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FINEWINE
Mike Yardley tastes
the wine, gin, food and
ambience of the
Marlborough district

Visitors chill out at Frank’s Oyster Bar and
Eatery. Photos / DestinationMarlborough

Above, a couplewalk
through the vines.

Left,Wither Hills
Winery.

Below, visitors get
ready to check out
wine country on
e-bikes, thanks to
Explore
MarlboroughWine
Tours.

TRAVEL

F
RAMEDBYTHEBISCUIT-BROWN
WitherHills and the lofty prongs
of theRichmondRanges,
Blenheim’s vast blanket of the

WairauPlainburstswithpossibilities.
When it comes towinery finery, few

venues canhold a candle to theelemental
eleganceofWitherHills CellarDoor&
Restaurant. Exuding amix of contemporary
design and relaxed sophistication, coupled
with soul-rinsing views from their four-
storey tower; theWitherHillsWinery is
pitch-perfect for awine tasting andbite to
eat.

Imet upwith Steve fromExplore
MarlboroughWineTours for lunchat
WitherHills, noshingonkingprawnsand
parmesanarancini; salt andpepper squid;
andbarbecuedeggplant.

Be sure to take a stroll among thevines
in theVineLibrary, showcasing several
dozenvarieties; and savour the sublime
Barrel Hall, a sensory treatwith the
seductive scent of oak andyeast.

I also enjoyedagreatwine-tasting,
sipping and swirlingmyway througha

single vineyardwine flight. As thenational
powerhouseof sauvignonblanc, tryWither
Hills’ Rarangi 2021,whereminerality, sea
salt and lime form thebackboneof this
delightful savblanc.

Steve and I thenheadedover toVines
Village,which is homebase for Explore
Marlborough’sWineTours. Theyoffer a
great rangeof options, includedguidedor
self-guided tours.

Kittedoutwith a trusty e-bike, over the
next fewhours,we tootledourwayaround
thevineyards,mostly onoff-road trails,
including the fabulous stopbankof the
WairauRiver, which serves upelevated
viewsof the vast bucolic canvas.Mybiggest
highlightwas tasting thegloriouswinesof
HansHerzogEstate,widely acclaimedas
oneof thebestwineries inNewZealand.

Hansplantedpinot gris, viognier and
montepulcianoover 30years ago— rarely
seenvarieties inNewZealandat the time.
Today the 11.5ha vineyard is densely
planted anda complexpatchworkof 26
different grape varieties, produces someof
NewZealand’smost treasuredorganic
wines,mostly snappedupbydiscerning
wine loversworldwide.

The effervescent cellar doormanager,
Sharon, guidedme througha truly
superlative tasting anda fascinating tour
of the intimate estate.

I also enjoyedagreat gin-tasting at the
VinesVillage, sampling thedelights of
Elemental Distillers in theRootsGin Shack.
FoundedbyBenLeggett andSimonKelly
this craft distillerydelivers premiumcraft
spirits and liqueurswith complete

transparencyof all ingredients, processes
andproduction, fromroot to cup.

Garneringaccolades aplenty, Roots
MarlboroughDryGin is a crisp and robust
LondonDry-style gin, bottled at a bold45%
alcohol by volume. Itwas crownedWorld’s
BestGin at the 2023WorldGinAwards.

Imet upwithBenat the recently opened
RootsGin Shack andTastingRoom,which
is awonderful venue, combinedwith a
garden setting for leisurely indulgence.
Enjoy a signatureG&Tor anegroni on tap,
while themenualso spans seasonal
cocktails, exquisitewines andcurated
selectionbeers.

Gin Shackhasmixedup thedistillation
gamewith somedelicious fare from the
talented teambehindBoomSauce, Spice
&Barbeque,with small plates and
irresistible snacks complementing their gin
creations. You’ll love their grapefruit andgin
sorbet!

While at VinesVillage, extendyour
exploratory andcheckout theCheeseand
Cheers venue. This charmingoperator
showcases anextensive rangeofNew

Zealand craftwhiskies, and international
brands, pairedwith threematching
cheeses andbread. For great evening
dining inBlenheim, I’mabig fanof Frank’s
Oyster Bar&Eatery.

This buzzingScott Street establishment,
under the commandof SamWebb, has an
old-schoolNewYorkbar vibe. Despite its
name, Franksdelivers somuchmore than
Marlborough’smagnificentmolluscs. Share
plates run thegamut fromMerino lamb
shoulder andgrilled zucchini to jerk
chickenandvenison tartare. Can’t choose?
Plump for the FrankEats optionand
celebrate the feast of curated flavours.

Where to stay? ScenicHotel
Marlboroughenjoys is perfectly poised in
theheart of town. This stylishproperty
features superb facilities including a spa,
pool, sauna, restaurant andbar. You’ll enjoy
superb service, freewifi, complimentary car
parking, spacious air-conditioned
guestroomswith flat-screenSKYTVand
super-comfybeds, swathed in their
signatureKiwi-madewool anddown
bedding.www.scenichotelgroup.co.nz

Above, Scenic Hotel
Marlborough is in
the heart of town.
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Right,Wither Hills’
Barrel Room is

where finewine
meets elegance.
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Left, wine-
tasting at
HansHerzog.

Above, Roots Gin Shack
serves upworld-beating
gin. Photos / Destination
Marlborough

Left, HansHerzog vineyards.
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