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Sky’s limitthe

Mike Yardley reckons Picton is
well worth a flying visit

TRAVEL

Above, the Classic
Fighters Airshow
provides some
spectacular aerial
spectacle.
Photo /
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A cruise ship is
dwarfed by the
magical scenery
ofQueen
Charlotte Sound.

The South Island robin is oneof themanyj
wildlife highlights onMotuara Island.

F
ARFROMBEING just aport
town, Pictonhasblossomed
intoa fully-fledgedholiday
gem.

Wrapped in forest-cladhills, the
Picton foreshore is studdedwith a swag
ofhospospotsandheritage treasures
like theEdwinFox, in addition tobeing
analluring launch-pad for savouring
QueenCharlotteSound.

Atday-break, theglossydeepblue
water surroundingPictonMarina
gleamed like aphotoshoot-ready
aquatic jewel. Pictonhaddawned
bright, brilliant andperkyasearly-risers
exercisedon thevelvetygrass
waterfront,while thehorse-shoecurve
of swankycafesedging theharbour
werehummingwith trade.

For ahead-clearingwalk, aperennial
favourite is SnoutTrack. The fullwalk
is 12kmreturn,moderately challenging,
as it climbs itsway throughbush. But
it’s themarqueviewsofQueen
CharlotteSound, all theway to thehead
of thepeninsula, thatmake thiswalk
thegift that keepsongiving.

If you’re short on time, drive through
VictoriaDomain to theQueenCharlotte

viewpoint carpark, overlookingTitokai
Bay (where the ferrygrounded last
year) andKarakaBay.Viewissimo!

Back inPicton, prior toboardingmy
scenic cruiseonQueenCharlotte
Sound, I headed to thehipwaterfront
venue, ToastieLords,which turns
headsandseducespassers-by,with its
gourmet sourdough toasted
sandwiches, allmadewith their in-
house four cheeseblend. I orderedup
an Ivan, consistingofpastrami,
sauerkraut andpickle.Delish!

Plump for aday tripwithoneof the
region’soldest tourist operators,
BeachcomberCruises. If you’re keen to
combinecruisingwith a spotofwalking
andbird-watching,makeadatewith
Motuara Island.

Just offshore fromShipCove,

BeachcomberCruisesoperatesa
stunninghalf-dayexcursion to thisbird
sanctuarybetweenOctober and the
endofApril. Onarrival, you’ll be
serenadedbyachorusofbirdsong
fromthe local inhabitants. Theone-way
track threadingaround thehill serves
upseveral lookoutpoints, includinga
crackingperchacross to theNorth
Islandat theCookStrait lookout.

Motuara Islandattractsbird-lovers
fromaround theworld. A clutchof
eagle-eyedBritishbirders joinedmeon
myexcursion.All introducedpests
were removed fromthe islandmore
than30yearsagoand it’s a thriving
haven.Highlights includedspotting the
greywarbler, South Islandsaddleback,
theyellow-crownedparakeet (kakariki),
theSouth Island robin and the
Marlboroughgreengecko.

For a completechangeof scenery,
swap the feathers forwings, down the
road inBlenheim. thevintageaircraft
displays atOmakaAviationHeritage
Centre are spectacular. Theexhibition
halls dramatically showcaseclassic
aircraft from the twoworldwars.

TheoriginalGreatWarexhibition,
Knightsof theSky, features Sir Peter
Jackson’s personal collectionofWWI
aircraft andartifacts, vividlybrought to
life in sensational sets craftedby the
creativewizards atWingNutFilmsand

WetaWorkshop.
Then there’sDangerousSkies, the

WWII exhibition, exploring thestories
of bothmale and female aviators and
their talesof valour fromthe forestsof
Germany to the steaming junglesof the
SouthPacific. Iconicwarbirdsondisplay
includea flyable SpitfireMk 14. The
collectionofmagnificent flying
machines is indeedmagnificent, but the
personalisedhumandimensionpacks
apoignantpunch. Scenic flights in
vintageaircraft areavailable.

But for next-level aviation
exuberance, nothingbeats anair show.
Av-fans rejoice! ThenextClassic
FightersAirshow is justweeksawayat
OmakaAerodrome. The three-day
celebrationof aviation takesplaceover
Easterweekend, startingApril 18. The
line-upof aircraft is staggering, fromthe
pioneer (pre-WWI) era ‘flivvers' to fighter
andbomber aircraft frombothworld
wars, glamorousart-decomachines
fromthe ‘GoldenAge' of aviation
between thewars,military trainers, and
post-warmachines leading through to
the jet age.

AtClassicFighters, locallybased
aircraftwill be joinedbymultiple
machines fromaroundNewZealand
andbeyond. ‘Puttingon theRitz' is the
theme for this year’s airshow, and Igot
a sneakpeekat someof thedeft
touchesbeingcreatedby thearmyof
volunteers,whichwill raise theglamour
stakesandset theMarlboroughskies
adazzle.

For a vintage fun-filledweekendof
fantastic flying, classic cars, fireworks,
foodandentertainment, secureyour
ticketsonlinenow for theMarlborough
LinesClassic FightersAirshow.
www.classicfighters.co.nz

Top row, from left:
a display at
OmakaAviation
Heritage Centre;
all aboard for a
Beachcomber
cruise (centre and
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Bottom row, from
left: Classic
Fighters Airshow;
Motuara Island
has somegreat
lookouts; cyclists
check out the
Snout Track.
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