The results of their efforts can be seen from the Queen
Charlotte Track in the dead and dying pine trees on many
hillsides. An estimated 25,000 wilding pines have been
controlled by injecting them with herbicide so far. The Trust
is supported by DOC, the Marlborough District Council, local
landowners, national funding agencies and local businesses.

Track re-route and upgrade
The Queen Charlotte Track has a programme of regular
upgrades and re-routes. These re-routes and upgrades
improve the track experience for users by improving the
track gradient, surface, and drainage. They also make the
most of the stunning views. DOC staff use diggers but also
undertake a considerable amount of work with hand tools. A
concerted effort has been made to keep costs to a minimum
by making good use of natural materials such as local rock,
and using culverts and dry stone walling to minimise the
need for bridges to be built. This adds character to the track
and enhances the walking/biking experience.

Your safety is your responsibility

Please remember
The Sounds Foreshore Reserve
Public access to most bays and
beaches in the Marlborough
Sounds is guaranteed by the unique
Sounds Foreshore Reserve. This is
an approximately 20-metre wide
strip of publicly owned land above
the mean high water mark. If you
use this reserve, please respect the
rights of any nearby residents. Some
landowners have riparian (private)
rights to the foreshore.

History
Māori tradition offers several stories explaining the origin
of the Marlborough Sounds, called ‘Te Tau Ihu o Te Waka a
Māui’, or ‘The Prow of the Canoe of Māui’. One legend tells
how Māui, the Polynesian hero and explorer was paddling
his waka with his brothers when, with a magical hook, he
pulled up an enormous fish, that formed the North Island.
Jealous, his brothers capsized the waka, which became
the South Island, its intricately carved prow forming the
Marlborough Sounds. The outer sounds are also associated
with the renowned Polynesian explorer
Kupe. The carved pou whenua (pole) at
Meretoto/Ship Cove illustrates the legend
of Kupe and the giant wheke (octopus).
Many Māori place names in this area
commemorate his exploits. The carved
bollards at the bridge at Meretoto/Ship
Cove signify the iwi of the area.
For at least 800 years Māori have occupied
the Sounds, where abundant kai moana or
seafood from the sheltered inlets, together
with birds, has sustained their developing
culture. Evidence of their seasonal camps,
permanently occupied villages and
fortified pā can still be seen throughout
the area. Tōtaranui/Queen Charlotte
Sound was an important trade route long
before the inter-island ferries plied its
waters. Taking advantage of low saddles
occurring between sounds, Māori carried
their canoes over land to avoid long sea
journeys. Today, the saddle at Torea is still
used to link Picton with Kenepuru Sound.
The European name Portage, in the midsection of the track, bears testament to this
practice, meaning ‘hauling’, or ‘carrying’.
All historic sites in the area are protected,
both Māori and European.
Dutchman Abel Janszoon Tasman was
the first European to sight the Sounds
on his visit to New Zealand in 1642. He
and his men spent Christmas of that
Bollard at Meretoto/Ship Cove. Photo: Bill Cash

Wildlife and vegetation
year sheltering their ships – the
Heemskerck and Zeehaen – from
a storm near Rangitoto ki te
Tonga/D’Urville Island but they
never set foot ashore. That honour
went to Captain James Cook. Cook
took advantage of the shelter and
food available in the Sounds and
made Meretoto, which he renamed
‘Ship Cove’, his New Zealand base.
Between 1770 and 1777, Cook and
his crews spent 170 days sheltering
there. It was at Ship Cove, that the
first sustained contacts between
Māori and Europeans took place.
‘Queen Charlotte’ was the name
he gave the Sound. The Māori
name is ‘Tōtaranui’, reflecting the
tōtara trees growing there, a valued
resource. While at Meretoto/Ship
Cove he discovered a plant now
called ‘Cook’s scurvy grass’, which
yielded valuable vitamin C to cure
scurvy among his crew. On your
boat trip to or from Meretoto/Ship
Cove it is well worth taking time
out to explore Motuara Island,
rich in bird life (including tīeke/
saddleback) and its association
with Cook’s visits.
In Endeavour Inlet during the
1880s, a small town grew around a
series of antimony mines. Narrow,
horizontal tunnels or ‘adits’ were
dug, from which vertical shafts
descended deep into the hills. Early
miners took the antimony ore on
a tramway down the valley to a
wharf, from where it was shipped to
England to be processed and used
for hardening lead and pewter.

South Island robin. Photo: Rod Morris

As you journey the track, you will pass through a variety of
vegetation types, ranging from undisturbed native forests
to gorse-covered hills where forest is regenerating and
grassy farm land, all of which are typical of the New Zealand
landscape. Both ends of the track begin in forested reserves.
At sea level the forests are particularly lush: ferns, tree ferns,
nīkau palms, climbing kiekie and perching plants flourish,
making up a spectacular coastal forest that has been lost in
so many other places. Throughout the year colours change as
trees bear flowers and fruit. In spring puawānanga, the native
clematis, wears a gown of creamy white flowers; in autumn
bunches of red supplejack berries catch the eye, as do the
orange skins of kōhia, New Zealand passionfruit, discarded
by birds. You may spot bright rows of tiny fungi adorning
rotting wood and shiny-leaved karaka standing in groves
along the shore, their large berries ripening to a rich yellow.

Birds

Spotted shag. Photo: P Morrison

Native clematis. Photo: Roy Grose

Listen and watch for forest birds as you walk along the track;
mimic the bellbird or tūī and you may well be rewarded with
an answering call. Stir up the leaf litter and you may attract a
darting pīwakawaka (fantail) or a South Island robin, looking
to feast on insects of the forest floor. In summer, you may
occasionally hear the calls of the long-tailed and shining
cuckoo, while twilight stimulates the rasping calls of weka
and the haunting cry of ruru, the morepork.
Where the track follows the shoreline, take time to fossick in
the rocky strip between land and sea, especially at low tide.
Enriched by twice-daily tides, the mud and silt of Endeavour
Inlet and Big Bay estuaries are rich feeding grounds for
white-faced herons, oystercatchers and kingfishers. Sitting
patiently near the shore proves a worthwhile experience
for watching wildlife. You may see various species of shag
searching for food or sitting, statue-like, on a rock, drying
their feathers before flying off or diving for more food.
Occasionally, gannets are seen hurtling into the water to
catch unsuspecting fish. Where fish are particularly plentiful,
flocks of swooping terns and shearwaters may join in the
fishing. Bottlenose dolphins are regular visitors to the Sound
and you may be lucky enough to see them from the track
frolicking and cruising out from the shoreline.

Toilet facilities are provided and maintained by DOC with
help from private landowners and commercial operators.
To ensure the toilet systems run efficiently and don’t
smell, close the toilet lid after use, and close the toilet
door. Do not put rubbish or food scraps in the toilets. For
personal hygiene, walkers should carry hand-sanitising
lotion.
Please use the toilets where they have been provided and
avoid polluting bush margins and waterways. If you do
need to go to the toilet away from a toilet facility, go at
least 50 m (100 steps) off the track and bury your toilet
waste in the shallow organic layers of the topsoil, well
away from any flowing water.
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A number of private accommodation providers offer
hostel, cabin, motel and hotel lodgings, and tent sites.
The private tracks that leave the main track to private
accommodation are not constructed to the same standard
as the Queen Charlotte Track and may be narrow, steep,
and slippery when wet. Some private accommodation
sites may not be signposted, so make sure you get clear
directions when you book.
There are six DOC-managed, ‘self-registration’ campsites
on the track, each with toilets and water supply. There are
no cooking facilities at the campsites; you need to carry
your own cooker. Avoid disposing of food scraps around
the campsites as this causes visible pollution and attracts
vermin. Remember there are no rubbish facilities: please
take your rubbish back out with you.
Camping fees for DOC campsites are to be deposited
in the self-registration box at each site or prepaid at the
Picton i-SITE or at the DOC Office in Picton. These fees
go toward the maintenance of the camp facilities.

Cooking shelter

Accommodation/camping

* Private, on land administered by DOC.
Toilets provided at all campsites.
Water generally available at all campsites. It should be
treated, boiled or filtered, and used sparingly. In dry weather
water may run out.
No fires at all times anywhere along the track.

Walking the track
It is best to start the track from Meretoto/Ship Cove.
If you wish to have your pack carried between your
accommodation, you can arrange this with the boat
operators. The track is graded as an easier tramping
track. The walking times mentioned below are only
a guide and lean more towards a person with a slow
walking speed.
The map in this publication is not a route guide and
we advise walkers and mountain bikers to purchase
NewTopo Queen Charlotte Track map or NZTopo50
maps BQ28, BQ29 and BP29.

Grade: Easier tramping track

Umungata (Davies Bay) cooking shelter. Photo: Pete Brady

• Moderate day or multi-day tramping/hiking.
• Track is generally well formed, may be steep,
rough or muddy.
• Suitable for people with moderate fitness. Limited
backcountry (remote areas) experience required.
• Track has signs, poles or markers. Major stream
and river crossings are bridged.
• Light tramping/hiking boots required.
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*Ship Cove to Kenepuru Saddle is closed to mountain bikes
1 December–28 February.
This map is a guide only. For more information consult
NewTopo Queen Charlotte Track or NZTopo50 maps
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Queen Charlotte Track is the Marlborough
Sounds section of Te Araroa—The Long
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from Cape Reinga to Bluff. For more information
on Te Araroa go to www.teararoa.org.nz.
Base data supplied by Geographx Ltd—copyright reserved
Base data supplied by Geographx Ltd—copyright reserved

Getting to Picton
Bluebridge
Phone: 0800 844 844 or 03 573 7899
Website: www.bluebridge.co.nz
Email: bookings@bluebridge.co.nz
Interislander
Phone: 0800 802 802 or 04 498 3302
Website: www.interislander.co.nz
Email: info@interislander.co.nz
Sounds Air
Phone: 0800 505 005 or 03 520 3080
Website: www.soundsair.com
Email: info@soundsair.com

Picton accommodation
Broadway Motel
Phone: 03 573 6563 or 0800 101 919
Address: 113 High Street, Picton
Website: www.broadwaymotel.co.nz
Email: stay@broadwaymotel.co.nz
Harbour View Motel
Phone: 03 573 6259
Address: Cnr Waikawa Road &
Taranaki Street, Picton
Website: www.harbourviewpicton.co.nz
Email: harbourviewpicton@callplus.net.nz
Jasmine Court – Travellers’ Inn
Phone: 03 573 7110 or 0800 421 999
Address: 78 Wellington Street, Picton
Website: www.jasminecourt.co.nz
Email: info@jasminecourt.co.nz
Picton House B & B
Phone: 03 573 6429
Address: 28 Waikawa Road, Picton
Website: www.pictonhousebandb.co.nz
Email: pictonhousebandb@xtra.co.nz
McCormick House
Phone: 03 573 5253
Address: 21 Leicester Street, Picton
Website: www.mccormickhouse.co.nz
Email: enquiries@mccormickhouse.co.nz
Park Regis Picton
Phone: 03 573 7002 or 0800 991 188
Address: 25 Waikawa Road, Picton
Website: www.parkregispicton.co.nz
Email: rsvprpi@parkregishotels.com
Picton & Sounds B&B Association
Website: www.pictonsoundsbb.co.nz
Email: enquiries@pictonsoundsbb.co.nz

Picton Top 10 Holiday Park
Phone: 03 573 7212 or 0800 277 444
Address: 70–78 Waikawa Road, Picton
Website: www.pictontop10.co.nz
Email: enquiries@pictontop10.co.nz
The Buccaneer Lodge
Phone: 03 573 5002
Address: 314 Waikawa Road, Picton
Website: www.buccaneerlodge.co.nz
Email: info@buccaneerlodge.co.nz
The Villa Backpackers
Phone: 03 573 6598
Address: 34 Auckland Street, Picton
Website: www.thevilla.co.nz
Email: stay@thevilla.co.nz
Tombstone Backpackers
Phone: 03 573 7116
Address: 16 Gravesend Place, Picton
Website: www.tombstonebp.co.nz
Email: tombstonebp@xtra.co.nz

Transport
Arrow Water Taxis
Phone: 03 573 8229
Address: Picton Foreshore
Website: www.arrowwatertaxis.co.nz
Email: info@arrowwatertaxis.co.nz
Beachcomber Cruises
Phone: 03 573 6175
Address: Picton Foreshore
Website: www.beachcombercruises.co.nz
Email: office@mailboat.co.nz
Cougar Line
Phone: 03 573 7925
Address: Picton Foreshore
Website: www.queencharlottetrack.co.nz
Email: enquiries@cougarline.co.nz

Activities
Affinity Cruises
Phone: 03 572 7223 or 0800 862 334
Location: Ferry Terminal Jetty, Picton
Website: www.affinitycruises.co.nz
Email: sales@affinitycruises.co.nz
EcoWorld Aquarium
Phone: 03 573 6030
Address: Picton Foreshore,
off Auckland Street, Picton
Website: www.ecoworldnz.co.nz
Email: info@ecoworldnz.co.nz

Lochmara Lodge Wildlife Recovery &
Arts Centre
Phone: 03 573 4554 or 0800 562 462
Location: Lochmara Bay,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.lochmaralodge.co.nz
Email: enquiries@lochmaralodge.co.nz

On the track accommodation
Resolution Bay Cabins
Phone: 03 579 9411
Location: Resolution Bay,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Email: reso@xtra.co.nz

Marlborough Sounds Adventure Company
Phone: 0800 283 283
Address: London Quay, Picton
Website: www.marlboroughsounds.co.nz
Email: adventure@marlboroughsounds.
co.nz

The Blue Water Lodge
Phone: 03 579 8400
Location: Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.thebluewaterlodge.co.nz
Email: enquiries@thebluewaterlodge.co.nz

Natural Encounters Walks
Phone: 021 268 8879
Address: 11 Hampden Street, Picton
Website: www.natural-encounters.com
Email: info@natural-encounters.com

Cnoc na Lear Guest House
Phone: 03 579 8444
Location: The Pines, Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.cnocnalear.co.nz
Email: stay@cnocnalear.co.nz

Picton Sportsworld
Phone: 03 573 6963
Address: 8 High Street, Picton
Website: www.sportsworld.co.nz
Email: picton@sportsworld.co.nz
Queen Charlotte Wilderness Park
Phone: 03 579 9025
Location: Cape Jackson,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.truenz.co.nz/wilderness
Email: wilderness@truenz.co.nz
Sea Kayak Adventures
Phone: 03 574 2765
Location: Cnr Anakiwa Road &
Queen Charlotte Drive, Linkwater
Website: www.nzseakayaking.com
Email: info@nzseakayaking.com
Tuatara Tours
Phone: 0800 377 378
Location: Christchurch
Website: www.tuataratours.co.nz
Email: info@tuataratours.co.nz
Wilderness Guides
Phone: 03 573 5432
Address: Picton Waterfront,
Cnr London Quay &
Wellington Street, Picton
Website: www.wildernessguidesnz.com
Email: info@wildernessguidesnz.com

No Road Inn
Phone: 03 579 8300
Location: Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.noroadinn.com
Email: info@noroadinn.co.nz
Endeavour Resort & Fishing Lodge
Phone: 03 579 8381
Location: Head of Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.endeavourresort.co.nz
Email: endeavourresort@xtra.co.nz
The Woolshed
Phone: 03 579 8398
Location: Head of Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.endeavourwoolshed.co.nz
Email: adrienne@endeavourwoolshed.co.nz
Miners Camp
Phone: 03 579 8186
Location: Head of Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.minerscamp.co.nz
Email: soundsweka@xtra.co.nz
Madsen’s Camp
Phone: 03 579 8106
Location: Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.madsenscamp.co.nz
Email: kainga1@xtra.co.nz

Punga Cove Resort
Phone: 03 579 8561
Location: Punga Cove, Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.pungacove.co.nz
Email: enquiries@pungacove.co.nz

Mistletoe Bay Eco Village
Phone: 03 573 4048
Location: Mistletoe Bay,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.mistletoebay.co.nz
Email: stay@mistletoebay.co.nz

Mahana Lodge
Phone: 03 579 8373
Location: Camp Bay, Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.mahanalodge.co.nz
Email: info@mahanalodge.co.nz
Noeline’s Homestay
Phone: 03 579 8375
Location: Punaruawhiti Bay [Camp Bay]
Endeavour Inlet,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.thevilla.co.nz/homestay

Te Mahia Bay Resort
Phone: 03 573 4089
Location: Te Mahia Bay, Kenepuru Sound
Website: www.temahia.co.nz
Email: holiday@temahia.co.nz

Kulak (Muritai Villa)
Phone: 03 579 9252 or 027 283 8769
Location: Bay of Many Coves,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.kulakrentahouse.co.nz
Email: Aldridge_kulak@xtra.co.nz
Bay of Many Coves
Phone: 03 579 9771 or 0800 5799 771
Location: Bay of Many Coves,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.bayofmanycoves.co.nz
Email: enquiries@bayofmanycoves.co.nz
DeBretts
Phone: 03 573 4522
Location: Portage Bay, Kenepuru Sound
Website: www.stayportage.co.nz
Email: parasail@xtra.co.nz
Treetops Backpackers
Phone: 03 573 4404
Location: Portage Bay, Kenepuru Sound
Email: staytreetops@xtra.co.nz
Hopewell Lodge
Phone: 03 573 4341
Location: Double Bay, Kenepuru Sound
Website: www.hopewell.co.nz
Email: hope_well@xtra.co.nz
Lochmara Lodge
Phone: 03 573 4554 or 0800 562 462
Location: Lochmara Bay,
Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.lochmaralodge.co.nz
Email: enquiries@lochmaralodge.co.nz

OFFICIAL PARTNERS
Anakiwa 401 & Green Caravan Cafe • Beachcomber Cruises • Bluebridge • Broadway Motel • lnterislander • Jasmine Court–Travellers’ Inn • Lochmara Lodge • Linkwater Motel • Madsen’s
Camp • Mahana Lodge • Marlborough Sounds Adventure Company • Miners Camp • Mistletoe Bay Eco Village • Picton House B & B • Picton Top 10 Holiday Park • Punga Cove • Resolution
Bay Cabins • Sea Kayak Adventures • Smiths Farm Holiday Park • Te Mahia Bay Resort • The Buccaneer Lodge • The Sounds Retreat • The Villa Backpackers • Wilderness Guides

Anakiwa 401 & Green Caravan Café
Phone: 03 574 1388
Location: Anakiwa, Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.anakiwa401.co.nz
Email: anakiwa401@gmail.com
YHA Anakiwa Lodge
Phone: 03 574 2115
Location: Anakiwa, Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.anakiwa.co.nz
Email: info@anakiwa.co.nz
Tirimoana House
Phone: 03 574 2627
Location: Tirimoana, Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.tirimoanahouse.com
Email: bookings@tirimoanahouse.com
The Sounds Retreat
Phone: 03 574 2965
Location: Queen Charlotte Sound
Website: www.thesoundsretreat.co.nz
Email: info@thesoundsretreat.co.nz
Smiths Farm Holiday Park
Phone: 03 574 2806
Location: 1419 Queen Charlotte Drive,
Linkwater
Website: www.smithsfarm.co.nz
Email: cbfaulls@xtra.co.nz
Linkwater Motel
Phone: 03 574 2600
Location: 1594 Queen Charlotte Drive,
Linkwater
Website: www.linkwatermotel.com
Email: linkwatermotel@xtra.co.nz
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WALKING THE TRACK
Meretoto/Ship Cove to Endeavour Inlet:
5 hr, 15 km
There is no road to Meretoto/Ship Cove so you will
need to arrange boat transport to start your walk there.
Camping is not permitted at Meretoto/Ship Cove but
there are toilet facilities. Most visitors take time to explore
the historic site and enjoy reading the interpretation
panels.
The track climbs away from the beach, passing through
a largely unmodified forest, where the high canopy
is complemented by a diverse understorey of shrubs
and small trees. On the ridges higher up, beech trees
dominate. After 50 minutes walking, you will reach a
lookout point at a saddle, where you will enjoy good
views of both the inner and outer Queen Charlotte
Sound/Tōtaranui. Beyond the saddle, the track drops
into Resolution Bay, where there is a DOC campsite
at Schoolhouse Bay and further along, private cabin
accommodation.
From Resolution Bay the track follows a well-graded
old bridle path over a ridge and into Endeavour Inlet. It
winds downward and follows the shoreline to the head of
the inlet, where interpretation signs recall the antimony
mining era. Private accommodation is available along the
way.

Endeavour Inlet to Camp Bay: 4 hr, 11.5 km
From Endeavour Inlet the track stays near the shoreline
and wanders through regenerating forest rich in small
birds. It rounds Big Bay to Camp Bay where there
is a DOC campsite and, a little further on, private
accommodation. It is possible to bypass Camp Bay by
using a direct track to Kenepuru Saddle.

Camp Bay to Torea Saddle: 8 hr, 23 km
(3 hr to campsite at Bay of Many Coves)
The track passes through private land in this section.
Make sure you have your Q.C.T.L.C. Pass (see fees
section overleaf for more information).
This is the longest and most arduous section of the
journey; most mountain bikers will need to push their
bike in various places here. However, from the top of
the ridge you will be well rewarded with magnificent
panoramas of the Sounds. Climb out of Camp Bay
to Kenepuru Saddle and follow the ridge separating
Queen Charlotte Sound from Kenepuru Sound. Above
Bay of Many Coves and Kumutoto Bay are two DOC
campsites, Bay of Many Coves and Black Rock, each with
water, toilets and a cooking shelter. Eventually the track
descends to Torea Saddle between Portage and Torea
Bay. There is a DOC campsite at Cowshed Bay and
private accommodation in Portage.

Torea Saddle to Mistletoe Bay: 4 hr, 8 km
The track passes through private land in this section.
Make sure you have your Q.C.T.L.C. Pass (see fees section
overleaf for more information).
This part of the journey also follows the ridge line. Here
gorse and mānuka are prolific, sheltering shrubs and trees
that will
one day shade the way. A side walk leads to a lookout
just before the descent to Te Mahia Saddle begins. At
Mistletoe Bay there are cabins and campsites. To book,
contact Mistletoe Bay Eco Village (see the sections on
accommodation/camping, and commercial operators
above). There is also private accommodation at Te Mahia
Bay.

Mistletoe Bay to Anakiwa: 4 hr, 12.5 km
The track passes through private land in this section.
Make sure you have your Q.C.T.L.C. Pass (see fees section
overleaf for more information).
Beginning on the road above Mistletoe Bay, this section
follows old bridle paths high above the water. The track
rounds an obvious point and descends to the DOC
campsite at Umungata (Davies Bay). The final hour’s
walking is on an easy path through mature beech forest to
Anakiwa. At Anakiwa there are a car park, shelter, toilet,
and phone near the track end, and a jetty. Here you can
catch a boat to Picton (see Getting there) or stay in nearby
accommodation (see the map and listings above).

Short walks

Mountain biking

With such good access by road and/or sea, most sections
of the track can be used for day walks. There are also
several short side-trips along the way.
• At Meretoto/Ship Cove, you can take the Waterfall
Track to a small waterfall in the forest (30 minutes
return).
• At the head of Endeavour Inlet the Antimony Tramping
Track leads up to a saddle and passes through an area
that was extensively mined for antimony in the late
1880s (up to 2 hours return).
• In Mistletoe Bay, the James Vogel Nature Track
allows you to explore the forest behind the picnic
and camping area (45 minutes return). The Peninsula
Walk explores the peninsula between Mistletoe and
Waterfall bays (30 minutes return).

Mountain biking is a great alternative to walking the
Queen Charlotte Track, which is part of Nga Haerenga,
the NZ Cycle Trail. Biking on the track is permitted all
year round except for the section between Meretoto/Ship
Cove and Kenepuru Saddle, which is closed to bikes over
the busy summer season from 1 December to 28 February
each year. Allow 2 to 3 days to ride the entire track, but
sections of the track make good day rides, particularly
between Meretoto/Ship Cove and Kenepuru Saddle
(27 km) and between Mistletoe Bay and Anakiwa (12.5 km).
Queen Charlotte Track is graded as intermediate/grade
3 and advanced/grade 4 mountain biking. Most riders
will find some sections of the track easier to walk. If you
are moderately fit and experienced at mountain biking,
the track is very rideable, albeit steep and challenging
in certain sections, especially when rain has rendered it
slippery and muddy. Less experienced riders may prefer
to avoid the ridge-top sections of the central part of the
track by riding along Kenepuru Road between Kenepuru
Saddle and Portage.
There are no facilities along the way for repairing bikes;
please make sure you have adequate tools and equipment
and are competent to complete your own repairs.

Approximate biking times:
• Meretoto/Ship Cove to Camp Bay: 26.5 km, 5 hr
• Camp Bay to Torea Saddle: 23 km, 4 hr
• Torea Saddle to Anakiwa: 20.5 km, 4 hr.

Mountain bike track grades

Meretoto/Ship Cove. Photo: Z Heine

On the track. Photo: Gideon Climo

Intermediate/Grade 3: Steep slopes and/or
avoidable obstacles possibly on narrow track and/or
with poor traction. There may be exposure at the track’s
outside edge.
Advanced/Grade 4: A mixture of long, steep climbs,
narrow track, poor traction and obstacles that are
difficult to avoid or jump over. Generally exposed at the
track’s outside edge. Most riders will find some sections
easier to walk.

