
By air
Auckland to Blenheim – 1 hour 25 minutes
Wellington to Blenheim – 25 minutes
Christchurch to Blenheim – 50 minutes

By road
From Christchurch – 4 hours 30 minutes 
From Nelson – 1 hour 45 minutes
From Kaikoura – 1 hour 45 minutes

By sea
From Wellington to Picton – 3 hours 30 minutes

        Key Facts

 Population: 46,000 people

 Distance from the airport to the city is 7km 

 92% of New Zealand’s Sauvignon Blanc production   
 is produced in Marlborough

 Marlborough is home to over 150 wineries 
 and 40 cellar doors

 20% of New Zealand’s coastline is contained    
 within the Marlborough Sounds 

The tranquil Marlborough region is renowned for the stunning 
coves of the Marlborough Sounds and its award winning 
wine and food. The Marlborough Sounds encompass 1,500 
km of coastline, bays, beaches and native forest, providing 
the perfect habitat for wildlife including penguins, king shags, 
dolphins and fur seals. Hike or cycle the spectacular Queen 
Charlotte Track or embark on a kayak adventure to see the 
marine life up close.

Wine and food is a key attraction for visitors to Marlborough 
given it is home to more than 150 wineries and 40 cellar doors, 
as well as great restaurants, boutique producers and amazing 
seafood. Explore the wine region by car, coach or bike and 
relax over a leisurely vineyard lunch matched with a glass of 
world famous Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc.

Getting to Marlborough
International visitors can arrange connecting flights to Marlborough 
through New Zealand’s major international gateway cities of Auckland 
and Christchurch, or via the capital city of Wellington. Domestic flights 
to and from many New Zealand destinations can be booked through 
Air New Zealand. Visitors flying to Marlborough land at Marlborough 
Airport, 7km from the centre of Blenheim. The 10 minute drive into 
town can be taken by taxi, shuttle or rental car.

For those who want to arrive by water, the port town of Picton can 
be accessed by ferry on a scenic three-hour sailing from Wellington. 
Between October and April the Coastal Pacific train provides access to 
both Picton and Blenheim from Christchurch, 350km to the south.

MARLBOROUGH 
INFORMATION FOR THE TRAVEL TRADE



Marlborough international events
February
Marlborough Wine & Food Festival
wine-marlborough.co.nz

March
Havelock Mussel Festival
havelockmusselfestival.co.nz

April
Forrest GrapeRide
graperide.co.nz

The Marlborough region
•	 Blenheim - the largest town in Marlborough, the main airport is  
 located here and is the central base to visit 40 winery cellar doors. 

•	 Picton - a bustling sea port town at the head of the Queen Charlotte  
 Sound and where the ferry service to Wellington departs from. It  
 is a 25 minute drive to Blenheim.

•	 Havelock - Greenshell™ Mussel Capital of the World and the  
 gateway to the Kenepuru and Pelorus Sounds.  Havelock is a         
 40 minute drive to Blenheim or 60 minutes to Nelson on State  
 Highway 6.

•	 Seddon - a small village in the Awatere Valley is the service centre  
 for the surrounding farm lands and vineyards. Seddon is a 30 minute  
 drive from Blenheim.

Accommodation
Marlborough offers a range of accommodation options to suit all tastes 
and budgets. From boutique B&B’s nestled amongst the vines and 
luxury lodges overlooking the Marlborough Sounds, to hotels located 
in the townships of Picton and Blenheim, Marlborough has over 800 
rooms available in the region.    

 Top 10 Marlborough experiences

 Feast on delicious Greenshell Mussels or New Zealand King  
 Salmon farmed locally in the Marlborough Sounds, and match it to  
 a glass of award winning Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. 

 Cruise, sail or kayak the 1,500km of coastline and stunning coves  
 of the Marlborough Sounds. 

 Take a wine or craft brewery tour by car, coach or bike, and enjoy  
 a leisurely vineyard lunch.

 Visit the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre for a visual feast of Sir  
 Peter Jackson’s World War One aircraft and memorabilia.

 Walk or mountain bike the famous Queen Charlotte Track for one  
 day, or four.

 Escape to a luxury lodge tucked away amongst the vineyards or  
 overlooking the Marlborough Sounds. 

 Swim or kayak down the Pelorus River in Havelock – the location  
 of the barrel scene from Sir Peter Jackson’s latest film, The Hobbit:  
 The Desolation of Smaug.

 Spend a day in the vibrant seaside town of Picton exploring the  
 foreshore, art galleries, cafes and shops.

 Sample local produce from the farm gate or weekend Farmers  
 Market.

 Experience one of Marlborough’s internationally renowned annual  
 events – the Marlborough Wine and Food Festival, Havelock  
 Mussel Festival, Forrest GrapeRide, Saint Clair Vineyard Half  
 Marathon, Classic Fighters or Garden Marlborough. 

For any trade related enquiries, please contact:
Jane Sutherland | Trade Development Manager | Destination Marlborough
Email: janes@destinationmarlborough.com | Ph: +64 3 579 2307 | Mobile: +64 27 223 0459 
lovemarlborough.co.nz

Classic Fighters
3-5 April 2015
classicfighters.co.nz

May 
Saint Clair Vineyard Half Marathon
vineyardhalf.com

November
Garden Marlborough
gardenmarlborough.com

See our trade directory for more information 
lovemarlborough.co.nz/trade/ 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10


