
D EST I N AT I O N

Marlborough
EVERY DAY



Our wines are world-famous,  
our waters are national treasures, 
and from the mountains to 
the sea, your client’s time in 
Marlborough will be amazing.

Only Marlborough boasts a fifth of the country’s 
coastline, New Zealand’s largest wine region, and its 
largest high-country farm. Your clients will have a 
fantastic holiday filled with great food, wine and craft 
beer, and unforgettable experiences in the mountains, 
among the vineyards or by the sea. 

Marlborough sits at the head of the Southern Alps, at 
the top of the South Island. Protected by mountain 
ranges, the temperate climate and high sunshine hours 
make Marlborough a fantastic year-round destination.

All of this AND a great range of accommodation  
options and commissionable activities and attractions, 
makes Marlborough a destination for all seasons,  
tastes and budgets.

Your clients will  
have a brilliant time  
in Marlborough!

E V E RY  DAY



Destination Marlborough has a selection of iconic Marlborough images available for use in your promotion of Marlborough. To access 
these, visit MarlboroughNZ.com/trade and select the images you want to use. Any queries, please email info@MarlboroughNZ.com

Contact information
For any trade related enquiries, please contact:  
Jane Sutherland, Trade Development Manager, Destination Marlborough
Email: janes@MarlboroughNZ.com | Ph: +64 3 579 2307 | Mobile: +64 27 223 0459
8 Sinclair Street, Blenheim 7201
PO Box 29, Blenheim 7240, New Zealand
MarlboroughNZ.com/trade
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Take a cruise or kayak in the 
Marlborough Sounds, join a mail 
boat, see where our seafood 
grows, visit a wildlife sanctuary or 
swim with dolphins.

Walk or mountain bike the 
Queen Charlotte Track, soaking 
up stunning views of the 
Marlborough Sounds while your 
luggage is boated to your 
accommodation each day.

Indulge in a long lunch at a 
winery restaurant and spend the 
day visiting cellar doors to 
sample Marlborough’s world-
famous wines amid the vines that 
grew them. 

Wander through the vibrant 
seaport town of Picton; the 
foreshore showcases the 
region’s marine history 
complemented by cafés, 
galleries and walking tracks.

Stay amongst the vines or at a 
hideaway on the water’s edge in 
the Marlborough Sounds.

T R A N S P O RTJ O U R N E Y

The region

Blenheim
Marlborough’s main centre in the heart 
of wine country with a range of cafes, 
restaurants and shops.

The Marlborough Sounds
A recreational haven – home to secluded 
bays, historic sites, walking and cycling 
tracks, a marine reserve, island sanctuaries 
and a range of accommodation tucked 
away in secluded bays.

Picton
Picturesque port town has great cafes, 
restaurants and speciality shops and 
is the main access point for the Queen 
Charlotte Sound. 

Havelock
The Greenshell TM Mussel capital of the 
world, Havelock is the access point for 
Keneperu, Pelorus and Mahau Sounds.

Wairau Valley 
Long rows of vines weave through the 
valley, changing the landscape every 
season – visitors can explore by bike, car 
or tour van.

Awatere and the Pacific Coast
Snow capped mountains on one side 
and the blue Pacific coast on the other, 
you’ll find vineyards and the birthplace of 
New Zealand’s sheep farming industry, 
Molesworth Station – the country’s 
largest high-country farm.

By air
Flights land at Marlborough Airport, 7km from the centre 
of Blenheim. The 10 minute drive into town can be taken 
by taxi, shuttle or rental car. 

By sea
The 3 hour ferry trip from Wellington with Bluebridge or 
Interislander arrives at the port town of Picton. 

By road
Charge your camera for photo opportunities along your 
road journey to Marlborough from Christchurch, Nelson 
and the West Coast. Bus services also operate into and 
out of Marlborough.

By train
The Coastal Pacific train travels from Christchurch to 
Picton and Blenheim (October to April only).

Getting here

Christchurch

Marlborough

By air: 
From Auckland: 1hr 20 mins
From Christchurch: 50 mins
From Wellington: 20 mins

By train:
Christchurch to Picton:
5 hours 15 mins

By road:
Christchurch to Blenheim: 4 hours
Nelson to Blenheim: 1 hr 45 mins
Kaikoura to Blenheim: 1 hr 45 mins
Blenheim to Picton: 25 mins

Wellington

By sea: 
Wellington to Picton:
3 hoursPicton

Havelock

Blenheim

Kaikoura

Auckland
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Must do experiences

Take a cruise or kayak in the 
Marlborough Sounds, join a mail 
boat, see where our seafood 
grows, visit a wildlife sanctuary or 
swim with dolphins.

Walk or mountain bike the 
Queen Charlotte Track, soaking 
up stunning views of the 
Marlborough Sounds while your 
luggage is boated to your 
accommodation each day.

Indulge in a long lunch at a 
winery restaurant and spend the 
day visiting cellar doors to 
sample Marlborough’s world-
famous wines amid the vines that 
grew them. 

Wander through the vibrant 
seaport town of Picton; the 
foreshore showcases the 
region’s marine history 
complemented by cafés, 
galleries and walking tracks.

Stay amongst the vines or at a 
hideaway on the water’s edge in 
the Marlborough Sounds.

Journey through the 
world-class Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre, where rare WW1 
memorabilia and aircraft have 
been brought to life by the team 
behind The Lord of the Rings.

Discover the landscapes 
and history of New Zealand’s 
largest farm, the Molesworth 
high country station.

Take a scenic drive and visit 
local food producers and artists 
along the way.

Indulge in a Sunday brunch 
featuring Marlborough cherries, 
pine nuts, goat’s cheese and wild 
venison at the weekly 
Marlborough Farmers’ Market.

Get a birds-eye view of 
Marlborough’s expansive 
landscape with a scenic flight by 
plane, helicopter, float plane or 
vintage biplane.

I N S P I R AT I O N
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S E AS O N S

Summer
Summer in Marlborough celebrates life’s simple 
pleasures. Whether you’re sailing, kayaking, paddle 
boarding, or rowing a dinghy across the bay, 
summer is about walking trails, cool rivers, rope 
swings, hammocks, and spending time around, on 
and in the water.

Brilliant highlights

Walk the Queen Charlotte Track from historic 
Ship Cove to Anakiwa, taking in the stunning views 
while your bags are transferred to your night’s 
accommodation.

Swim with dolphins in the sheltered waters of 
the Queen Charlotte Sound.

Grab a fishing rod and try your luck catching a 
delicious blue cod, snapper or terakihi.* 
* Seasons, size and quota limits apply.

Make a splash in the Pelorus River (location of 
the barrel scene from The Hobbit: The Desolation 
of Smaug), where the crystal clear water is 
surrounded by native forest.

Pick your own fresh cherries, berries and stone 
fruit at a local orchard.

Spring
Crisp mornings and warm, sunny afternoons will 
have you spellbound. Spring marks the release 
of the latest Sauvignon Blanc vintage – the wine 
that put Marlborough on the world wine map. 
It’s a fantastic time to explore private gardens 
throughout the Marlborough region during 
New Zealand’s premier garden festival, Nelmac 
Garden Marlborough. It’s the season for gourmets 
too, with fresh seasonal fare at restaurants and 
cafés throughout the region.

Brilliant highlights

Mountain bike the 70km Queen Charlotte 
Track, staying in a range of accommodation 
along the way.

Drive or mountain bike through expansive 
Molesworth and Rainbow high-country Stations, 
open late spring and summer months.

Be one of the world’s first to sample this year’s 
Sauvignon Blanc vintages along the Marlborough 
Wine Trail.

Discover expansive Marlborough Sounds 
waterways on a cruise or charter a boat.

Enjoy workshops and tours at the Nelmac 
Garden Marlborough Festival in November.
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Winter
Winter brings perfect blue-sky days and calm, 
sparkling waters. Sail or cruise to a secluded 
Marlborough Sounds bay for lunch, cosy up with 
a glass of local pinot noir beside a roaring fire, or 
head to the mountains with two local ski fields to 
choose from.

Brilliant highlights

Visit a vineyard cellar door with a roaring fire 
and a delicious local pinot noir.

Spend the day fishing in the calm waters of the 
Marlborough Sounds.

Explore the region’s walking and biking trails. 

Find the perfect combination of a  
great book and a bed with a view in the  
Marlborough Sounds.

Drive south along the breathtaking Pacific 
Coastline to visit the seal pup nursery at Ohau 
Stream Point.

Autumn
If you think summer’s great in Marlborough, wait 
until you experience autumn’s fantastic weather. 
Autumn brings the grape harvest to Marlborough, 
and cellar doors are rich with the aroma of 
fermenting wine and the buzz of a province at work.

Brilliant highlights

Sip aromatics with a view of golden vines and 
feast on fresh produce, including King salmon, 
Greenshell™ mussels, clams, walnuts, saffron, 
wild venison and high country lamb.

Grab your camera – the autumn colours of 
Marlborough are stunning.

Watch the annual grape harvest in action by 
taking a tour of the region’s Wine Trail.

Take advantage of the great weather and hit 
the walking trails.

Explore the Marlborough Sounds on a 
scheduled cruise or charter a boat.
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arlborough

3lovemarlborough.co.nz

An unforgettable wine and food
experience around every corner

Itinerary development, images and consumer trail guides 
available from: E: janes@marlboroughnz.com P: +64 3 577 5523classicwinetrail.co.nz
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Wine and food is a key attraction 
for visitors to Marlborough, 
and with more than 150 
wineries responsible for 76% 
of New Zealand’s total wine 
production, as well as great 
restaurants, boutique food 
producers, and amazing seafood, 
it’s easy to see why.
Marlborough is New Zealand’s largest wine growing region, 
specialising in sauvignon blanc grapes. Its long-ripening 
season also produces superb method traditional, chardonnay 
and pinot noir.

Visitors can enjoy over 36 cellar doors featuring well-known 
international wine brands as well as small boutique family 
producers. There are also a number of boutique breweries 
creating beer to complement Marlborough’s gourmet cuisine. 

Exploring these delights can easily be done by private car, 
coach or bike with a wine trail map from the local i-SITE or join 
a guided tour. 

The region is known for its abundance of produce such as 
cherries, strawberries, apricots, herbs and vegetables – 
purchase at the farmers’ gate or at the Sunday Farmers’ 
Market. The Marlborough Sounds provide plentiful, succulent 
seafood: scallops, crayfish, Greenshell™ Mussels, oysters, 
King Salmon and snapper and these all feature on many local 
restaurant menus.

Fine wine and beer demands superb food and Marlborough 
serves it in style – from fine dining and casual cafés to hearty 
fare in local bars and ethnic cuisine – there is something to 
satisfy every palate.

Brilliant highlights

Dining amongst the vines at 
one of the award winning winery 
restaurants or enjoying the freshest 
Marlborough produce  
in Blenheim or Picton.

Discovering boutique 
breweries and distilleries to enjoy 
some of New Zealand’s finest craft 
beers and award winning brandies.

Wandering through one of 
the stunning orchards to pick your 
own fruit, including cherries, apples 
and berries.

Foraging for fresh garlic, 
asparagus and other seasonal 
specialties from the gate or the 
Marlborough Farmers’ Market

Visiting the Greenshell™ 
Mussel town of Havelock for a 
seafood lunch where you can feast 
on the juciest mussels cooked in 
the shell, or served as a hearty 
chowder.

W I N E  A N D  FO O D
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With one fifth of New Zealand’s 
coastline, the Marlborough 
Sounds is a haven for outdoor 
enthusiasts, scenic tours and 
nature visits. 
Made up of four distinctively different Sounds – Queen 
Charlotte, Kenepuru, Pelorus, and Mahau – the winding 
waterways and sheltered bays make for great boating, fishing 
and diving. Charter your own boat, kayak or join a guided tour, 
such as the world famous mail boat cruise and take in the 
beautiful scenery.

Combine a memorable deep sea fishing experience with a dive 
at the Mikhail Lermontov, one of the largest diving wrecks in the 
world. Or escape to one of the many luxury lodges scattered 
throughout the Sounds accessible only by boat or helicopter. 

The Marlborough Sounds provides the perfect environment 
for seafood farming in the cold, deep waters. Seventy percent 
of New Zealand’s export Greenshell™ Mussels and 75% 
of farmed salmon comes from Marlborough. Visitors can 
visit these farms on organised tours, and sample the local 
delicacies matched to a glass of award winning Marlborough 
sauvignon blanc.

The iconic Queen Charlotte Track can be explored by foot, 
mountain bike or sea kayak over one or several days. The 
70km track passes through a range of landscapes – lush 
forest, historic bays and skyline ridges. Accommodation is 
plentiful – from backpackers to high end lodges – and all 
transfers and luggage are made by water-taxi, providing easy 
access and a relaxed experience.

Brilliant highlights

Cruising the secluded bays of 
the Marlborough Sounds by charter 
boat or kayak – discovering your 
very own little piece of paradise.

Swimming with the dolphins 
in their natural environment, or 
diving the Mikhail Lermontov, one 
of the world’s largest diving wrecks.

Feasting on Marlborough King 
Salmon and Greenshell™ Mussels 
matched with a glass of the latest 
vintage sauvignon blanc.

Visiting Motuara Island bird 
sanctuary, one of four reserve 
islands in the Queen Charlotte 
Sounds uninhabited by humans.

Waking up at one of the many 
luxury lodges with supreme views 
over the pristine waters of the 
Marlborough Sounds.

MARLBOROUGH SOUNDS
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The Marlborough Sounds is home 
to a range of New Zealand native 
wildlife living on predator-free 
islands, including the King Shag, 
tuatara, gecko, kiwi, saddleback, 
native pigeons and yellow-crowned 
parakeets (kakariki).
The surrounding seas hold dolphins, stingrays, seals, little blue 
penguins and even orca on their seasonal migration.

There are a number of wildlife-focused tours available – 
knowledgeable skippers and guides share interesting facts 
and local information.

Several nature cruises visit Motuara Island, one of four reserve 
islands in the Queen Charlotte Sounds uninhabited by 
humans. Visitors can walk to the top of the island, via penguin 
nesting boxes, curious robins and fantails, gaining glimpses of 
saddlebacks, tui and kakariki along the way.

The Kaipupu Point Sounds Wildlife Sanctuary, a few minutes 
by boat from Picton, is worth a visit. Here you will see native 
birds such as fantail, kereru, weka, silvereye, grey warbler, tui, 
bellbird, and kingfisher.

Pelorus Bridge Scenic Reserve (Te Hoiere), is home to one 
of Marlborough’s last remaining populations of bats, roosting 
in the large forest around the bridge and camp site. Pelorus 
Bridge also has one of Marlborough’s last remaining stands 
of lowland podocarp forest, a fragment of the primeval forest 
that cloaked much of the lowlands of the region. 

Walk, kayak or enjoy a 4WD tour around the historic Wairau 
Lagoon, spotting more than 90 bird species nesting at New 
Zealand’s oldest discovered site of occupation. This shallow 
estuarine waterway of channels, sand spits and islands covers 
about 2,400 hectares. The islands are low and flat, ideal for 
nesting birds such as swan, black-backed gull and royal spoonbill.

Brilliant highlights

Follow the eco trail at 
Lochmara Lodge, a short boat trip 
from Picton, where you can learn 
about and interact with native flora 
and fauna 

Take a boat cruise out to 
uninhabited Motuara Island and 
walk through bush teeming with 
birdlife to the top of the island. 

Kayak the tranquil waters of  
the Wairau Lagoon, exploring  
the waterways and spot some of 
the more than 90 species of 
nesting birds.

Explore the Pelorus Bridge 
Scenic Reserve, take a swim in 
crystal clear waters, and see one of 
our last remaining stands of 
podocarp forest.

Visit Long Island Marine Reserve 
– snorkel or scuba dive to get the 
best views of local marine life, or 
head ashore to the western beach 
for a picnic.

N AT U R E
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Marlborough offers a spectacular 
array of walking tracks with 
stunning scenery and views of 
the region. 
Whether it’s a short walk through the Wither Hills farm land, or 
a multi-day tramp along the Nydia Track or Queen Charlotte 
Track in the Marlborough Sounds, Marlborough has a walk to 
suit all ages and fitness levels.

The Queen Charlotte Track stretches from historic Ship Cove 
to Anakiwa and runs almost the entire length of the Queen 
Charlotte Sound. The 70 kilometres (45 miles) of spectacular 
walking track passes through historic sites, secluded bays, 
skyline ridges and coastal bush.

The Queen Charlotte Track can be walked all year round  
with the most popular season being from November to May. 
The track is suitable for walkers of all ages with a moderate 
level of fitness.

Both freedom and guided walking options are available and 
both allow you to have your packs carried for you from any 
of the access points along the track by arrangement with 
transport operators.

Most sections of the track can be accessed by water taxi 
transfer allowing travellers to do a day walk if time is short. 
Local operators provide half and full day options through to 
multi-day packages offering walking, mountain biking and  
sea kayaking combinations including accommodation and 
water transfers.

Strategically placed throughout the 70km length of track 
is a range of accommodation including Department of 
Conservation campsites, backpackers, homestays, hotels  
and resorts.

WA L KS

Brilliant highlights

The 70km long Queen Charlotte 
Track – Marlborough’s most 
famous track – known for its 
stunning views and contrasting 
landscapes.

Nydia Track in the Pelorus 
Sound – 27km of lush coastal, 
regenerating forest and farmland 
– offers superb views from its  
two saddles.

Wither Hills Farm Park – 1100 
hectares of rolling hill country has 
walking and biking choices from a 
gentle stroll to adrenalin-charged 
downhill bike trails.

Cape Campbell Lighthouse –  
a great day’s walk to the 
southernmost extreme of Cook 
Strait. Spectacular views with a 
striking lighthouse at the end.

The Richmond Ranges has a 
range of choices – from a 90 
minute stroll to some more serious 
tramping options.
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Easy Tramping Track

Easy Tramping Track on private land 
(boundaries marked by blue posts on the 
track) Pass required, see www.qctlc.com

Tramping track

Non-DOC track access to accommodation

Information

www.qctrack.co.nz

Picton

Walking distances & times
Track Section Distance Times

Ship Cove to Resolution Bay 4.5 km approx. 1.5 – 2 hrs

Resolution Bay to Endeavour Inlet 10.5 km approx. 2 – 2.75 hrs

Endeavour Inlet to Camp Bay 11.5 km approx. 4.75 – 4 hrs

Camp Bay to Torea Saddle 24.5 km approx. 5.5 – 7.5 hrs

Torea Saddle to Te Mahia Saddle 7.5 km approx. 2.5 – 3 hrs

Te Mahia Saddle to Anakiwa 12.5 km approx. 2.5 – 3.75 hrs

Biking distances & times
Track Section Distance Times

Ship Cove to Camp Bay 26.5 km approx. 5 hrs

Camp Bay to Torea Saddle 20.5 km approx. 4 hrs

Torea Saddle to Anakiwa 20 km approx. 4 hrs

• Clients short of time can still experience the Queen 
Charlotte Track with a range of day trips or overnight 
combinations to suit all travellers.

• Quality accommodation, evening à la carte dining and a full 
luggage and water transfer service ensure this track is a 
must do for discerning travellers.

• Be prepared for all weather. Pack warm, waterproof 
clothing, sturdy footwear, and a day pack with water, 
sunscreen and insect repellent.

• Passes can be purchased from the Picton and Blenheim 
i-SITEs or visit qctlc.com for a full list of outlets.

Track Tips

Queen Charlotte Track
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Marlborough has a great choice 
of on- and off-road cycling tracks 
catering for all abilities. Mountain 
bike the Queen Charlotte Track, 
cycle the Wither Hills or ride 
between the many vineyards amid 
stunning Marlborough scenery.
The 70km Queen Charlotte Track is recognised as a Great 
Ride in the New Zealand Cycle Trails network and a DOC 
Manaaki Trail. Purpose built, it’s the longest continuous track 
in the country and suitable for intermediate to experienced 
mountain bikers. The track is open for mountain biking from 
March-November.

The Molesworth Muster Trail runs through Molesworth Station 
– the largest and most remote working farm in New Zealand. 
The 207 kilometre journey from Blenheim to Hanmer Springs 
follows the Awatere River, crosses Ward Pass to follow the 
Acheron River to join the Clarence. This is an unforgettable 
journey through spectacular scenery and wide-open 
landscape, with camp sites along the way.

Closer to Blenheim, the Wither Hills Farm Park features 1100 
hectares of rolling hill country and is home to numerous tracks for 
mountain bikers with excellent views of Blenheim and beyond.

Or explore Marlborough’s many cellar doors by bike. Enjoy 
cycling along the quiet rural roads through superb countryside, 
stopping to experience a wine tasting or vineyard lunch. 

Marlborough is also home to the South Island’s biggest and most 
popular recreational road cycling event in April – the Forrest 
GrapeRide. The classic course traverses a 101km or 42km circuit 
through some of New Zealand’s most stunning scenery.

Brilliant highlights

Cycling through the vineyards 
and stopping off at one of 
Marlborough’s many cellar doors to 
sample their latest vintages.

Mountain biking the 70 km 
Queen Charlotte Track, a Great 
Ride in the New Zealand Cycle 
Trails Network.

Cycling through the expansive 
Molesworth Station from Blenheim 
to Hanmer Springs – riding through 
vast landscapes of mountains and 
river valleys.

Biking the many trails of the 
Wither Hills Farm Park – something 
for everyone from novice to 
experienced thrill-seeker.

Cycle the Nydia Track – a 
challenging mountain bike track 
passing through lush coastal forest, 
with superb views of the Pelorus 
Sound.

CYC L I N G
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Marlborough is the perfect family 
destination – swim in the crystal 
clear Pelorus River or dive into the 
Whites Bay surf.
Fish from a wharf, boat or beach; spot dolphins, seals 
and little blue penguins in the Marlborough Sounds; walk 
among endangered wildlife on island sanctuaries; or explore 
Marlborough’s passion for aviation, on the ground or in the air. 

Explore the living history of aircraft at the Omaka Aviation 
Heritage Centre near Blenheim – the exhibits designed by the 
creative teams behind The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. 
To get there, jump aboard Blenheim’s Riverside Railway and 
enjoy the ride along the picturesque Taylor River.

Get up close to native tuatara and see little blue penguins 
and fish from the Marlborough Sounds at EcoWorld Picton 
Aquarium. Or go swimming with dolphins, and learn about 
the marine wildlife you see along the way. On return to Picton, 
enjoy the picturesque foreshore with mini golf, children’s 
playground and marina.

Mountain biking is another great activity for families with a vast 
array of cycle tracks. Ride an undulating circuit at the Rarangi 
Pump Track or fun forest trails at Conders Bend, or hit the 
trails in the Wither Hills Mountain Bike Park.

Visit White’s Bay for sun, sand, surf and swimming, as well as 
walking tracks through native bush, or swim or canoe down the 
Pelorus River, the location of the barrel run scene from The 
Hobbit – ‘The Desolation of Smaug’. 

Brilliant highlights

Omaka Aviation Heritage 
Centre brings the story of aviation 
in the First World War to life in 
amazing sets created by the 
talents of Weta Workshop and 
Wingnut Films.

Fishing in the Marlborough 
Sounds – from the wharf, a boat or 
the beach – there’s plenty to catch 
including blue cod, snapper and 
gurnard.

Mountain biking at Conders 
Bend through relatively gentle 
trails, or head to Wither Hills Farm 
Park if you are looking for more 
action.

Omaka marae – visit or take a 
tour where you can immerse 
yourself and learn more about the 
unique Maori culture.

FA M I LY  F U N
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With direct flights from Auckland, 
Wellington and Christchurch 
International Airports, and parking 
space for private planes at 
Marlborough Airport, Marlborough 
is easily accessible for the 
premium traveller. 
Visitors to the region can relax with exclusive, 5-star 
experiences or their visit can be tailored to include exciting 
personalised adventures.

The Marlborough region is home to a cluster of premium, 
internationally recognised food and beverage brands, as well as 
a number of world-class restaurants and luxury accommodation 
choices. Visitors can escape to a luxury lodge tucked away 
amongst the vineyards or overlooking the Marlborough Sounds, 
and dine at one of the many gourmet restaurants. For behind the 
scenes, money-can’t-buy interactions with winemakers and food 
producers, private tours can also be arranged.

For those wanting to experience the stunning Marlborough 
Sounds, charter a luxury vessel for the day or night and cruise 
the beautiful bays and peaceful coves. With resort style 
accommodation yachts can moor alongside, and helicopter 
landing pads to transport visitors to nearby wineries, the 
Marlborough Sounds is the perfect location to relax and unwind.

Catch a fish from the pristine waters and match it with a world 
famous Marlborough sauvignon blanc or hire a private chef 
and indulge in the delicious seafood the Marlborough Sounds 
has to offer. The Marlborough region really is the perfect 
location for a luxury holiday or romantic getaway.

Brilliant highlights

Charter a luxury vessel for the 
day or night and cruise the beautiful 
bays of the Marlborough Sounds.

Take a guided tour of 
Marlborough in style, whether by 
helicopter, charter boat or private 
luxury vehicle. 

Relax, revitalise and be 
pampered in a day spa with a 
personalised treatment.

Stay the night at one of 
Marlborough’s luxury lodges either 
tucked away amongst the 
vineyards or overlooking the 
Marlborough Sounds.

Dine at one of Marlborough’s 
gourmet restaurants and feast  
on the freshest local ingredients 
matched with fine  
Marlborough wines.

I N D U LG E N C E
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All year round
Marlborough Farmers Market
The best of Marlborough produce 
gathered together at one market.
marlboroughfarmersmarket.co.nz 

February
Marlborough Wine &  
Food Festival
Great wine, food and music amid 
vineyards in the heart of New 
Zealand’s premier wine region. 
marlboroughwinefestival.co.nz

April
Forrest GrapeRide
The South Island’s largest biking 
event through some of New 
Zealand’s most beautiful scenery. 
graperide.co.nz

April
Classic Fighters  
Omaka Airshow
See heritage aviation on display in 
an action packed weekend. Held 
every two years.
classicfighters.co.nz

E V E N TS

For a full list of events,  
visit Follow-ME.co.nz

May
Saint Clair Vineyard  
Half Marathon
A stunning run through private 
vineyards, with entertainment and 
treats along the way. 
vineyardhalf.com

November
Nelmac Garden Marlborough
Celebrate all things botanical  
at New Zealand’s premier 
gardening event.
gardenmarlborough.com
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Highlights

DAY 2

Marlborough Sounds
Make your way to Picton, a scenic seaside town and gateway 
to the Marlborough Sounds. Walk, bike or kayak a section 
of the Queen Charlotte Track with Wilderness Guides, or 
start the day swimming with the dolphins with Dolphin Watch 
and Nature Tours. Alternatively, relax in the morning before 
heading out on Beachcomber’s Magic Mailboat cruise, 
returning to Picton late afternoon.

DAY 1

Wine Country
Arrive in Marlborough in the morning ready to start your wine tour 
late morning. Begin your guided tour through Marlborough wine 
country with Marlborough Tour Company, Sounds Connection 
or Explore Marlborough, visiting 4-5 wineries and stopping for 
lunch along the way. Tours range from daily scheduled departures 
through to private tours by coach, luxury vehicles or bicycle.

Overnight in your choice of Marlborough accommodation – in 
the heart of Blenheim, amongst the vines or in the seaside town 
of Picton.

Arriving early? Full day wine touring options also available 
or make time for a guided tour of the amazing Omaka 
Aviation Heritage Centre, or a Maori cultural tour with Maori 
Experiences.

I T I N E R A R I ES

Short on time? 
Explore our most famous features,  
wine and the Marlborough Sounds.
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Taste

DAY 3

Options Galore
Visit Yealands Estate in Seddon and enjoy a wine tasting or 
picnic there with a hamper. Take in the picturesque views 
across the vineyards and Cook Strait on a self-guided tour 
following ‘The White Road’ – map available at the cellar door.

If in Marlborough on a Sunday, don’t miss the  
Farmers’ Market.

Or visit a local Marae with Maori Experiences –sample Maori 
food, participate in an interactive cultural activity and learn 
about the significance of the carved meeting house.

DAY 2

Hidden Surprises
Visit some boutique food producers and sample their 
delicious products – olive oil, hazelnuts, herbs, award  
winning cheeses or summer fruits, before lunching at a 
vineyard restaurant. 

Or, explore the Marlborough Sounds with Marlborough Tour 
Company’s Seafood Odyssea cruise. Visit a King Salmon 
farm, learn about mussel farming and finish the  
day feasting on salmon and mussels matched with 
Marlborough sauvignon blanc. 

Overnight in Blenheim or in the seaside town of Picton.

DAY 1

Wine Country
Explore vineyards and cellar doors with Marlborough  
Tour Company or Sounds Connection. Visit boutique family 
producers and recognised brands such as Cloudy Bay, 
followed by lunch at a vineyard restaurant, such as  
Brancott Estate.

Finish the day with dinner at Herzog Estate or Gibbs on 
Godfrey. Overnight in a Blenheim or Picton hotel, or be 
pampered at one of the many boutique B&Bs.

For those that are wanting something more active, join 
an Explore Marlborough wine tour by bike and cycle your 
way around the Marlborough wine region.

Enjoy the 
journey 

from farmer’s gate to dinner plate.
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Nature lovers

DAY 2

Wairau Lagoon and 
Pelorus Bridge
Today kayak or walk the historic Wairau Lagoon, 
spotting more than 90 bird species nesting 
at New Zealand’s oldest discovered site of 
occupation. This shallow estuarine waterway of 
channels, sand spits and islands covers about 
2,400 hectares. The islands are low and flat, ideal 
for nesting birds such as swan, black-backed gull 
and royal spoonbill.

In the afternoon take a drive out towards 
Havelock and visit the Pelorus Bridge Scenic 
Reserve, home to the last remaining population of 
bats in Marlborough and one of the only lowland 
podocarp forests in the region. While you are 
there, enjoy a swim in the river and an ice cream 
from the local café. 

DAY 1

Marlborough Sounds
Explore Kaipupu Point Sounds Wildlife Sanctuary, 
a community project to create a safe haven for 
wildlife on a peninsula of land near Picton. The 
Sanctuary is a short boat trip from Picton and 
getting there is easy with Beachcomber Cruises. 
Enjoy looking and listening for native birds while 
walking the 2.8 km track around the sanctuary. 
Look out for fantail, kereru, weka, silvereye, 
grey warbler, tui, bellbird, and kingfisher, and 
shorebirds around the rocky coastline.

In the afternoon join the Dolphin Watch and 
Nature Tours boat cruise to Motuara Island Bird 
Sanctuary where you will enjoy a conservation 
focused, wildlife adventure. 

Stay in the seaside town of Picton and take a walk 
along the Snout Track to see the stunning views 
of the Queen Charlotte Sound.

Explore Marlborough’s

natural beauty  
and huge variety of  
bird and marine life
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Family Fun

DAY 2

Blenheim
Transfer to Blenheim and visit the Omaka Aviation Heritage 
Centre, which brings to life the heroes of World War One 
aviation with an unparalleled collection and dramatic lifelike 
scenes. Enjoy a long lunch at a local café and take a walk 
through Wither Hills Farm Park in the afternoon, a network of 
walks with views over the vineyard-studded Wairau Plains.

If visiting on a Sunday, head to the 
Marlborough Farmer’s Market. Taste your 
way around the stallholders, listen to the 
sounds of local musicians, see a local chef in 
action and listen to the resident storyteller.

DAY 1

Marlborough Sounds
Start your morning in Picton and catch a water taxi out to 
Lochmara Lodge in the Queen Charlotte Sound. Hand feed 
kakariki (NZ native parrot), hunt for wild wetas, enjoy the safe 
swimming beach, kayak around the sheltered coastline, go 
on the Great New Zealand Art Hunt and enjoy fabulous food 
in the café.

From Lochmara Lodge, head back to Picton in time for a 
Dolphin Watch and Nature Tours cruise out to Motuara 
Island bird sanctuary, one of four reserve islands in the 
Queen Charlotte Sounds, for a guided nature walk. Keep an 
eye out for dolphins and seals en route!

For something a little different, experience Beachcomber 
Cruises Mailboat Cruise. Help deliver the mail and crucial 
supplies to those who live in secluded bays throughout the 
Marlborough Sounds.

Stay the night at Park Regis Picton and enjoy Picton’s 
picturesque foreshore with mini golf, children’s playground 
and marina.

New experiences are around  
every corner, there’s

heaps of things  
to see and do

19



DAY 2

Art and History
Visit the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre in 
Blenheim, which brings to life the heroes of World 
War One aviation with an unparalleled collection 
and dramatic lifelike scenes. Spend the rest of 
the day browsing the many art and craft galleries 
and local gardens. Collect a copy of the Art 
& Craft Trail map from the local i-SITE Visitor 
Centres for a self-guided experience.

Looking for more? Visit a local Maori marae 
with Maori Experiences. Here you will 
experience a traditional welcome, sample 
Maori food, participate in an interactive 
cultural activity and learn about the 
significance of the carved meeting house.

DAY 1

Marlborough Sounds
Start your day touring the Marlborough Sounds 
with Beachcomber Cruises or Dolphin Watch and 
Nature Tours. Visit Ship Cove (Captain Cook’s 
favourite New Zealand anchorage) and Motuara 
Island, one of four reserve islands in the Queen 
Charlotte Sounds not inhabited by humans. Look 
out for dolphins and seals along the way!

Stay at Lochmara Lodge and enjoy exploring 
their indoor and outdoor Arts Centre showcasing 
New Zealand artists.

Cultural There is so much to do –

the best of  
Marlborough’s art,  

culture and heritage
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Active

DAY 3

Wine Tour
Transfer to Blenheim and take a wine tour by bike with Explore 
Marlborough or hire a bike from Vines Village and do a self-
guided tour around the cellar doors. Have lunch at one of the 
many award winning winery restaurants along the way.

Brancott Estate Heritage Centre offers bike tours around 
their vineyard. Learn about the viticulture process that 
goes into the making of their wines, and taste a selection 
of premium Brancott Estate wines amongst the vines.

For those feeling particularly active, finish the day with a 
walk or mountain bike up the Wither Hills and check out the 
outstanding views from the top.

Stay in Blenheim or amongst the vines at a hotel.

DAY 2

Marlborough Sounds
Continue your journey along the Queen Charlotte Track 
by foot, bike or kayak, or for something different, swim with 
dolphins in the sheltered waters of the Marlborough Sounds 
with Dolphin Watch and Nature Tours.

Stay overnight at the Park Regis Picton or a luxury lodge in 
the Marlborough Sounds.

DAY 1

Queen Charlotte Track
Arrive in Marlborough and begin your journey along the 
Queen Charlotte Track. Walk, cycle or kayak the track with 
Wilderness Guides for one day or several, and admire the 
stunning views from the skyline ridges. Enjoy a packed lunch 
on a remote beach and have your luggage transported to 
your accommodation by water taxi.

Stay the night at one of the many luxury lodges along the 
Queen Charlotte Track.

Experience the great outdoors with

a fun-filled 
adventure holiday in  

Marlborough
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Indulge

DAY 3

Options Galore
Depart by boat, helicopter or float plane and head back to the wine 
region for more wining and dining with Marlborough Tour Company, 
Sounds Connection or Explore Marlborough. Or visit local gardens and 
artists’ studios, or be inspired by World War One aviation heroes at the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre, made possible by Sir Peter Jackson’s 
Wingnut Films and Weta Workshop.

DAY 2

Marlborough Sounds
Relax in the morning or indulge in a massage at Marlborough Medi Spa. 
Get a private transfer to Picton and explore the Marlborough Sounds 
by charter boat. Catch a fish from the pristine waters for the onboard 
chef to prepare along with other local delicacies – King Salmon, oysters 
and Greenshell™ Mussels. Match with your favourite Marlborough 
sauvignon blanc.

Looking for something more active? Enjoy a guided walking, biking 
or kayaking tour along the Queen Charlotte Track with Wilderness 
Guides, stopping at a lodge along the way for lunch.

Stay the night in the Marlborough Sounds at Bay of Many Coves or 
Raetihi Lodge and watch the sun go down over a glass of local wine.

DAY 1

Private Wine Tour
Enjoy a private winery tour with Marlborough Tour Company, Sounds 
Connection or Explore Marlborough and sample world-famous 
Marlborough sauvignon blanc. Relax over a leisurely lunch at one of the 
many award winning winery restaurants.

Stay amongst the vines at Marlborough Vintners Hotel or Marlborough 
Vintners Retreat, or enjoy the delights of Lake Timara Lodge with their 
Michelin experienced chef, Louis Schindler.

A five star experience or  
romantic escape to indulge in

premium food and wine,  
and world-class  

restaurants
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Touring Routes
The following are suggested touring routes to and from Marlborough.

The Classic New Zealand 
Wine Trail
The Classic New Zealand Wine Trail is a signposted 380km (240 
miles) self-drive touring route that leads through four of New 
Zealand’s most interesting and scenic regions. The Trail travels 
from Marlborough, through to Wellington, Wairarapa and Hawke’s 
Bay (or vice versa), delivering fantastic food and wine combined 
with outstanding scenery, inspiring adventures and unforgettable 
cultural encounters. 

In each region, visit traditional farmer’s markets and follow the 
regional wine and food trails which give the opportunity to meet 
and learn from local producers. For a detailed map of the Classic 
New Zealand Wine Trail see page 6. 

Queen Charlotte Drive
Navigate the stunning Queen Charlotte Drive which links the 
seaside town of Picton to Havelock.

Fringed with native forest and secluded bays, this 40-kilometre 
winding road is a spectacular scenic drive. There are plenty of 
stops along the way to take in the coastal sights, as well as tranquil 
beaches and bush walks.

The West Coast Road
State Highway 63 is a relatively easy drive from Marlborough 
through to Murchison and the West Coast via St Arnaud, Nelson 
Lakes National Park, and Kahurangi National Park, as well as 
providing an alternate route to the West Coast. The different 
scenery and easy driving conditions make SH63 a great option 
for those travelling from Marlborough to Nelson and looking to 
return south down the east coast without travelling the same road 
twice (SH6).

R OA D  T R I P

Nelson
A short drive over the Whangamoa Ranges links Nelson with 
Marlborough. Stop in Havelock for a meal of fresh Greenshell 
Mussels and take a walk to the waterfall at Pelorus Bridge. Once 
at Havelock you can either take the Queen Charlotte Drive scenic 
route to Picton or carry on State Highway 6 to Blenheim. 

Kaikoura Coast
State Highway 1 is the road taken when travelling between 
Christchurch and Marlborough. This scenic stretch of road 
passes through farmland before reaching Kaikoura and the 
rugged coastline. Here you can stop for a break at a café or spot 
seals along the way, before continuing onwards to Marlborough 
wine country. 
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Accommodation capacity chart

P L AC ES  TO  STAY

Accommodation
Accom 
Rooms

Comm 
Applies

Restaurant/ 
In-house Dining

Qualmark Contact Website

Bay of Many Coves 11 (Apartments) Yes Yes Yes bayofmanycoves.co.nz

Chateau Marlborough 45 Yes Yes Yes marlboroughnz.co.nz

Furneaux Lodge 22 Yes Yes – furneaux.co.nz

Hans Herzog 1 Yes Yes – herzog.co.nz

Hotel d’Urville 11 Yes Yes – durville.com

Lake Timara Lodge 4 Yes Yes – timara.co.nz

Lochmara Lodge 14 Yes Yes – lochmara.co.nz

Marlborough Vintners Hotel 16 Yes Yes Yes mvh.co.nz

Park Regis Picton 48 Yes Yes – parkregispicton.co.nz

Punga Cove 16 Yes Yes Yes pungacove.co.nz

Raetihi Lodge 14 Yes Yes Yes raetihilodge.co.nz

Scenic Hotel Marlborough 54 Yes Yes Yes scenichotelgroup.co.nz

Vintners Retreat 14 (Villas) Yes Yes Yes vintnersretreat.co.nz
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Bay of Many Coves
Arthurs Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound 
T: +64 3 579 9771 
E: enquiries@bayofmanycoves.co.nz 
www.bayofmanycoves.co.nz

Chateau Marlborough
Cnr High and Henry Streets, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 578 0064 
E: chateau@marlboroughnz.co.nz 
www.marlboroughnz.co.nz

Discover a kind of luxury that cannot be found 
anywhere else in the world. Perfect seclusion 
in a pristine natural environment deep in the 
Queen Charlotte Sound, set in native bush right 
down to the water’s edge; 5-star luxury boutique 
accommodation with world-class cuisine; stunning 
scenery, adventure, romance and sense of 
relaxation you could only dream of. Once you’re here 
we’ll make you feel right at home. The Bay of Many 
Coves has so many wonderful features you may 
simply want to relax and soak up the surroundings 
and while away your time in our day spa. On the 
other hand, there is a world of adventure waiting right 
at the end of the jetty and in the bush-clad hills all 
around you. Cruise with dolphins and orcas, visit rare 
wildlife on a remote island, fish, kayak, swim, or walk 
in the bush, you’ll find so much to do at the Bay of 
Many Coves.

We can also arrange tours to the world renowned 
Marlborough wineries and other areas of local 
interest, all a short distance from the Bay of Many 
Coves. Luxury has never been so pure, so natural, 
or so totally relaxing. Join us for a slice of 100% pure 
New Zealand.

Chateau Marlborough is the only 5 star Hotel in the top of 
the South Island. A boutique property with 45 well appointed 
suites and apartments offering guests luxury accommodation 
to provide the highest level of comfort along with modern 
amenities, including 42 “LCD television to ensure you a 
pleasurable stay and services to its guests within its unique 
and renowned building.

Chateau Marlborough offers the latest in executive style 
boardrooms fully equipped with audio/visual presentation 
equipment and accommodation options your group will enjoy 
an environment of luxury, seclusion, comfort and intimacy 
with attentive yet unobtrusive service. Award winning Quench 
Restaurant and Wine.

Bar boasts a delicious menu, attractive outdoor dining area 
and pool bar. Quench is open for breakfast and evening 
dining daily and lunch by appointment. Chateau Marlborough 
is excited to announce a Day Spa on site offering a range of 
beauty treatments. We also offer a Fitness Centre which is 
fully equipped with Treadmill, X-Trainer, Stationary Bike, Free 
Weights, Fitness Balls, Weight Bench, LCD television for guest 
use. Overlooking beautiful Seymour Square, we are centrally 
located within a two minute easy walk to the city centre. The 
Chateau has been carefully designed to meet the needs of its 
corporate and travelling guests. 
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Furneaux Lodge
Private Bag 381, Picton 7250 
T: +64 3 579 8259 
E: info@furneaux.co.nz 
www.furneaux.co.nz

Hans Herzog
81 Jefferies Road, RD 3, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 572 8770 
E: info@herzog.co.nz 
www.herzog.co.nz

Hotel d’Urville
48 Queen Street, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 577 9945 
E: hotel@durville.com 
www.durville.com

Regarded as one of New Zealand’s best wine & dine experiences. 
This organic family Wine Estate is a ‘must’ visit! 

Be enchanted by the classic Cellar Door, relaxed Bistro & world-class 
Gourmet Restaurant, set within tranquil Mediterranean gardens.

• Daily vineyard tours – within an eclectic grape variety collection
• Barrel Hall tastings – in a traditional old-world Winery 
• Cooking classes – learn from Michelin star experienced Master chefs
• Winemaker table – private dining with the owners/winemakers!
• High tea’s – the epitome of indulgence 
• Vineyard Cottage – so you never have to leave... 

All for the love of wine, naturally.

Winery | Cellar Door | Bistro | Gourmet Restaurant | Vineyard Cottage

Hotel d’Urville is the perfect place to relax after a day spent enjoying 
Marlborough’s many attractions. In a landmark 1920’s art deco 
building in the heart of Blenheim, Hotel d’Urville is a genuine boutique 
hotel with 11 well-appointed rooms catering for the guest who craves 
something original, unique and magical. Relax and unwind with a 
drink in our bar or outdoor terrace area before dining in our award-
wining restaurant specialising in fresh seafood and Marlborough 
wines. See our website for details of our accommodation packages.

Nestled at the head of Endeavour 
Inlet in Queen charlotte Sound, 
this lodge is surrounded by 800 
hectares of virgin native forest and 
overlooks the bay. The pace is easy 
and the atmosphere comfortable 
and relaxed. Explore the Inlet – go 
kayaking, swimming, mountain 
biking and walking – or spend 
the day fishing, diving or dolphin 
watching. The lodge offers a range 
of accommodation options from 
self-contained family units to 
contemporary studio suites with 
delicious Marlborough food and 
wine to be enjoyed in the award 
winning restaurant. Furneaux 
Lodge is the first night’s stay on the 
Queen Charlotte Track, a popular 
wedding and honeymoon venue 
and ideal for executive retreats.
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Lake Timara Lodge
301 Dog Point Road, RD 2 Blenheim 
T: +64 3 572 8276 | F: +64 3 572 9191 
E: timaralodge@xtra.co.nz 
www.timara.co.nz

Lochmara Lodge Wildlife Recovery & Arts Centre

Lochmara Bay, Queen Charlotte Sound | T: +64 3 573 4554  
Freephone: 0800 562 462 
E: enquiries@lochmaralodge.co.nz 
www.lochmara.co.nz

In the heart of Marlborough’s wine region is Timara Lodge, peacefully 
nestled within 25 acres of superbly maintained gardens, with a 
large in-ground swimming pool, grass tennis court and a private 
5 acre lake. Guests can experience the gourmet pleasures of 
Louis Schindler, their own internationally renowned and Michelin 
experienced chef.

Accommodating only 8 people at any one time, they are sure to be 
indulged! Choose from four charming guest rooms with king beds 
and ensuite bathrooms, some with spa baths and private sitting 
rooms. The tariff includes pre-dinner drinks, four-course gourmet 
dinner with wine, breakfast and airport transfers.

Inspired by the outstanding beauty of the Marlborough Sounds 
and their passion for arts and the environment, Shayne Olsen and 
Louise Bright have created Lochmara: a unique destination which 
embodies the spirit of the Marlborough Sounds. Lochmara offers 14 
rooms suitable for couples and families, a fully licensed cafe, access 
to the Queen Charlotte Track, convenient water taxi service, and a 
range of day trips from Picton. On-site activities include free kayaks, 
conservation, art and nature encounters, bush walks, massage and 
bath house and hidden surprises around every corner. Lochmara is 
once discovered, never forgotten.

Marlborough Vintners Hotel
190 Rapaura Road, Renwick 
T: +64 3 572 5094 
E: info@mvh.co.nz 
www.mvh.co.nz

Marlborough Vintners Hotel is set in amongst 
the vines right in the middle of Sauvignon Blanc 
central. The hotel is easy to reach of many outdoor 
activities such as cruising the Marlborough 
Sounds, biking, hiking and fishing. With luxury 
accommodation, superb facilities, a warm 
welcoming atmosphere and attentive service, you 
have everything you need for a memorable stay. 
The five-star Vintners Room restaurant offers 
a distinctively Marlborough menu showcasing 
the freshest of local ingredients, complemented 
with an extensive, handpicked wine list featuring 
some of the finest local vintages. An excellent 
destination for an exclusive retreat, team 
building event, conference or board meeting, the 
Marlborough Vintners Hotel has knowledgeable 
staff to help with planning, menus and activities. 
The hotel also provides the perfect backdrop 
for weddings, with its vaulted reception hall, 
grand gallery entrance, superb barrel room and 
beautifully kept grounds with views over the 
vineyards to the Richmond ranges.
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Park Regis Picton
25 Waikawa Road, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 7002 
E: rsvprpi@parkregishotels.com 
www.parkregishotels.com

Punga Cove
Endeavour Inlet, Marlborough Sounds, 
Private Bag 408, Picton 7250 
T: +64 3 579 8561 | F: +64 3 579 8080 
E: enquiries@pungacove.co.nz | www.pungacove.co.nz

Sitting in a prime location with spectacular views of 
Marlborough Sound and wine region, Park Regis Picton 
is a perfect destination for either a holiday escape or 
business event. With 48 comfortable spacious rooms 
and contemporary apartments to choose from, Park 
Regis Picton has rooms to suit every guest’s preference.

Park Regis Picton is just within 10 km away from Picton 
Airport and 1 km from Picton Train station and only 
walking distance from the ferry with beautiful views of the 
Marlborough Sounds. Cruising and kayaking are a few of 
the ways to enjoy the spectacular scenery of the region.

Should you prefer to just stay and relax in the hotel, you 
have the option of sampling fresh local produce from 
our restaurant, The Chartroom, or relaxing at Boatshed 
bar while sipping your favourite cocktail in the evening. 
The hotel has a Conference Centre with capacity for up 
to 100 people. The pillar-less room with natural light is 
an excellent option for businesses that are looking for 
something different. 

Picton offers easy access to the idyllic South island and 
Queen Charlotte Sound, and the hotel is only a short 
walk to the marina, shopping & dining precincts and 
ferry terminal.

Set amongst stunning scenery in the 
magnificent waterways of New Zealand’s 
remote outer Marlborough Sounds, Punga 
Cove is the perfect retreat for people wanting 
to relax in style. Punga Cove offers a range 
of accommodation options - studios and 
one and two bedroom chalets. Tastefully 
furnished chalets are nestled into the bush-
clad hillside, with sundecks giving privacy 
and superb views across the bay. The Punga 
Fern Restaurant boasts breath-taking views 
complemented by the superb menu and 
wine list featuring delights of the Marlborough 
region. Fish, walk, kayak or do nothing at all. 
Enjoy relaxing by the pool or in the spa, in the 
Boatshed Café Bar or a BBQ by the beach. 
The choice is yours at Punga Cove.
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Scenic Hotel Marlborough 
65 Alfred Street, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 520 6187 | F: +64 3 578 0337 
E: marlborough@scenichotels.co.nz 
www.scenichotels.co.nz

Raetihi Lodge
7124 Kenepuru Road, Double Bay, Marlborough Sounds 
T: +64 3 573 4300 
E: info@raetihilodge.co.nz 
www.raetihilodge.co.nz

Vintners Retreat
55 Rapaura Road, Marlborough 
T: +64 3 572 7420 
E: villas@vintnersretreat.co.nz 
www.vintnersretreat.co.nz

Nestled in a secluded bay of extraordinary natural beauty in the 
Marlborough Sounds is Raetihi Lodge. The Marlborough Sounds’ is 
one of New Zealand’s iconic playgrounds and has for years attracted 
local and international visitors who share a passion for activities 
such as boating, fishing, hiking, sailing, diving, relaxing and the finer 
things in life. Relax and enjoy complimentary use of Kayaks, fishing 
or indulge yourself in a spa treatment, accommodation and facilities 
are rated 4 star plus. Raetihi’s Restaurant also offers you a place 
where you can dine on an ever changing feast of seafood and fresh 
local produce prepared by our international chefs.

Vintners Retreat, luxury villas. Offering exceptional self-contained 
villas in the heart of Marlborough’s wine region, surrounded by 
wineries and vineyards. 14 spacious and stylish villas to choose from, 
housing a total of 30 rooms that can be configured as super king 
or twin share. With two and three bedroom villas available, there is 
an option to suit everyone. All villas are serviced daily, have large 
living spaces with full kitchen and dining areas, private patio and 
BBQ, spa baths and separate showers, laundry, full SKY TV and 
complimentary wireless.

The park-like grounds feature a swimming pool, tennis court,  
boules, croquet, herb garden, kids’ playhut and bikes for hire.  
Private and peaceful, perfect for the independent traveller.

Affordable luxury is the catchphrase at the Scenic 
Hotel Marlborough. All 54 rooms, boast the latest in 
technology, Free WiFi and comfort. Situated in the centre 
of Blenheim, the Hotel is one of the few in the region with 
air-conditioning in every room. With the unique Scenic 
divine feather and down mattress toppers and pillow menu 
offering no fewer than six options, a perfect night’s sleep is 
almost guaranteed.

Part of the New Zealand owned Scenic Hotel Group, Scenic 
Hotel Marlborough is committed to providing the best 
products, services and suppliers New Zealand has to offer.

Scenic Hotel Marlborough prides itself on the highest 
levels of service, with a 24-hour reception, Free WiFi 
throughout the hotel, room service, parking, guest 
laundry and valet service. The heated hotel pool, spa and 
sauna are the perfect antidote to a busy day. Corporate 
functions and groups are welcome, with the Marlborough 
Convention Centre (managed by Scenic Group 
Convention Services) close by.

Taste the best the region has to offer at Mondrian’s 
Restaurant and Bar. Every dish on the comprehensive 
menu is matched with a quality wine suggestion from a 
selection of the finest wines from the Marlborough region.
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Beachcomber Cruises are the Marlborough Sounds cruise, transport and Queen Charlotte Track transfer specialists. Proudly family owned and 
operated since 2006, Beachcomber Cruises are open for business 364 days of the year. When you choose Beachcomber your clients cruise 
in safety and comfort, aboard vessels designed to highlight the fantastic scenery and surrounds. Size does matter when it comes to flexibility, 
reliability and cost effectiveness and we have a range of vessels to suit your needs be it a single traveller through to groups of up to 150 pax. Our 
team of skippers are highly experienced professionals, with comprehensive knowledge of the Marlborough Sounds which they enjoy sharing with 
your clients. The friendly office staff ensures the smooth operation of our services and are Queen Charlotte Track itinerary specialists. Based 
on the Picton waterfront our offices are conveniently located adjacent to both long and short term parking. Our offices are open from 7am-6pm 
during the summer, 8am-5pm in winter and we are contactable outside of these hours on our 24 hour mobile. To our existing clients thank you for 
your business and to those who have yet to use our services, we would welcome the opportunity to work with you.

Our services include: 

• Scheduled Sightseeing Cruises featuring the Magic Mail Run – the only licensed NZ Post delivery service in the Queen Charlotte Sound, 
Historical Ship Cove Cruise, Motuara Island Bird Sanctuary Eco tour and more.

• Queen Charlotte Track Transfers.
• One Day and Multi-Day Cruise & Walk packages.
• Marlborough Sounds Lodge and Holiday Home transfers.
• An on-demand Water Taxi Service (Picton Water Taxis).
• Private Boat Charter for Events.

Beachcomber Cruises
The Waterfront, London Quay, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 6175 (24 hrs) 
E: marketing@beachcombercruises.co.nz 
www.beachcombercruises.co.nz
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Brancott Estate Heritage Centre
180 Brancott Road, RD2, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 520 6975 
E: heritagecentre@brancottestate.com 
www.brancottestate.com

Cougar Line
London Quay, Picton | T: +64 3 573 7925 | F: +64 3 573 7926 
E: enquiries@cougarline.co.nz | www.cougarlinecruises.co.nz

Overlooking the stunning vista of Marlborough, the Brancott Estate 
Heritage Centre offers a premium cellar door and restaurant 
featuring local produce matched to Brancott Estate wines.

Daily wine experience options available.

• Mastery of Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc
• Living Land Falcon Encounter
• Brancott Estate Vineyard Bike Tour

(For further information please contact us, advanced bookings  
are required)

Opening Hours: Cellar Door 10am – 4:30pm

Restaurant 11am – 3pm

Open seven days (Excluding Public Holidays)

Cougar Line Cruises based in Picton are the premium water 
transportation company in Marlborough. Fast, efficient transfers, 
to all lodges, resorts and holiday accommodation in the Queen 
Charlotte Sound.

• Three hour scenic Delivery Cruise
• Spectacular one day Cruise and Walks
• Lunch in the Sounds
• Early Bird Eco Cruise to Motuara Island Bird Sanctuary
• Twilight Fish and Chip Cruise

Dolphin Watch & Nature Tours
London Quay, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 8040 
E: info@naturetours.co.nz 
www.naturetours.co.nz

Explore Marlborough 
T: Karen +64 21 846 607 
E: info@exploremarlborough.co.nz 
www.exploremarlborough.co.nz

Experience the best of the Marlborough Sounds wildlife and nature 
with Picton’s marine mammal & birding specialists. We take the time 
to showcase the unique and abundant wildlife while cruising the 
majestic Marlborough Sounds and visiting Motuara & Blumine Island 
bird sanctuaries. Be enlightened, educated and thrilled while having 
up close and personal encounters with the local dolphins, cheeky 
NZ Fur Seals and the rare and endangered sea and land birds. Fully 
guided ½ and full day conservation focused tours. 

• Swimming or viewing dolphins
• Guided bush walks at Blumine or Motuara Island Bird Sanctuaries 
• Bird watcher expeditions including the rare  

King Shag and South Island Saddleback
• Educational & specialist group tours, team building

Explore Marlborough wine tours offer winery tours of the 
Marlborough wine region by bike and by car. Out deluxe fully guided 
biking and driving tours have a maximum of 4 people (unless booked 
as one group) ensuring you clients get personal attention. The biking 
is flat and easy on comfortable bikes. Half and full day options are 
available. All tours include a lunch at a winery restaurant. Pick up 
from accommodation at 9.30am. Our tours get 5 star reviews from 
our clients.
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Māori Experiences
Aerodrome Rd, Omaka, Blenheim 
T: +64 27 306 8888 
E: info@maoriexperiences.com 
www.maoriexperiences.com

Marlborough Sounds Adventure 
Company
London Quay, Picton | T: +64 3 573 6078 
E: adventure@marlboroughsounds.co.nz 
www.marlboroughsounds.co.nz

From ancient moa hunters to modern Maori wine, Maori Experiences 
offer a unique range of Maori tours in Marlborough. Our Marae Tour 
gives you the rare opportunity to visit a living marae where every day 
Maori life occurs. Cruise the beautiful Marlborough Sounds on our 
scenic eco tour from a Maori perspective. Or experience a wine tour 
with a difference on our exclusive Maori Cultural Wine Tour. Join us 
as we retrace the footsteps of our ancestors, share with you the rich 
history of local Maori, and explain how the new generation weaves 
traditional values into their contemporary lifestyles.

Whether its sea kayaking around sheltered coves, or a 4-5 day 
guided or freedom walk on Queen Charlotte Track, our trip options 
provide a wonderful mix of active fun by day, and stylish comfort 
by night. Over 18 years we have developed journeys that ensure the 
finest Marlborough Sounds experiences and reveal the diversity 
this amazing region has to offer, for both the FIT visitor and groups. 
Our base, located amongst the water transport providers on 
Picton’s waterfront, ensures that your clients will start and finish 
their journey in the comfort and style expected from today’s quality 
tourism operations.

Picton Float Plane
The Ferry Terminal, Auckland St, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 9012 | 24 hr +64 21 704248 
E: floatplanenz@gmail.com 
www.nz-scenic-flights.co.nz

Picton Floatplane is the Marlborough Sounds premium transport 
option for Door-to-door service. Wellington to Marlborough Sounds, 
Marlborough Sounds to Nelson and Abel Tasman National Park. 
Going to a hotel/resort? We can deliver your clients safely and 
efficiently to their exact location, less transfers, more holiday time! 
Picton Floatplane offers a wide range of services including Wedding 
transfers, scenic flights, fly-in lunch excursions, Queen Charlotte 
track transfers and much more.

The combination of spectacular scenery with friendly personalised 
service ensures a memorable experience in Marlborough.

CYC LI N G
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Experience the stunning Marlborough Sounds in style and comfort on board the private cruise launch MV Tarquin. Understated luxury for the 
discerning cruiser this vessel offers stylish surrounds with all of the home comforts. Modern, beautifully appointed, and fully equipped with 
every safety feature, the Tarquin offers a unique and truly private cruise experience. Choose from a day cruise in the Queen Charlotte Sound 
or a multi-night cruise through the Marlborough Sounds and/or across into the Able Tasman National Park. 

Day Cruises

Cruise the endless bays and coves of the Marlborough Sounds, a fabulous enclosed waterway offering over 1500 kilometres of coastline. 
Scenery, sedate cruising, bush walks, swimming, fishing, a chance encounter with wildlife and birdlife all accompanied by great hospitality, and 
wonderful Marlborough wine and food. 

Cruise the day away, relax and immerse yourself in the scenery, learn the history and enjoy the stories. (Day Cruises available for 1 – 20 people)

Overnight Cruising Packages

Awaken the senses, rejuvenate the soul, indulge and relax. 

Cruise the days away on MV Tarquin with your very own private crew and chef. In the evenings retire to one of the three ensuited private cabins. 
This is the perfect way to enjoy hiking the Queen Charlotte Track while your private accommodation awaits your return. (Freedom walks and 
guided walk packages available). 

Stunning Marlborough wine and food, the lifeblood of Tarquin cruising!! Let us tantalise the taste buds with fresh local seafoods and local 
produce all matched to the best of Marlborough’s wine selection. For the foodies take the opportunity to join our on-board chef in the galley to 
learn a few secrets, your very own private cooking masterclass. (Multi-night cruises available for 1 – 6 people over 3 cabins).

Marlborough Tour Company – MV Tarquin Luxury Cruises
PO Box 1000, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 577 9997 or 0800 990 800 (in NZ) | F: +64 3 577 9979 
E: info@marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz 
www.marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz

33



Brilliant  T
H

IN
G

S
 T

O
 D

O

ACTIVITIES

Marlborough, the largest wine producing region in New Zealand, a region world famous for Sauvignon Blanc and a region full of wonderful wine 
and food experiences. Add to that a multitude of special interest venues such as private gardens, private sheep stations, Omaka Aviation, 
coastal and rural scenery and you have a wonderful region for touring. Marlborough Tour Company has been operating here in Marlborough 
for over 18 years. 

The company owns and operates a large range of fleet including BMW and Mercedes sedans, tour vans, and coaches from 30 to 50 seats. 
Combining quality fleet with friendly knowledgeable staff and you have a winning combination for creating memorable experiences. Daily 
FIT set departure tours, private tours, luxury and gourmet tours are all available along with large group touring, shore excursions and coach 
transport.

Taste Marlborough Wine Tour for a “behind the scenes” look at viticulture and winemaking including a fabulous range of special wine tastings. 
Marlborough Icons Tour for a wonderful “combo” style tour taking in the Marlborough wine region and the Marlborough Sounds in one day. 
Perfect for the clients “who wants everything in one day!!” Icons now offers a Picton departure in the morning and Nelson drop off in the evening 
making it the perfect solution for transport and touring. 

Gourmet Wine and Food Tour for the ultimate in luxury and private touring enjoying the finest wine and food experiences in the region. Private 
tours for all group sizes can include scenic touring, a sheep shearing demonstration, morning tea in a private garden, a tour through an olive 
grove, a short bush walk, winery and vineyard tour, food tastings and more. Our knowledgeable staff will work with you to create the perfect 
itinerary for your client.

Marlborough Tour Company – Marlborough Wine Region 
PO Box 1000, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 577 9997 or 0800 990 800 (in NZ) | F: +64 3 577 9979 
E: info@marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz 
www.marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz
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With a strong focus on quality wine and food experiences Marlborough Tour Company offer a range of cruises into the Marlborough Sounds 
from both Picton and Havelock. We are all about big vessels, friendly staff and truly unique experiences. 

With FIT set departure daily cruises, private cruises, and group cruises Marlborough Tour Company really can look after all of your client’s 
requirements. In addition our extensive range of land based fleet can transport your clients and groups through to the cruise.

The Greenshell™ Mussel Cruise from Havelock Marina has been a winning formula for over 9 years. Combining great scenery, local 
commentary, fresh mussels and award winning Sauvignon Blanc. A wonderful cruise experience in the Pelorus and Kenepuru Sounds. 

The Seafood Odyssea daily cruise from Picton Marina continues this winning formula. Visit a Salmon Farm to feed the fish, learn about Oyster 
farming and finish with the perfect tasting, Regal Salmon and Tio Point Oysters matched of course to Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc. A stunning 
cruise experience in the Queen Charlotte Sound. For groups, the perfect evening activity from Picton. 

The Sundowner Cruise offers a fabulous pre-dinner cruise experience. It’s all about slow and sedate, seafood and Sauvignon as we cruise 
out of Picton and down the scenic Grove Arm of the Queen Charlotte Sound. Cruise from 6pm – 8pm while enjoying wonderful Marlborough 
seafood and local produce. Private cruises, scenic cruises, lunch and dinner cruises available from Picton and Havelock. We can work with you 
to create a personalised cruise itinerary to suit your requirements while highlighting the best of the Marlborough Sounds.

Marlborough Tour Company – Marlborough Sounds
PO Box 1000, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 577 9997 or 0800 990 800 (in NZ) | F: +64 3 577 9979 
E: info@marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz 
www.marlboroughtourcompany.co.nz
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Presenting the outstanding Knights of the Sky exhibition

Featuring Sir Peter Jackson’s own collection of WW1 aircraft and artifacts, brought to life in sensational sets created by the internationally 
acclaimed talent of WingNut Films and Weta Workshop. 

Human stories from the Great War come to life in captivating scenes that depict the aircraft in context, some recreating actual incidents. 

The rare memorabilia is worthy of any national collection and ranges from beautifully crafted t̀rench art’ through to personal items belonging 
to the famous Red Baron himself.

Located just minutes from the centre of Blenheim, Omaka opens daily from 10am-5pm, offering exclusive merchandise and great coffee.

After learning about the exploits of these daring aviators, you may feel inspired to experience open cockpit flying for yourself. Joyrides are 
available in a vintage Boeing Stearman, with helmet and goggles provided!

Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre
79 Aerodrome Road, Omaka, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 579 1305 
E: info@omaka.org.nz 
www.omaka.org.nz
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Sounds Connection
94 Wellington Street, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 8843 | 0800 742 866 
E: tours@soundsconnection.co.nz 
www.soundsconnection.co.nz

Wilderness Guides
The Waterfront, Corner Wellington Street & London Quay, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 5432 | FREEPHONE: 0800 266 266 
E: info@wildernessguidesnz.com 
www.wildernessguidesnz.com

Fun-filled, flexible, wine tours 

Taking your guests to the heart of 
Marlborough in comfort, safety and 
style. We offer half-day and full-day 
wine tours, daily, year-round. For guests 
seeking the deluxe experience, our 
‘Gourmet Wine Experience’ is sure 
to please. Or we can tailor a tour to 
meet your group’s particular interests. 
Whether it’s for a few hours or a full-day, 
we provide top-quality trips to suit. 

Luxurious transport options 

From luxurious modern cars, mini-vans 
for small or private tours, to coaches for 
larger groups (20-45 passengers) – our 
stylish, efficient and well-maintained 
fleet can meet your group’s unique 
requirements.

Family-owned and operated for the 
past 15 years by Steve and Juliet 
Gibbons, Wilderness Guides know what 
makes trips memorable for guests. 
Join us for guided or independent sea 
kayaking tours on Queen Charlotte 
Sound, independent or guided gourmet 
and boutique lodge walks on the 
popular Queen Charlotte Track, or hire 
a quality mountain bike to experience 
this, New Zealand’s best single track 
and a Great Ride. Better still your 
clients can try a combination of all 
three activities with our original and 
unique adventure combos. Wilderness 
Guides can introduce your clients to 
the Marlborough Sounds – by foot, by 
sea and by mountain bike.
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Wither Hills Cellar Door and Restaurant
211 New Renwick Road, RD2, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 520 8284 
E: cellardoor@witherhills.co.nz 
www.witherhills.co.nz

Yealands Family Wines 
534 Seaview Road, Seddon, Marlborough 
T: +64 3 575 7618 | F:+64 3 575 7603 
E: info@yealands.co.nz 
www.yealands.co.nz

Choose from a comprehensive range 
of wine tasting and vineyard/winery 
tour packages at the iconic Wither Hills 
Winery, located just five minutes’ drive 
from central Blenheim or Blenheim 
Airport. You’ll be guided through our 
range of current vintage wines by 
knowledgeable Wine Experience 
Hosts in our Cellar Door, and you’re 
welcome to indulge in grape sampling 
from our educational Vine Library 
that profiles 32 different wine grape 
varieties grown throughout New 
Zealand and beyond.

Or for an opportunity to learn more 
about the art of winemaking, choose 
from a selection of our one-hour tours: 
Private Tastings, Vine to Wine or our 
unique Hands-on Blending Session 
(bookings essential). Vouchers 
welcomed by prior arrangement

Recently awarded the Global 
Winner for Sustainable Wine 
Tourism Practices, the Yealands 
Estate winery, vineyard and cellar 
door is a showcase of sustainable 
wine production. Set in the Awatere 
Valley, just 25 minutes south of 
Blenheim, the Estate is situated on 
the north eastern tip of the South 
Island. Open daily from 10.00 am to 
4.30 pm (excluding Easter Sunday 
and Christmas Day), the inviting 
cellar door welcomes visitors 
with audio visual and interactive 
displays. A full range of wines can 
be tasted free of charge or guests 
can enjoy the self-drive vineyard 
White Road Tour which includes 
stunning views overlooking the 
Cook Strait and surrounds. One 
of Marlborough’s leading tourist 
attractions.
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Allan Scott
229 Jacksons Road, RD3, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 572 9054 | F: +64 3 572 9053 
E: twelvetrees@allanscott.co.nz 
www.allanscott.com

Brancott Estate Heritage Centre
180 Brancott Road, RD2, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 520 6975 
E: heritagecentre@brancottestate.com 
www.brancottestate.com

Allan Scott is one of the true pioneers and a name synonymous  
with New Zealand’s acclaimed Marlborough region, having planted 
the region’s first vineyard in 1973. Still family owned and operated, 
they have a solid reputation as one of the region’s top wine 
producers with wines made entirely on site from grapes grown on  
the surrounding estate. 

Lunch at Twelve Trees Restaurant is a must for visitors, celebrating 
the best in Marlborough. The great food and relaxing atmosphere, 
whether in the sheltered courtyard, or inside by the fire, provide a 
warm welcome. Explore the immaculate gardens with fountains and 
giant chess, taste Allan Scott’s famous wines in the cellar door shop, 
browse through their unique gifts. Open daily 9am to 4.30pm. Tours 
& evening functions by arrangement.

Overlooking the stunning vista of Marlborough, the Brancott Estate 
Heritage Centre offers a premium cellar door and restaurant 
featuring local produce matched to Brancott Estate wines.

Daily wine experience options available.

• Mastery of Marlborough Sauvignon Blanc
• Living Land Falcon Encounter
• Brancott Estate Vineyard Bike Tour

(For further information please contact us, advanced bookings  
are required)

Opening Hours: Cellar Door 10am – 4:30pm

Restaurant 11am - 3pm

Open seven days (Excluding Public Holidays)

Cloudy Bay Vineyard
Jacksons Road, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 520 9140 | F: +64 3 520 9040 
E: info@cloudybay.co.nz 
www.cloudybay.co.nz

Giesen
26 Rapaura Road, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 572 8500 
E: cellardoor@giesen.co.nz 
www.giesenwines.com

Cloudy Bay welcomes visitors to their Cellar Door with a unique 
menu of tasting options. The cellar door has floor to ceiling windows 
that afford views into the working barrel hall and out across the lawn 
to the majestic Richmond Ranges, synonymous with the Cloudy Bay 
label. An open fire beckons in winter and, on those classic sunny 
Marlborough days, the over-sized doors slide back to enhance the 
strong sense of the place. Throughout the year, the Cellar Door 
offers light lunches in the outdoor wine lounge. On weekends in 
summer, visit Jack’s Raw Bar for a selection of fresh shucked 
seafood and other local produce. 

Cellar Door open from 10 - 4pm, 7 days

In 2011, 30 years after their arrival in New Zealand, the Giesen 
Brothers opened their Cellar Door. Situated in the midst of vineyards 
on Marlborough’s golden mile this characterful building captures 
the Giesen Brothers spirit of hospitality, giving visitors a place to 
experience a taste of Giesen, and learn about their winemaking. 
Also as a special treat, visitors can taste back vintages or trial wines 
thanks to the Enomatic wine dispensing system, or relax with a glass 
of Giesen wine and a platter of delicious regional produce in the 
charming courtyard.

Open Daily 10am to 4.30pm
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Hans Herzog
81 Jefferies Road, RD 3, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 572 8770 
E: info@herzog.co.nz 
www.herzog.co.nz

Wither Hills Restaurant & Cellar Door
211 New Renwick Road, RD2, Blenheim 
T: +64 3 520 8284 
E: restaurant@witherhills.co.nz 
www.witherhills.co.nz

Regarded as one of New Zealand’s best wine & dine experiences. 
This organic family Wine Estate is a ‘must’ visit! 

Be enchanted by the classic Cellar Door, relaxed Bistro & world-class 
Gourmet Restaurant, set within tranquil Mediterranean gardens. 

• Daily vineyard tours – within an eclectic grape variety collection
• Barrel Hall tastings – in a traditional old-world Winery 
• Cooking classes – learn from Michelin star experienced Master chefs
• Winemaker table – private dining with the owners/winemakers!
• High tea’s – the epitome of indulgence 
• Vineyard Cottage – so you never have to leave... 
All for the love of wine, naturally.
Winery | Cellar Door | Bistro | Gourmet Restaurant | Vineyard Cottage

With a range of elegant indoor and outdoor dining areas available 
for private daytime or evening functions, Wither Hills caters for 
everything from meetings and day conferences through to private 
dinners for up to 100 guests, or larger cocktail-style evenings 
for up to 250, Weddings are our speciality. We are able to deliver 
superb wine and food matched dining or can combine lunch with a 
personalised wine tasting as well. For a truly memorable experience, 
smaller groups and a bespoke experience can be catered to 
your requirements. Our experienced and professional event 
management team will ensure that every moment of your time with 
us is a success. Open from 11am daily. Vouchers are also welcomed 
by prior arrangement.

WI N E AN D FO O D

40



Brilliant  W
A

Y
S

 T
O

 G
ET

 A
R

O
U

N
D

TRANSPORT

Beachcomber Cruises
The Waterfront, London Quay, Picton 
T: +64 3 573 6175 (24 hrs) 
E: marketing@beachcombercruises.co.nz 
www.beachcombercruises.co.nz

Sounds Air
PO Box 116, Picton | T: +64 3 520 3080 
F: +64 3 520 3090 | Free Phone: 0800 505 005 
E: info@soundsair.com 
www.soundsair.com

Beachcomber Cruises are the Marlborough Sounds water transport 
and Queen Charlotte Track transfer specialists. Proudly family 
owned and operated since 2006, we are open for business 364 
days of the year. Servicing the Queen Charlotte Sound, our offices 
are located on the Picton waterfront. We have a range of vessels 
providing cost effective transport solutions from one to 150 pax on 
both a scheduled and private charter basis. Our on-demand service 
operated under the Picton Water Taxis brand will take your clients 
where they want to go, when they want to go. Please see our listing on 
page 30.

Sounds Air operates daily scheduled return flights from Picton and 
Blenheim to Wellington at very competitive rates. Flights are just 25 
minutes and offer fantastic views of Cook Strait, the Marlborough 
Sounds and the Wairau Plains. 

All scheduled services are operated with 14 seat Cessna Caravan 
aircraft. Flights operate from the region’s main airport terminals in 
Wellington and Blenheim and from Picton Airport which is located 
6km south of Picton Township at Koromiko. Shuttle transfers 
available between Picton Airport and Picton Township. 

Scenic flights and charter services available please call us or email 
your enquiry.

Bluebridge Cook Strait Ferry
L5, 120 Featherstone Street, Wellington 
T: 0800 761 762

100% owned and run by New Zealander’s, the Bluebridge Cook 
Strait Ferry experience is a truly Kiwi one, well-renowned for its 
exceptional customer service.

On-board your clients will find a full café-style menu, premium L’affare 
coffee and award-winning Marlborough wines. And if they can take 
their eyes off those spectacular views, they can kick back with free 
Wi-Fi, free recent-release movies and free activities for the kids.

If your clients really want to treat themselves, the Straitsman has 
private cabins available for hire. A choice of single, double or four 
berth family cabins come complete with linen, towels, their own 
ensuite and a range of other amenities.

Sailing several times a day between central Wellington (just 
opposite the railway station) and Picton – the Bluebridge journey 
takes just over three hours.

Operating two ships, the Bluebridge service offers a relaxed, 
intimate journey with a maximum of 400 people and around 250 
cars per sailing. Bluebridge offer a competitive range of prices, 
from discounted fares to fully flexible options. Plus travellers can 
change their sailing time up to 24 hours prior to departure without 
penalty should their plans change unexpectedly.

The Strait Feronia, Bluebridge’s newest vessel will be taking over 
the Santa Regina’s schedule in Mid-June 2015 bringing additional 
passenger and vehicle capacity to the Cook Strait.
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Why more than 36 million New Zealanders can’t be wrong

Okay, so there are a few tourists in there too. But that’s how many passengers Interislander has carried over the Cook Strait since their first 
sailing in 1962.

Cruise from Wellington – the coolest little capital – to Picton in the stunning Marlborough Sounds in just over three hours.

Extensive viewing decks, luxurious premium lounges and choice of cafés and bars. Plenty to keep the kids entertained – and plenty for mum 
and dad too. Interislander’s three ships are not only the largest Cook Strait ferries in New Zealand; they are also purpose built for the crossing, 
so they offer unparalleled comfort and safety all year round.

Cars, motorhomes, coaches– all vehicles are welcome, just drive on, drive off. And for the rental car providers that can’t cross, just drop off 
your car at the rental depots based at the terminals then walk onboard – easy!

Interislander’s been doing this for over 50 years, so you know you are in good hands. And with eleven sailings per day, their timetable is bound 
to fit yours.

Don’t just cross the Strait, cruise it with Interislander and make your perfect holiday, perfect from the very start.

Interislander 
L 7 109 Featherston Street, Wellington 
T: 0800 265 626 
E: wholesale@interislander.co.nz 
www.interislander.co.nz
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KiwiRail Scenic Journeys
KiwiRail Scenic Journeys 
T: 0800 TRAINS or +64 4 495 0775 
E: bookings@kiwirailscenic.co.nz 
www.kiwirailscenic.co.nz

Tasman Helicopters
PO Box 439, Motueka 
T: +64 3 528 8075 
E: info@tasmanhelicopters.co.nz 
www.tasmanhelicopters.co.nz

The Coastal Pacific train travels between Christchurch 
and the delightful port of Picton in Marlborough. This 
journey is a scenic feast with views of the picturesque 
Kaikoura mountain ranges on one side of the train 
contrast with the rugged scenery of the Pacific Ocean 
coastline on the other. The Coastal Pacific passes 
through the town of Kaikoura, where it is possible to 
break the journey to whale watch or swim with dolphins. 
Travel through some of New Zealand’s finest farmland 
and see endearing wildlife such as dolphins, seals and 
penguins from the comfort of the train carriage.

The Coastal Pacific operates an extended summer 
season, with return services running daily from October 
to May. The train also connects with the Interislander 
Ferry and Sounds Air scenic flights, making travel to and 
from the North Island a breeze.

The service features state of the art carriages as good as 
any of the scenic railways in the world. Automated GPS 
triggered commentary is available at seat making sure no 
highlights are missed. Each train also features a licensed 
café and open air viewing carriage which is the ideal spot 
for photographing passing scenery. 

Tasman Helicopters offers prestige flight-seeing 
tours, scenic flights and charters, utilising the 
sleep and luxurious corporate grade Eurocopter 
EC120, with its European comfort, space and 
style. 

From their Marlborough base – conveniently close 
to the most spectacular scenic attractions within 
the Marlborough region – Tasman Helicopters 
conveys pampered clients over the beautiful 
Marlborough Sounds, Richmond Forest Parks and 
Nelson Lakes or through the Kahurangi National 
Park and around the world-renowned Lord of 
the Rings sites. Passengers will view rugged 
mountains golden beaches, jewelled waters and 
lush native forest, while their highly professional 
and knowledgeable local pilot enhances the 
experience with interesting and informative 
commentary. 

Bespoke tours and charters throughout 
Marlborough and the top of the Sound Island are 
also available by prior arrangement, with many 
remote, world-class hunting and trout fishing 
spots also readily accessible by helicopter. 
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